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To the READER. 


'T He ſubſtance of the following ſheets , was written many 


Years ago, mainly tor the {a11stying ſome f{cruples, of a 
worthy friend ofthe Authors, But the preſs bath for a long 
time , been ſo well guarded from the leaſt breathing , againit 
the grizyances,this poor Church, and Nationgroancd under , 


. that the publication was but liale thought of. 


It having now pleaſed God , to raiſe up ſome worthy Inftru» 


lf ments, to appear for the intereſts and Liberties of this broken 


| 


Church and People, and to endeavour a redreſs of their ma- 
nifold oppreſſions; It was thought convenicnt, to offer theſe 
Papers, to the publick view and conlideration, | ſtand intoo 


; - Hear a Relation, to the Author, to be thought impartial in 


his commendation. And tho' | cculd wiſb this diſcourſe had gat 
kis own laſt band, and that it had not been left to runthe com - 


- mon fateof other 7 mr works; yet | hope the main. Sub... 


jet will be found (atistyingly handled. There are beſides ſome 
other purpoſes incidently touched, and many fountains for ſa- 
lution of ſeveratimportant debates of the rime , ſolidly and ſuc» 
cintly opened ; which it well conſilered, may be ſerviceable, 
for advaticing a Reformation of many.moe Abuſes , than the 
parricular deſign of theſe Papers Intends, : 
1 ſhall offer no Apology for the ſtyle.: 1 bope it will be feund 
d.ſtin&t, plain and cafie, and ſutable to the Nature of the 
Subjc&. 1 know nothing a ſtyle ſerves for, but to expreſs Men's 
Conceptions diſtintly and without harſhneſs : And ib that may - 
be attained, without forced and ſtrained Rhetoricarions,: which 


; forthe moſt part, produce no other eff:&, but « Darkning of 


knowledze with words ; I cannot ſee, haw a negle& vifuch uſes 
Iſs Trifles can be blamed. The nat ive beoutie of truth , ſtands 
no way in n-ed of theſe artificial diſguiſes, that are aled 38 


ſer off adulterate wares, There arc but roo many jth thisAge , 
whbo baye rcndred both themſclves and their difcourtes* $f 


Lt 


To the Reader. 
aus ,, by, affecting pew ſtraing of Floquence , 2s. they take-it, 
1 he thinking part of mankind, is very (enſible, that the 'negle& 
of agooc old torm, of foun®YVords and ſafe Expreſſions, hath 
zhade People forger and miſtake, many Ancient and {0lid truths, 
It isPpiſully mean and unbecoming to ſce the Clergy ( as they 
mult be termed) turn the Pulpit to a Theatre, and to hear 
Divines, Trick up and illuſtrate their diſcourſes with the ſimilies 
and Expreſſions of a Comedy or Romance , going down , ( as 
it were) tothe Uadrennelfed » for ſbarpning of their Tools, as 
s/ there were no Snuth in Iſrael, | 

The ſubject of thete Papers , is but very little treated of by 
any , eſpecially in' this way. And thercfore the publication 
may perhaps be as neceſlary as ſeafonable. Itit caninthelkeaſt 
be ſervicable, forfreeing the Church, of any pare of her bon- 
dage; lam fſurethedeſign , both of it's Writing apd Publi- 
cation , will be fuliy attained. 

1 hope there will be few found ſo fond , of the Rights of Pa- 
tronage- , asto be ofthe Opinion of Diegs Laivez, one of the 
Fathers at Trent , who aflerted, That it was « motion of the 
Devil, to offer to reduce Kleftions to the Ancient courſe: And 
that the Antiquity of that method, was a bad Argurzent for 
Revivivg of it: But that os the contrary, it ought to be juppreſſed, 

. becauſe it was the Ancient cuſtame. For if. the Church ( 2s 
he Ridiculouſly enough pretends) bad not found it inconvenient, 
be weald n0t have quite it. 

I ſhall only wiſh, that People in their ſeveral Capacities, may 
ſeriouſly conſider, what the preſent conduR, of providence ; 
ſcemstocali them to: And that they may AQ, both in this 
and other matters, ſo, as not to be wanting to themſclyes and 
their Poſterity, in the ſettling of affairs, upon the ſolid and 
laſting foundations, of Trach and Pegce : left they verifie the 
Proverb , Sero ſeptant Phryges . ( which 1 need nat tranflate) 
And repent when it is too late, the loſs of ſuch a Golden oppor» 
qunity, ſo wonderfully and unexpectedly , brought to their 
hand : And yive the preſent and ſucceeding Generations cauſe 
toſay , why wes there a price, put inthe hand of « Fool to yea 
Wi'dow, ſeeing he bad no heart to it ? 


Edinburgh, Febr, 1689. 
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; SECTION. I. 
An Account of the Original of Patronages 


I, HE Deſign I have in theſe. few 
Pages, is to Demonſtrate trons © 

Grounds of Scripture.and Prins 

ciples of Reaſon; the unwarrantablneſs and: 
injuſtice of theſe Priviledges, Claimed and Exe - 
erced, in, andoyerthe Church and Peopleokt 
God, by the Patrons of Kirks and Benefi. + 
ces, in reference tothe Call and Maintenance 

of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

A Thy 


z Of thePatronage of Kirks, Sea. x7 
This | ſhall endeavour to performe, as 
diſtinRly, and with all the plainneſs, and Bre- 
vity, I can find the ſubje will admit: And 
that ſo much the rather, That 1 know, thoſe Yrereſ 
for whoſe ſarisfationl principally Write, arc Þ| be. 
ſufficiently capable ro diſcover, the weight of T 
Truth7and Reaſon , without rhe attendance Þ rial ; 
of any Rhetorical Excurſion,or Embelliſhment Þf of «| 
of Expreſſion. AndifIErrin any thing, ef- If roſa 
pecially- in'matters, that arc out of my com- || that 
mon Road , Jexpettthe Reader will be Can» F pum 


_ dideand Fayourable in his Cenſure. I 
II. The Method which I ſhall obſerve in | fine, 
the proſecution of this Deſign, ſhall be, a pe 


x To give ſome ſhort account, of what | Off 
ſeems to have been the firſt Riſe and Original Þ} rex: 
of the Righ's of Parronage; with a view of || Bex 
its ſeveral Branches, as it hath been Exerci- | nan 
fed, in, andover the Church of Scorland, in Þ aut 
Relation ro the Miniſterial Call and Mainte- I 
nance am 

2. [ ſhall endeavour tqdiſcoyer the Emp- Þ tior 
tincls of cheſe Grounds, that are, or. may be | upc 
adduced for a Foundation, to the Inſtitution I per 
_ of Patronage: whereby it will appear, how & wel 
groundleſsand unjuſt the Claims and Practi- ] 
ccs of Patrons. in this matter have been. the 

3. I thall offer ſome poſitive Reaſons, a- 
gaialt the prerended Right it felt, 


4. And 


1. C 


4. And laſtly, I ſhall examine ſome Pre- 

s, that may be alledged, for clearing 
that Patronage is not fo injurinus'to the In- 
tereſts of the Church, as it is repreſented ro 
be. 

To theſe Heads, as being the moſt matre- 
rial and needful, ro be handled in a Subject 
of this Nature, I ſhall confine what 1 have 
roſay ; and thence itis hoped, any thing elſe 
that might be expeRted in Relation tothiSar- 
gument, will receive /uffic:ent light. | - 

III. The right of Patronage may be de- 
fined. to be a Power to preſent and nommat, 


a perſon to be inſt:tute in a vacant >. 
Office and Benefice, by thoſe who are, of: A 


tend to be, the Founders or *Doters ,of Kirksor 
Benefices. Poteſtas preſentand:, aut Nomt- 
nand: mſtituendum,. ad Vacains Beneficum 
aut Offictum Sacrum, Gc. 


I know There are many uſcleſs:Debates, | 


among the Canonilts, concerning the Definis 
tion of Patronage,, which 1 ſhall nor ir fiſt 
upon; ſeing the Thing itſelf isby the ſad ex; 
perience of this Church and Nation}, but too 
well known. = 

LV, Only Icannort omit to obſerve, that 
the very Name and Title, of Patron,ig ſome- 
whatomineus and unlucky, as linporcie a kind 
otSeryirude and Bondage, upon tae —_ 
40 ©; & 2: - or 
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Of the Patronage of Kirks. 
For as in the Roman Laws and Cuſtoms, 
Patron ( albeit the Name import Favour and 
ProteRion: )- was ſtill underſtood, tro retain 
' a very hard Intereſt, in the Perſons and E- 
ſtates, of ſuch Servants, as hE had manus ye... 
mired, and ſet free from their Bondage; and} @ o 
a Right of Reducing them to theit former } ;;,11, 
condition of Slavery, upon pretences of In«F gy 
gratitude, or a Carriage any way unſuirable, Y Ch 
to the fayour of Freedom they had received; | whi 
fo ſure Iam, this prerended Right of Patro BY Chi 
#age, (. of which we are ro treat ) hathinl 
theſe reſpetts, been very anſwerable ro its &Þ *;rs 
Name. in reſtraining and impeding ,- ( under Þ pg 
che:fair Colour of Protetion ) the Church N gef, 
and People of God, from the Free and Law- 
ful Excrciſe of their Spiritual Liberties, and 
Priviledges, - as we {hall fully clear in the pro- fins 
greſs of this Diſcourle. 
-. V. To-come thento the firſt part ofthe ber 
method propoſed, 1 ſhall not determine the | * 
T ame when this Corruption, ( for ſol muſt call for 
it, ſince Vetuſtas Erroris non Conſuetudo ſed Y VV? 
Corruptela, dicenda eft ) centred into the if 1 [ 
Chriſtian Church, The Canoniſts them- }} {4 
ſelves are not fully agreed: as to this. Itmay | © 
be very clearin the General, That it was the 
work of /ome time and Pains, to _— 
zightsof Patconage , torthat Form and-Con- 

- ſiſtcnce 


64 [ Tt's Oro: 4 , _—_ - # hs 
iſtence in which they have been exerciſed --..+} 
med over the Chriſtian Church. Patronage was 
not an Inſtitution, That was framed and re«. 
ceived and pgrieRted at one daſh. - It is alfo 
yery certain that ab Initio non fuit, It was not 
ſo much as heard of, inthe pure and pr imittue 
"MCL Y times, but hath beenby ſmall and inſenſible 
[ny degrees dropt and ſown, inthe field of the 
le, F Church by the Enemy, among other T ares, 
ved; I while men were Aſleep, that is while the 
4 Church was unawars, and not ns Jl 
10 ff & watchful as need was; fo that ©” ” 
I Y irs lictle wonder the particular time of the 
der Entry of this power be hard enough to be con= 
ch} geſcended upon. | 


and 8 VI. It may likewiſe be very clear, That 
r0- fince the foundation ot Patronage,, was the 

Building or doting of Kirks , that theli- 
the & berty, offuch Building and Doting , was-not 
the & much allowed, and Ms leſs praftifed , be- - 
-all & force the times of Conftantime rhe Great, which 
{ed |} waSabourtthe my the fourth Century; 
the & I fay,from this it may be clear that before Con 
m-# {{antines time, the priviledge of Parronage 
could not be introduced, 


ay 
= VII. And tho' ſome may alledge that inthe 
he 


'6 Of the Pmrronage f Kirks, Set. { 
year of Chriſt CCCC.' The fifth Council of 
1 DOR Carthage, and thereatter 
Can. 9. ; Council. wile. inthe year CCCCII. ihe m9 
witen, Cen. 16. Council of : Mi[/an , both & wit 


in the times of the Emperors Honor He 
and Arcadins , did defire ot the Emperors, | 
thar chere might be ſome Per /ons conſiderable anc 
for wealth and Piety, appointed for defence © ©? © 
of the Church, in her Rights, and goods or pa- tha 
trimony. againſt ſuch as ſhould atrempt, any | 2” 
Invaſion upon them ; and that thoſe Per /ons, 
came afterwards to get the name of 7 atrons fo 
or defenders of the Church: Yet theſe are Þ 1©2 
not the Parrons we are Inquiring after. pe: 

V1I11 For as this fort ot Patrovage was i 
to be managed cum proviſione Epiſcoporum, 
by the Advice and Conſent of the Paſtors and 
Office-bearers of the Church ; ſo it was no- I *” 
thing elſe but a branch of the Magiſtrates of 
Camular've Power, c:rca Sacra, and only for wl 
defence of the Churches Patrimony, againſt 
Sacrilegiogs Miſapplications, and no way con- 
cerned with the Call and EleRion of the Mi- £Þ ** 


@ 
I} __ 
.. , 
. 
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niltry ; nor had this fort of Patrozage any le 
Privative, or Negative Intereſt, intheit Sti- © 7* 
pends or Maintenance Neither were theſe | ?* 
Patrons,accounted Church Officers;avthe Ca- ly 
nonifts will have the Patrons we are enquiring = 
-aficr'to be ; nor were thofe Biſhops then Pa. f| *! 
ET - 3 


C . 


&t. tL. © Tr Original: 
trons themſelves, becauſe they were a part of 
the Church that was to be defended. E# ne- 
mo potefFeſſe ſibipatronus. Their truſt was 
with the Church's conſent, Elef:rve and not 
Hereditary, and much leſs purchaſable tor 
money as a part of a mans privat patrimony, 
and Fortune. I conceive it will be needleſs, 
toadd any thing farther, upon the difference, 
that is ſo palpably evident betwixt theſe and 
our pretended Patronages, tho' it may be ſaid, 
that this Inſticution was in ſome reſpet rhe 
foundation of theſe patronages we are in 
ſearch of, if we conſider that as at the firlt ap- 
arance, this was a truſt init ſelt not diſcom- 
mendable,but rather in ſome caſes neceſſar and 
uſeful; ſoin after times it did by /zrt/e and lzt- 
tle degenerat into this prerended right of Pa- 
fronage we areto treat of, rothe ſubverſion 
ot the Liber ties of the Chriſtran Chi:rch. tor 
whole detence inthe Lawful enjoy men: ot her 
Patrimoiy, it was at firſt introduced And 
it may lik:wiſe' be obſcrved that thoſe perſons 
at therime of the Councils cited, were nor cal- 
led Patr:s, but only Ecclefarum Defenſo- 
res, Ecchfiarum Exequuto- __ ' 
res, vel Aduacatt; which clear- cuncil. i 

ly ſhews. the Nature of that & folio 146. 
truſt, co have been vaſtly different trom the 
right of patronage, as it was afterwards 
ctik A4 _—_ 7". 
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Of t Patronageaf Kirks. Se. 


TTX. Butinchetimeofthe Emperor 7aſtini= 


appears ſome clearer Lineaments of the rights 
ot Patronage; as in the No- 
el 57. and Novel. 12; yet & 
venatthis rime, it is vaſtly ſhort 
Of that a*zs, itatterwards cameto, under the 
proteRtion of the Canon Law, and many are 
of opinion that art this time, this Power did not 
extend any farther, than to the preſentation 
of rhe Minores Clerict ( as they were called ) 
and that it hadnointereſt, in the E/e(7:2n of 
the Paitors and Governours of the Church 
{who were then «#r +5+2» termed Epr/copt ) as 
they i hink is clear trom the x 2.3 Novel, where 
itis appornted, a? ad Elettronem Epiſcopt cons 
venirent omnes Clerici © Primores Cruita- 
71s: So that it by the Rules of Analogy, we 
may beallowed to draw this power of preſen- 
tation or Commendation, as it was called, bur 
not a 4 ergends: and apply it ro our times, 
it will have place, in the EleRtion of none 
of rhe Office bearers of the Church, but 
only in that of 4eaders, Precentors,Schoolma- 
ficrs, Bedde)s and the like : For theſe are the 
Officers tl: tc reſpond tothe Minores Clert- 
ct of that time. And thence they conclude, that 
it can never be proyen, that Leleroche year 
DC. Patrorage had any intereſt in the Ca// 


Novel. $7. -& 
Novel. 123, 


an, ahour the middle ot the ſixth Century,there: 


of the Pars of the Church, X. 


ry 
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X, But bethisas itwill, iris pretty clear, 
that before theſe Novels, there was nothing 
like the priviledges of patronage in uſe: that 
right being not ſa much as once named, in all 
the former Laws of the Roman Empire, 
which were reduced and Compyled into a 
Body, by the ſame Emperor. And all the 
mention that is made of it in the Novels, is but 
in ſome few, to. witt in the x. 57. 67. 123. 
and 131. This may yet farther appear, from 
the very terms of pr e/entatio,aduocatio, guar: 
dias habere &c. which haye not the leaſt ſcent 
of the Secula puriorss latmitatis. 

X I.” Andas the priviledges of Patronage, 
were late of entring intothe Empire, ſo cer- 
tainly they have been ſome conſiderable rime 
in uſe in the Empire and Church of Rome, be- 
fore they have been brought thence, and ſertled 
in Scotland. 

XII Butbethetime of the entry of Pa- 
tronage what it will, that which ſeems to haye 
given the firſt riſe and occaſiont9 ir, was, the 
building of Kirks and Meetmg-places for the 
publick worthip of God, or the allocating and 
giving ground to build them on, or laſtly the 
Mortification or ſettlement of a Benefice or 
conſtant mainrenance on ſuch as ſhould ferve 
the Cure thereat: tor upon ſuch acts the Foun- 
ders of-Kirks and Beneficcs did afſiuwme, or as 

uh others 


others pretend, did Re/erve tothemſelves and 
their heirs in all time thereafter, a priviledge 
and power, to nominat and preſent thoſe 
who ſhould ſerve as Paſtors atfucha Kirk, 
and aſole Power of giving them a legal Right 
& [ #tle,to the Rents and profits of the Leveng 
durirg their /acumbency. And that even albe- 
itfuch founders had not built the whole Kerk, 
or ſettled the whole benefice, but only a part 
ot them : for the Canoniſts maintain, that he 
who builds but Ore cornerot a Kirk, hath a 
right ro the patronage, as well as he that 
builds the other T hree. | 
XI11, Many ofthe Canoniſts do grant, 
and itis very clear from the Canon law itſelf, 
that the patrons did at firſt aſſume this privi- 
Lat po hos ledge,rather by the Connmwuance 
3. 3  OftheChurch, thanby herex- 
preſs and deliberate Conſent, 
and far leſs by her po/itzve appointment and 
Infiitution, And even the Councilof Trent 
does acknowledge, that in many caſes, 7us 
patronatu ex uſurpatione queſitumeſt, The 
Patron on the one hand, counting this privi. 
Concil. Tridew, 1e9g< tO be his due, inpoint of 
ſeſſ. 25. deeret. de MEtIT and dclert, and CT 
Reform, cap.9- ypon it as no ſmall degree o 
unthankfulneſs, inthe Church, to gain fay or 
' Oppoſe his claim to it, And the Chyprch ir 
= may 


" wo OfthePatronageof Kirks, SeR. I 
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may be alſo, thinking-it hard on the other 
hand, in point of gratitude, to refuſe it: ſince 
the deſign of this priviledge, primo mtuits, 
might appear to reach no farther, but ro pre- 
ſetve ſome memory of ſuch good and pious 
deeds, that the Benefaf7ors might not ſeem to 
have utterly loſt, what they devoted tor pious 
uſes: it being indeed hard enough, at the firſt 
ſight, todiſcern, becwixr plauſible corruptions, 
and truly uſctul inſtirurions Inter triticum © 
lolium ( ſayes Jerom ) Yuamaiu in herba ef ; 
& nondum culmus vent ad Spicam, erandis 
Similitudo, © in diſcernendo aut nulla, aut 
peraifficilis diftantia. 

$o that by ſuch concurring circumſtances 
of ambition, on the-Patrons part, and of in- 
deliberate favour on the part of the Church, 
atatime, when, the myſtery of ipiquity, had 
already wroughtro ſome ſortot perfection, 
{toreven inthe Apoſtles days it had begun to 
work) and when Superſtition and Corruption , 
as well in Worſhip and Doctrine, 
as in Morals, _ much advan. © 7 7 
ccd, and humane Inventions were ny 
in apace. into che room of the ordinances © 
Feſus Chrift; th: Church was by degrees 
robbed of her Spiritual Priviledges, that the 
aſpiring. humours of the great ones, might 
be Gratified with her ſpoils, and that their 
grents 
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—_ might, under the ſpecious and plau: 
ible Title of the Churches Patrons and De+ 
fenders,appear with the more luſtre and ſplen- 
dor before Men: It being eſteemed no ſmall 
Addition to rheir Honour, and to the Intereſt 
they had over People, asto their Bodies and 
Temporal Concerns, tobe likewiſe inveſted 
with a priviledge, thatin a manner gave them 
a preheminence, over Peopl's Souls and Spi- 
ritual intereits ; ro that degree, that no Mi- 
niſter, without the Patrons expreſs and po- 
fitive warrand and appointment, might have 
acceſs to ſerve i Sacris, at ſucha Kirk, or 
havealegal Rightand Title, rotherents and 
profits ot a Bencfice, tho' all others intereſſed, 
wereſatisficd tothefull, with his ſufficiency, 
ecd Behaviour and faithful diſcharge of the 
uties of his function, 

XIV. Theſe and many other Corruptions 
of this Nature, the Lord in his righteous Jucg- 
ment, did permit in the times of Darknels, 


as tending rointroduce and keep up, an Igno- 


rant fruitleſs and Idle Miniſtry ,thart ſtudied to 
be pleaſers of men. and ſeryants of their Luſts, 
( elpecially of thoſe of their Patrons) that 
+ thereby, hemight juſily puniſh the World , 
for not receiving the love of the truth. And 
Particularly to puniſh, the unlawtul inva- 


ſions, made by the corrupt Church-men and 
Clergy 
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Clergy of theſe times, upon the civil Powers; 

rmitting them, ro prey on each others 

iphts and Priviledges, Jure 9ua/e Bell: ac lege 
talonss, till at length the whole frame of 
Church and ſtate, was turned toa Babel of 
Confuſion, and Egyptian Darkneſs. And tho” 
the practiſing ot ſuch uſurpations, over the li- 
berries of the Church, might in a titne of dark- 
neſs, be looked upon , asa ſin of Ignorance 
or weakneſs, yer in ſuch times of light, as 
God hath ſetus in, it muſt certainly bea fin 
of a higher nature and Degree. 

XV. The Super #7:tion of theſe times, ſtill 
advancing, and particularly, that Anti-evan- 
gelical Opinion ot Merz, taking Caily deeper 
root, the Clergy ( as they muſt beſtiled ) 
were nota wanting, to fiſh! in theſe muddie 
Waters, and to make their beſt uſe ot that 
occafion, by infinuating themſelves, upon 
weak and well meaning People, (eſpecially in 
thetimeof their Sickneſs ) ro make them part 
yery liberally, with their goods and poſlelii, 
ons, forthe ſervice of the Church, and pious 
uſes, asthey termedit. And they did ſoter- 
rifie them, with the fears of Purgatory and 
Damnation for their Sins, on the one hand ; 
and flatterthem, with che hopes of Inculgen- 
ces, _ pardon of fins and Prayers for their 
Souls, and the honour they would ac» 
quire 
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m_-_ themſelves and their Poſterity, by 


uch good Deeds, onthe other hand ; rhat + 


'inaſhortcime, the poor Peoples blind and ſu- 
_ perſtitious zeal, was ſcrewed roſucha pitch, 

as nothing was ſooner asked ( eſpecially if not 
ro take effect rill after their Death ) than it 
wasgiven: Sothat as the Apoſtleſayesin 
a different caſe, they would have 
pluckt out therr very eyes, for the 
ſervice of theſe rapacious Vultures, 

XVI. This is a Truth ſo inconteſtable, 
that the civil Powers in the moſt of all Chri. 
ſtian Stares, found themſelves under an ab. 
ſolure neceſſity, ro pur ſome ſtop to ſuch a 
Torrent of ill difpoſed Charity, as was likely 
to terminate in the Sertling of the whole 
Lands and Poſleſſions, within their Territo- 
ries, Inthe hands of a ſort of Men, that de- 
pended upon a Foraign Power, and preten- 
ded toanexemprion and independencie, from 
the Civil Authority of the States they lived 
in: As among many other Inſtances, that 
might be given, may appear from that one 
Lav in our own Nation, prohibiting the dif- 
poſal of Lands or Heritages by Perlons on 
Death-bed. 
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XVI. Itis well obſerved by the Noble ds * 
hat « & P/e/fs, that when rhe Chriſtian Do. 


Arine and Religion began to be cor- arg 


ch, Þ|} rupted in the Subſtance, People en- rimm iniqui- 
zot | deavoured to. cover their deteQtion **** 
1it I} byretaining the Shadow, and to ſeem as Reli- 
.in | giousasever, by building of Kirks, Chappels 
ve | &c And that in Actions of this nature, the 
he |} worſt of Men,were ordinarly the moſt forward 
and devour, that thereby they might oblicerat 
le, | the memory of their former vicious Lives and 
ri- Þ Practiſes,bothin themſelyes and others. This 
ab. Þ iSindeed a clear Paraphraſe, upon our &lefſed 
1a |} Saviowr's charge againſt the Scribes and Pha- 
ely © ri/ces, That they tithed the « Mint an1 the 
ole BE _Anniſe, aud omitted the weighter Matters 
to- | of the Law, Fudgament, Mercy, 
Je- and Faith. 
2n- X VIII. Things being brought to this 
"m pals, it is litrle wonder, that the humour of 
uilding and doting cf Kirks, began to increaſe; 
1at |} and the number ot Patronages by conſe- 
ne ence, to multiply : ſo that in a ſhorttime, 
liſ- ew Kirks or Congregations, wanted ſome 
on | one orother for their patron. And many times 
when Patronage could not be claimed , upon 
the account of the building or doting of Kirks, 
there was ſtill ſome bedy tound, who under 
the leaſt ſhadow of Reparations. or ocher = 


Matt. 23. 
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and in defaulc of all, the Popeof Rome, as 


pretending himſelf, to be patron Supreme ,! 
Paramount and Unrver/al of all Kirks ; and; 


fince the Reformation in this Church, our 
own Kings, as coming into the Pop's place 
( which by the way, is none ofche molt ho-! 
nourable Succeflions ) aſſumed and uſurped 
this Priviledge. So thatin a ſmall time, the 
Corruption was little leſs than univerſally 
ſpread. 

XIX. Before we leave this Head, we 
may obſerve, that as that _,Antichriſtian 
Church of Rome, hath in moſt ofher Inſtitu. 
tioas, (till endcayoured to advance her” own 
ſplendor and preatneſs. and her uſurped*Do- 
minion, over the Church and Conſciencss of 
God's People,by an affected imitation of theſe 
intereſts, which the Secular powers of the 
Earth, have overthe civilrights of their Sab-, 
jects, expreſly contrareto the Precepts of our; 
bleſſed Lord, Luke, 22, Which in this caſe 

. deſerve a very ſerious and ſpecial 
_ fs Me. conſideration; ſo particularly,this 

20 25. + / inſtitution of Patronage, hath 
been fixed or continued and improyen, to 
make ſome ſort of a reſemblance and parallel, 
inthe Church, tothat of Feudal Superiority 
and Vaſſalage, in uſe betwixt great Menand 
their followers. [This ſeems to be pretty coef 
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ly intimate, by the very word Bene ficrum , 
which in its more proper acceptation, ſignie 
fies the ſame thing with Feudum, or a grant 
of Lands. by a Superior to his vaſſal, for mis 
MF litary ſervices; tho' by a kind of Antmmomajia, 
O-' Y that firſt ſignification, be in a manner now 
ed wholly diſuled, and the other ot a Spiritual or 
ie Church living, commonly if not only, under- 
| ſtood thereby. And hence it may be obſer- 
yed, that as Patronage was fix-d, or continu» 
ve i cdandimproven, in imitation of Feudal Su- 
MF} peririties, fo a5 toorder of time, irs firſt vi- 
u- i gor was not, till after the feudal Inſtiturion: 
mn. For the Vandals ( who gave the riſe tothe 
0-8 Feudal Contrat7 ) took the City of Rome, 
of | after the middle of the fifth Century.T his ma 
ſe. 1:kewiſe confirm whar was formerly hinted, 
ns. char till the year DC. the Intereſts of Patro- 
b-\ if enage, in the &/ef7ion and Maintenance of the 
Faſtors of the Church was not known. 
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nd T He Canoniſts write of Patrons, as per- 

ly ſons in ſome kind of office, & haying right | 
B @ 
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-*. 'toaſortot Sripend. The rights they aſcribe 
to them are ſhortly theſe 
[. Firſt a Fus Honorrficum , whereby the 
patron, had power to nominate the Paſtor, 
and give him right to the Benefice, and co have 
a ſplendid and Stately Sear, and a Burial place, 
in the Kitk; and a right of precedency, a- 
mong the Clergy, in ſolemn proceſſions, vi- 
ſirations &c In which they could not lay 
aſide, their Pride and Vanity, in their very 
neareſt approaches to God, in going about 
the Duties of his worſhip and ſervice: Nor 
in the moſt humbling Circumſtances of 
Death and Burial, And how ſuitable fuch 
practices are, to the faults, of the Scribes and 
© Math, 2x: s Phariſees, whodid all therr 
Mark 12, 38. works to be ſeen of men, and 
, James 2, 1,2,3-4 loved the upper moi? Rooms 
s Wo .*at feaſts, and the chief ſeats im the Synagogues, 
+= and greetmgs in the mercat place, and to 
+ be called of men Rabbi Rabbi; tor which, 
our Sayiour ſo ſharply rebukes them, any 
man may eaſily ſee by this Jus honorrficumn, 
The Patron had alſo his name and Arms, 
and other badyes of Honour, cut, engraven, 
or painted upon the entry, or wallsof the Kirk, 
And upon the Bells, Chalices and other U. 
.,tenſils. Andalſo was zommatim mentioned 
- inthe publick Prayers of the Church, which 
are 
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are all pharifaical Fancies' of the ſame 
Nature. | 

Il. Secondly, they aſcribe to the Patron, 
or, | a Jus Urrie, whereby it he, or his Poſterity 
ve | became poor, and could not live a/-unde, they 
ce, | were to be entertaine4 and alimentred , out of. 
a- | the Church Revenucs, as ſome ſort of a re- 
vi- } compence and retribution, for their having 
lay I gratified the Church, by building and Ece&- 
Try | ingotaKirk, or mortitying a maintenance 
out IE for the Incumbents. 
for II Thirdly a Jus Oneroſum , whereby the 
of | Patron (as the Canoniſts tell us ) was ob- 
ich I lidged, to repair the Kirk, and defend its 
nd | Rents, from Dilapidations and Miſapplicati- 
er || ons. 
nd IV. Tohaveyet a more Diftin& view, of 
ms | this pretended Right of Patronage. eſpecially 
es A} as itharh been practiſed in this Church, theſe 
[to | particulars, among” others, may be con- 
ch, | ſidered. | 
ny Firſt, that the Right of Patronage, Im» 
mn, | ported a priviledge to /ook out ( as 
1s, | the Apoſtles phraſe it) Nominat  _. ; 
en, 8 and &E/eF, rhe Perſon who ſhould 
ik, # be Paſtor, at ſucha Kirk. Ifay, to F/eF, for 
U. J all that precceds Tryal and Admiſſion, Is 
xd | that which is properly called E/ef7:9n, as 
| we ſhallfee in theſequcl of this diſcourſe. 
TE OR” B z V. Next 
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be V. Nextit Imported a power, to make 
this nominationand Eletion, without being 
tied or oblidged, ro, acquaint, or Conſult 
with either paroch or Presbitry, or even (dur- 
ing prelacy } with the Biſhops themſelves, 2 M 
who were Ordinars of the Diocy, in which Y ent 
the Kirk lay. Andeven, tho” the Lord in his ſo l; 
providence, were offering the occaſion of a © chat 
Perſon more worthy, and better qualified for I bee! 
the charge, yet the Patron might nominar, | «le* 
and preſent, the Perſon, whom he at his Y gati 
pleaſuce had looked out, to the Presbitry or © vilt 
Prelates whenin power, And require them I Me! 
by Law, yeacharge them under the pain of I fain 
Rebellion, ( as the term is) To try and I Pt 
le cet. admit him, as Miniſter of that Þ his 
_ Kirk, if he were but fonnd, inthe \ 
leaſt meaſure Externally quali- © 28 
fied, according to the letter of the Church, Fo: 
Laws and Canons, for the Office of a Paſtor © wil 
in general; without any reguard of his being || 50! 
fic and proper for that particular People, or of | 
any other conſideration: and that tho' the I te 
whole Congregation concernced.ſhould expre(- I WE! 
ry declare their diſſent, from the Patron's No- i ©©" 
mination and Election, and had their eye up- tho 
on another, indiſputably more worthy and ||| 5<% 
proper for the place, and much more accep- 
table ro them, | 
| VI. The 
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nake VI. The right of Patronage, did alſoim- 
eing © port the Priviledge of giving the only Legal 
"fulc Y Right and Tule, tothe Paſtors maintenance, 
dur. © tor ſerving the Cure art ſuch a Kirk ; ſo that if 


ves, a Miniſter lawtully Called and ordained, had 
hich entered to the Kirk,: and had proved never 
1 his & fo laborious, faithful and ſucceſsful, in the diſ- 
of a ©} charge of his Duty ; Yer unleſs his entry had 
for been by the Patrons ex:reſs nomination and 
nat, MY cleftion, he might till claim and exerce ane- 
his © gative intereſt, ro ſtop and interrupt the Mis» 
7 or Yvilter, in the peacable poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
1iem ment of his maintenance, till he took and ob- 
n of © tained a preſentation from him ; and that the 
and I Patron was nor oblidged to give him, but ar 
hat £ his own pleaſure, and on his own conditions. 
the V1I. Thirdly, the priviledges of .patro- 
ali- & Nage, deſcended from thoſe who were the firſt 
rc, Founders or Doters of a Kirk, or had other- 
ſtor © wiſe right ro the patronage, from Father to 
ing || Son, &c, according tothe common Degrees 
, or & of Blood, and Rules of Succeiſion, withour 
the & the Icaſt diſtintion, whether the next Heir 
ref. © were capable ro manage ſuch a Truſt, and 
No. | to make a right choiſc of paſtors or not: yea, 
up- | tho' the next Heir were a Woman , whoſe 
and £ Sex, and many Infirmitics, both of Body and 
Mind, debarr her ( for the moſt part,) from 
any melling in publick Afﬀaics, eyen of a 
B 3 SCcu- 
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Secvlar: and Temporal' Concernment,' and 
much more in Eccleſiaſtical matters , ia 
which the word of God! expreſly diſcharges 
her co be admitted ro any voice: yea, tho' 
the next Heirs ſhould be more than-one, as Þ Can 
in the caſe of Heirs porrioners, in which; grol 

: and many other caſes, where tow 

1 Tim, 2. 12, . 

2 Cor, 14. 35, {he patrons happened to be ma- Ill caſe 

ny, they were cither to concur | to t 
( atleaſt the major. part of them»). ia the pre- I v9» 
ſentation, or otherwife they were to preſent I whi 
alterns victbus,- contorm ro the Canon Law. Þ Anc 

C. 1. dejwe Tran/mittitnr hoc-jus ad Here Þ bite 
patronaturin 6. des, nec intereſt an plures Pa- Þ mu 
front fint, (ve unus; dummodo ft ptures font, B Pa: 
71 preſentando omnes, vel certe major e0rum fat 
pars, in Eundem convemant ; ac prſſunt pa-Y mu 
front mter ſe paciſct, ut alternts vicious | ſhe 
ſmguls prefentent. This Right beiag ac: ur 
counted, a: part of a mans privat Patrmony, Þ tro 
which heenjoyed, and bad ſecured & convey*- | neſ 
ed ro hm, and his Heirs, inthe ſame manner ÞÞl he j 
as he had the reſt of his Fortune and Eſtare. the 

VII. Next, not only was this priviledge W Ri; 

Tranſmitted, to ſuch as were the. Patrons | fer 
neareſt herrs, bur alſo, choſe that were in- on 
veſted, inthe preſent Right of it, might and ÞÞ the 
did ,./el{ and make over theſame, towhom 
{ocver they pleaſed, in the ſame manner, as 
they mightdifpoſe, of any other thing, that 


% 
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fell within the C ompaſs of their Prevare' 


, 1 BE Patr:momny. - And that without making any 
roes' F Diſtinction berwixr the ſelling ot the Righr of 
tho" I Patronage, alone, and by itſelt ( which the 


as Canomits themlelves acknowledge to be 
\ich, I proſly Simonzacal) andthe ſelling ot the lands, 
hero I to which the Patronaye is annexed; in which 
ma- IF caſe the Canoniſts declare, it is Simony, 
cur i to take any Addition of price , for the Lands, 
pre- EF un the ac count of the Patronaye annexed :; 
ſent © which our Patrons did norin the leaſt notice. 
aw. £ And the very Council of Trent it felt prohi- 
ere.  birech ſuch $ales, under the pain of Excom- 
Pa- munication, and forfezture of the Right of: 
ont, Parronape, to be incurred pſo Concil : Trident * ' 
"wry fat. In this (toour ſhame 1t jeg; 25 decres de! 
P4- muſt be ſaid J the Papilts reform : cap: 9. | 
v1} ſhew more Conſcience and tenderneſs. than 
ac our own Laws, and the- moſt. of our Pa» 
ny, trons do, They allo diſcover more-tenider- 
ey" neſs, in reſpet of the perſons capable to 
ncr F beinyeſted with the right of Patronage, when 
©. IF they maintain; thar the patron looleth his 
Ige Right, and the Kick becomes tree of the 
ons IF ſervitude, /ipatronus {it hereticus : whereas 
in- B onthe contrar our patrons, -might and did/e/ 
nd F their Rights, to any they plealed , yea'even 
MY to Papiſts, and ſuch as were under the higheſt 
Church cenlures. SH” 

IX, Farther, (as have alrcady hinted ) 
. 
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all the Patronages, that before the-reformati. 
on, did belong to any Religious houles (as 
they are termed) ortothe Pope, as patron; 
Supreme , Paramount and Unruer/al, and all 
other Parronages, to which, another perſon, 
could not inſtruR aſufficient right, were taken 
into the Kings hands, as ſucceeding to, and 
coming in their places,and were by him diſpo- 
ſed upon. to whom he pleaſed, by rights un-, 
der the Great Seal/&c And the truth is , this 
is a ſortof ſucec(ſion, very fſutable tothe 
Kings other ptetences of Supremacy, and 
Headſhip of the Church, which in efte& make 
him a new Pope, in a reformed Church, Rex 
idem hommum Phebigne Sacerdos, as if the 
deſign of the Keformation had not been, to 

ſeparate our ſelves from the unjuſt and anti- 
chriſtian power, uſurped over the Church, by 
the Popes z bur mcerly, to transfer it, from 

Italy and the Biſhop of Rome, and lodge it, 

inthe perſon ot che Prince, among ourſelves, 

And hence itis clcare , tharttho' there be an 

ordinar diſtinction of Kitks, into elective 

and par'onate , which ſome urge tor a conni- 
vance at Fatronaye; yet with us, there re- 
mains not the [caſt ſhadow, of an eleQive Kirk, 
inthe whole narion. 

+ X. Seventhly the Canoniſts tell us, rhat 

the right of Patronage, was often granted , 

Q 


” 
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nati-W couch as had not in the leaſt been Benefa- 

(asY Gorsrothe Church, inthe Erection or dots 
tron ing ot Kirks; And that per modum ſpeciahs 
dall Y previlegis, granted bethe Pope, ſolent e- 


ſon, mm pontifices, nonunnquam ſe decretorum 
ken Dommos, ac Conditores oftendere. That they 
and may let the World fee, the\ are the ab/olate 
po- Maſters, & unaccountable Arbiters, alſe well 
un-. as the Makers of the Canons, 


his Xl. Eightly, the Canoniſts alſo rell us, 
the Y thatthe patron may commit and /ntruF?, his 
nd power of preſentation, to any other ſpecially 
ake authorized for thatend. Andthus we have 
ex frequently ſeen among our ſelyes, the Faftors 
he and Chamberlanes of Noblemen and others , 
to att by vertue of ſuch Commiſſions, in theſe 
ti- macters. 

by XII. And laſtly, they alſo rellus, that 
m ſuch patrons, as are preciſcly paſt ſeven years 
it, of age, and far more ſuch as are within mi- 
'S, nority, may preſent by themſelves, without 
in ||- theadvice or concurſe of their 7 ufors and Cu- 
{- rators, tho' ſome of the Canoniſts dorequire, 
i- that Tutors and Curators do it m their 
Co Name. 

&, 
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T he Opinion of our Reformers &c. concerning - 
PATRON AG E. of 

I AS this corrupt cuſtom of Patronage, =_ 
ſpread over che Church in veneral, ſowe find _ 
the Church of Scorlandin particular, wanted h 
not hcr ſhare jn the common Calamity. And c 
accordingly we find this prerended Priviledge, 
zcalouſly witneſſed againſt, by Our worthy + 


Reformers , who vigorouſly preſſed, tor the i 
removal of it Andwe find alfo that otlicr 


. : | 
; Foreign Churches, were ſenſible of the bon- O 
dage,the C hurch lay under, by theſe priviledg- , 
es. I cannot ſtay xo inſcit reftimonies at - 
large, the Reader may tully tatisfie himſelf, y 
in the matter, if he will be at the pains to 
7 Book of Difci- look over the firſt and ſecond 
Plin heed. 4 Brooks of Diſcipline, of this 
2 Book of Diſci. jp { 
Mincap. 3. ind Church, the Acts of our general - 
12, Gen.efſemd, Aſſemblics, and the Acis ofthe t 
«1 26a Famous Synod of Dore. As tor n 
ſeſs. 5. the opinion of particular Divines 
S1ned Dordracen , ; , J 
tho' they have bur very little 
medled with cheſe Matters, ver when ever 7 


they touch them, they declare them 10 be 
o 
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a very grievous and burdenſome uſurpati- 
on, asinſome meaſure we may haveoccaſion 
toſce, inthe following part oftkis Diſcourſe. 

IT. And truly no leſs could beexpetted 
from men ot ſo much Piery and Zeal, for the 
Glory of God, and the Inrereits 
of his Chorch, ſince even the CN hete 
moſt corrupt aſſembly that cyer de Refor. cap. g./ 
mett, I mcan the Council of Je daerages 

; e Refor.cap.12 
T rent, is forced toacknowledge, & 13 c& jeſs. 
the great prejudice, the Church OS ce, 
ſuſtains, by the Rights of Patro- uy And 
nage, as isclear from whatis al- cp. 68, 
ready hinted. and from their other decrees, in 
theycats 1551 andi156;3. Andbeforethem 
the provincial Council at Mentz in Germany, 
inthe year 1549, was very {cnlible of the in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion, ot theſe Privileges: 
as we may have occaſion to mention here. 
after. 

I1T. But alter the Shaking that theſe 
Rightsof Patronage got, at our Reformation 
from '/opery, the alteration of that comely 
and orderly Church Government, inſtituted 
by 7Je/us Chrift, and which we received both 
with Chriſtianity it ſelf, and in a ſpecial man- 
ner, with our ficſt Retormation trom Anti- 
chri ſtian darknels, and under which, ſo ma- 
ny abuſes, both in Church aad State, w_ 
0 


purity and plenty of Goſpel Ordinances, with 


a moſt wondertul Succeſs eſtabliſhed ; The 


alcerarion, I fay, of this our Presbirerial Go-+ 
vernment, into Prelacy , gavethis Corrupti- 
on, and many others new Root, For un- 
der prelacy a Government firſt and laſt 
violently obrruded upon this Church , 
contrary ro the inclinations of the Nati- 
on, without any warrand from the word 
of God, or example either inpure antiquity, 
or other reformed Churches abroad. for no 
otherend, butto bear down, the juſt and ne- 
ceſlary Liberties of the Church, in there- 
proot of fin, and inthe Exerciſe ot diſcipline, 
and to beſubſervient for carrying on, the bad 
deſigns ofa corrup? court party, for enſlaving 
of both Church and State, and conliantly at- 
rended, with a moſt Viſible and General de- 
feRion, both in Worſhip and Morals. Under 
this Prelacy it was , thatthis and many other 
corruptions,and ſuperſticions, were vigorouſly 
advanged and ſupported The Prelats leaving 
no means uneſſayed,to inhaunce all the Patro- 
napes they could in their own hands, or inthe 
hands of ſuch, as would contribute their pow- 
er and intereſt. to promote the deſigns then 
on foor, for en{laving this Church and Nation, 
under a yoak of Bondage and Superſtition, and 

ro 
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ſo happily taken away, and ſo much ofthe 
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ro keep out all ſuch, from any acceſs tothe 
Work oft the Miniſtry, as were inthe leaſt 
ſuſpected, of adeſire to croſs theſe il} deſigns; 
fo that arlength, the Right of Parronage, be- 
came ſo rooted and fixed, and ſo twiſted and 
inter-woven, with other ſecular and civil in- 
tereſts, that it wasexpreſly avowed and plead. 
ed for, asa partola Mans private Patrimso- 
»y, the Rights whereof he had ſettled and 
confirmed to him and his heirs attcr him, as 
theſe of his other eſtate, by Charters under 
the Seals &:., And might Lawtully fell and 
diſpoſe of it,tco whom he thought fir, as well as 
thereſt of his Fortune: , And from which he 
could not be excluded, without the higheſt in- 
jury and injuſtice. 

I V. Theſe Exorbitancies of patronage, al- 
ready mentioned, with many others too redi. 
ousto relate, ( wherein our Patronages, are 
many times very different to the worſe, from 
theſe in the Canon Law ) a man in reaſon 
would think, might be ſufficient withoutany 
farther enquiry or debate, co determine us a- 
gain(t ſuch a Priviledge. Bur fincethis (as 
well as other corruptions ) isto this day, by 
fome perſons, with ſo much heat-and vehe- 
mence aſſerted, and defended, tho'thejuſtice 
of the publick Authority of the Nation, in 
aboliſhing theſe privileeyes was in the year 
1649, 
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1649, and ſeveral years thereafter very core, 


dially acquieſccd unto by the moſt of rhoſe, 
who had the largeſt ſhare of them : 1 ſhall 
theretore 1n the next place, according to the 


method propoſed, withall the plainneſs and 


brevity I can, enquire into, and examine the 
Grounds, which are, or may be adduced, for 
a Foundation to the Rights of Patronage, 
which will yer farther diſcoycr the injuſtice 
and unwarrantable burdenſomneſs of this pri- 
viledpe. | 
V. I hope Inced nor advertiſe the Reader, 
that it is not my deſign ro fix the guilt of all 
the abuſes, with which I charge this preren- 
ded Priviledge, upon all the Patrons in the 
Nation: I know many ot them arc, and have 
been, very pious and worthy Perſons, and 
have been honoured, even in that capacity 
todo the Church very good ſeryice, by look- 
ing out of honeſt and fairhtul Miniſters, in 
ſome times of defceRtion. Bur after all { muſt 
inthis diſtinguiſh, berwixt the z»tentio Rex, and 
the Frentto Per/one, or betwixt the tendens. 
cy of the Inſtitution itſelf, and the honeſty 
ot ſome Men, that have managed the ſame; 
it being the Law of God, and tne Principles 
of Juſtice and Reafon, and not men's -Inten- 
tions, that ſpecity their Actions to be good, 
or bad, as is very cyident ( to inſtance nofar- 


ther 
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ther ) in the caſe of _Aaror's Golden Calf, 
and Jeroboam's Calves at 'Dan and Bethel, 
which they intended for the 
true Worſhip of rhe God of apo 46 = npmns- 
Iſrael; and yet the Spirit of 10. 7. 457. 41, 
God tells us, it was for the \ 5,5 '* = 
Worſhip of Devils, ( which _ 

clearly overthrows all the Jeſurtick quibbles, 
abour a right intention) And I muſt alfo 
ſay, that all the good that ever the Church 
had, or can have by the Right of Patronage, 
can never countervail the trouble and dam- 
age it hath occaſioned. 


SECT. IV. 


The Ground and Argument for Patronage, 
from a Reſervation by the firſt Foun 
ders, Examined. 


"- THe firſt, and main, if not the only 

Ground, that with any colour of rea- 
ſon can be urged, for a Foundation to the 
Rights of Patronage, is this; That it ſeems 
moſt undutiful and unreaſonable, to deny that 
Priviledge, to ſuch as have deſerved fo well _ 
of the Church, by building of Kirks, and be- 
ſtowing of a conitant Maintenance, on ſuch 
AS 
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as ſhould ſerve the Cure therear, and which 


priviledge at thetime of thegran?, they ex- Khe it 
preſly re/erved to themſelves, and their hers Wfrom 
after them, & whereof they accordingly have - he 1h 


been ſo long in poſſeſſion: and that, if this privi- © Paſt 
ledge be denyed, it will prove agreat diſcou. = naxc 
ragement, for any togratifiethe Church, with. Il ſucab 
ſuch favours, for the future. gatic 
' UI. ThisbeingasI] have ſaid, the main | who 
round, that can be urged in this matter, I I here 
ſhall take the more pains diſtintly to diſcuſs nn 
it, have 
For anſwer then to the firſt part of the I ofth 
pretence, from the Reſervation of Patronage, £ con 
by the firlt Founders, and Doters of Kirks | Lav 
and Benefices, Theſe things may be conſide. \ 
red. | tolc 
II. Firſt,that if the Patrons will needs ſtand I it b' 
upon this pretence, of a reſervation, may | nev 
we not on much betrer ground, retort, that | ral 
the Patrons have ſorfcited their rights, ifthey | 
had any, by their notpertorming thele con- | £9! 
ditions, on whichonly (if we may believe ttt 
the Canoniſts) the Pope, and other Biſhops, for 
granted, and the patrons accepred. the rights | Ma 
of Patronage? v:z Thar the patron ſhould be | EV! 
oblidged, ro uphold and repair the Kirk, when | 0 
it is /ke to fa!l,or proves ruinous. 2. Thathe 
ſhould be oblidged to rebuild it,if it were burnt 
or 
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or ſhaken drwn.by an Earthquake &c. ;. That 
he ſhould be oblidged to defend the benifice 
from being diapidat or miſapplyed. and that 
he ſhould rake care, that on all occaſions the 
Paſtors were furniſhed, with a due mainte- 
#auce. And as it is ſufficiently known, how un- 
ſutably the Patrons have ated to all theſe obli- 
gations, ſo the burden of the moſt, if nor the 
whole of this charge, is by Law laid upon the 
beretors and People of the reſpe Rive paroches, 

IV. Next, I ſhall but mention what 1 
have formerly marked of che Patrons forfeirur 
of theirrights, by the /ale of their Patronages, 
contrare to the Prohibitions of the Canon 
Law and the Council of Trent it ſelf. 

V. The Patrons muſt nor rake it ill to be 
told that the pretence of a reſervation, unleſs 
it be produced , is but gratu diftum, and can 
never be ſuſtained, as being againſt the gene- 
ral preſumption of hiberty; whereas all Ser- 
vituds, ſuch as Patronage is acknowledg- 


ed to be, are never preſumed, but moſt be po- | 


ſitruely and evidently inſtrufted, And there- 
tore letthem pretend whar they will , 1.muſt 
make bold to ask them, Yuomodo conſtat that 
ever ſuch a Reſervation was made;lf they can- 
not produce ſomewhar elſe, beſtde their own 
aſſertion, we muſt tell them, that denex 
exiſtentibus, & de _ apparentibus idem eſt 


udis 
& 
.0X#s 


'S 
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Fudicium: athing that i not at all, and athing. 


that appeares not by evident proof, are in the © whe 
ſame caſe, And there is no right or claim Iſ are 
can be founded or ſuſtained upon either of © goo 
them wes 


VI Fourthly , it is very improbable, that Þ out 


atatime in which [gnorance did fo much a- 
bound. & chat the moſt part of all TranſaQti. 
ons and Conveyances, evenol the moſt impor- 
tant rights, were performed, without the [x- 
Ferpoſmg of any af or deed in Writting : uſe 

wont , anda fort of moral honeſty , being, 
the beF7 ſecurities = man had; Ifay, itis 
very improbable, thatat ſuch a time , the 
building and doting of Kirks, was managed in 
ſogood form, as to have any written att or 
Inifirument, either for the building or the dot- 
ing, orfor the Reſervarzon of the right of Pa- 
tronage, ' upon that account. And conſe- 
quently itis highly improbable, that ever ſuch 
Rejervations can be inſtructed, or pro- 
duced, Anditis moſt certain, that in theſe 
times when Kirks were firſt built, and bene- vhs 
fices ſerled , the [gnorance, orit you will the 
famplicity, buthotthis, and many other Na- 
tions, was ſuch, as we haye deſcribed, and 
in ſome places continues foto this day,as(to in- 
ſtance no tarther ) may be ſeen, in ſome of 
the remot corners of Scorland, eſpecially hoy 

| " = 
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ofthe northern lands, of Orknay & Zerlands 
where the Udal Rights ( as they term-them } 
areinuſe, and where Civility, Learning and. 
good policy have nor yet fo far prevailed, as to 
wear out that old cuſtom, albeir it be worn 
that MY out ot-moſt of the other parts of the Land. 

h a- VII. Fitthly, as we have formerly obſer- 
Ci. WM ved, the Righrof Patronage ar firlt, was ra- 
Dor- WM ther an after-Game, that creept m clandefiim. 

In- B ly. andby ſtealth, upen the Church, than 
u/e © the effe&t of any poſerrve inſtirution, or of any 
ng, W expreſs reſerv1tion, made atthe time ofthe 
tis W founding or doting of Kirks. And tho” there 
the UW may be ſome Kirks and benefices, thatin lat- 
| in ter times, have been built and ſerled , ſince 
or Learning and policy began to flouriſh in ſome 


a x. 0 C7, Rus 
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Ot- greater meaſure than formerly, whereof the 
a- firſt and original foundations, bear ſuch a re« 
ſc- F ſervation; yer as the number of ſuck will be 
ch found co be very ſmall, ſo theſe can fay 
r0- nothing, for a ground to the Rights of Parro- 
ſe nage. mm general. 

e- os VIIE Sixthly it isundenyable, that the 
he moſt part of Patronages are grounded upon 
a. meet cuſtom, and frequent atts of preſent att 
1d 0#, Withour the lealt prerence, to any reſer- 
N- vation of this nature ; or they are founded on 
4 - ancient pre/cription paſt memory of mary 
e 


( and perhaps declaratory ſentences may be 
© 2 | obs. 


> 


o 
. 


og, 
g 


obtained thereon ) as borh our 


os thence rhat Council, doth 
__ [ef rationally enough conclude; 
reform. c« 9 thatin many caſes. 7us pa- 
tronatus plerumque ex uſurpatione queſitum 
eft,chatis, that for the moſt partitis uſurped 
without any warrand. And upon theſame 
ground perhaps itis, that one of the moſt 
judicious of our own Lawyers, does ſomuch 
inſiſt upon ane expreſs reſervas 
tion, as neceſſar to the Conf7t- 

#ution of Patronage; tho? perhaps he may al- 
low preſumprions of long poſſeſſion, frequent 
Aqts of preſentation and Infeitments from the 
King, to be ſufficient in foro Juridico, toinfer 
thatre/ervation, andtoſuſtain the right of 
Parronage, according to the courſe of our 
cuſtoms, which in this caſe were founded upon 
che Canon Law, before the Reformation , and 
were not antiquat by any publick conſtituti+ 
on long atrer that time. 

. IX. Seventhly, the Patrons ſhifting to old 
Characters and Impreſſions, upon the Kirk 
walls, Bells, Chalices and other Utenciles, 
for probation of then Rights, does clearly ac+ 
knowledge, they can inſtruft no ſach Re/er- 
vation. 

X. Eightly, the Canoniſts do grant, _ 
" the 


SirT: Hope. 2. 


o* 


own Lawyers 
and the Council of Trent do acknowledge: and 
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the Right of Patronage was ordinarly. con- 
ſtitute - otherways than by ſuch Reſervations, 
whenchey tellus, thatthe Pope per modum 
0. Bl Prioilegns, conferred this Right on whom he 
ae: thought fit, tho* they had never beſtoweda 
4 | Farthing upon the Church, as we have marked 
= inthe beginning ofthis diſcourſe. 
XI. Andlaſtly, cheſame Canoniſts do al- 
ich If {9 acknowledge, that the Right of P—_ 
hath been obrained many otherways, than by 
ſuch re/ervations:for tho' the founders had ne- 
ver claimed the Right of Patronage intheir 
own time, nor their Children after chem; yet 
he © *bey tell us, tharthe founders poſterity, for 
ſome Generations after, might, and frequent- 
of |} !y did,obrainagrantoftheRight of Patronage,' 
ur | vith the clauſe ex nunc,ut ex tune &c. And it 
is little to be doubted, but that i re antiqud 
ſuch as this neceſſarly behoved to be, the Pope 


8 and Roman Chancery were frequently influen= 
ced by the intereſt and power of parties, and 

q other By-conſiderations, to content them- 

k ſelves with very ſlender proots, citheras torhe® 


perſons who were the Founders, or as tothe 
h Relation of thoſe who claimed the Right, upon 
the account of their propinquity tothem, e- 
ſpecially when no other perſon appeared to 
oppoſe their claime: and it is very probablg 


that | aSin many other caſes where Rights or 
C 3 ſen- 


TY 
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ſentences are exped abſexte Reo, they might 
be ſatisfied with a nzkedalledgance. as ro botly 
theſe points, without any farther, it there wag 
but the leaſt prerence ofa general Citation Ge, 


to infer contumacy tor not compearing. La 

| the 

8 edi 

y , = TR ten 
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EA farther exammation of this Reſervation, = 
+ from "its own Niuture, and from the Na: : 
#2 ture of Prous and Charitable Deeds, = 
*# w” 


EF) UT not toinfiſt any farther on theſe 
"I grounds, we may obſerveinthe next i P* 
lace, that ſuch Re/ervarions, tho' they were 
clearly Inftructed in all Patronages, and that 
other merhods of conſtituting theſe Righrs 
had not been uſed;yet theſe Re/ervations can- 
nor be here regarded. For as Lawyers tell us, 
»unlawful Conditions adjfced to a grant of any 
thing are null- and ineffectual ; and they deli- 
veritasa rule that cond;tr0:11,cita babetur pro 
non adjetta. Andrtheretore ſuch a Ke/er vate- 
08 as this of the Right of Patronage, in the 
foundatton of a Ki7kor Benefice, being-in it 
ſelf a Sinful and unlawful cond:t:on, without any 
warrand trom the word of God, contrare - 
rag 
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»& the Churches true Freedom and Intereſt, and 
inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive of theſe 
Spiritual Liberties and Priviledges conferred 
upon her, by 7/e/ws hr:ff, her only Head and 
Law giver ( as we ſhall fully demonſtrare in 
the ſequel of this diſcourſe ) it muſt be look- 
8 cdupon, as it ir had never been made, nor in- 
— | tended ether tobe c/armedor praftifed. Ef 
quod ab mito non valuit, tratiu tempor con- 
valeſcere nequit That which was void and null 
on, | from the beginning, cannever be mace effeFu- 
a: 21. by any tractor courſe of time, how lo 
ſoever. Sothart ancient poſſeſſion, tan jp 
better Plea in this cafe, than it could hefor 
\ofs Y many other unqueſtionably unlawful and ſu+ 
perſtitious'cultoms. 
uy II. But in the nextplace, itmay beobſer- 
har 8 v<d, that who ever builds a Kirk, or gives 
hrs Ml $79und for thar uſe, or ſertlesa maintenance 
an. | 92 thethe Incumbents hedoes it either. 


us 1. Per modum debitt, by way of debt or 
ny duty, or 7 
ali 2.. He does it per modum E leemoſyre,That 


pro is by way ot Almes or free Charity. or 
MM: | He does it, partly per modum debits 
and partly per modum Eleemoſyne', 'partly 

\ i the one way, and partly the other. or, 
4. Whichis worſe, he does it from a Pha- 
ri/aical principle of Vain glory, and tobeſcen 
ot Men. or, 5. Which 


40 . Ofthe Patronape of Kirks, * SeR.'Y 
5. Whichis worſt of all, he does itout of 
an Opemon of Merit, thinking, that he can 
thereby deſerve Lite and Happineſs atthe 
Hands of God. 
11. To apply this diſtintion to our pr& 
ſent purpoſe, let us conſider. 

x. Theſe who has conferred ſuch goad offices 
on the Church, as the building ar doting of 
Kirks, per modum debiti, arcluch as arc He. 
retors. of |roprietars. of the whole Lands 

and Rents, within that. bounds, in which the 

Kirk is ſucuat, and forthe benefit and conve. 

nience. of, the Inhabitants whereof, The 

Kit is built, or the Benefice ſettled. And this 

ſores Benefaftors do no more in this, but 

what by the Light of Nature, and Law of 

Natuns, and much more, by the Revealed 

Will and Law of God, and the Municipal 

Laws .and Cuſtoms, of the Chriſtian ſtate 

in which they live, they are cblidged, and 

winht;be legally compelled to do. 

V. For as it isa Principle acknowledged 
alt the ;World over, that all reaſonable ' 
Creatures, and much more. Chriſtians 
ought not only privaily and in ſecret, by 
themſelves and in.their Families.,, but al- 
ſo, joyntly, ſolemnly and: in publick, ro, wor- 
ſhip and adare, that Almighty Gcd,who is the 
firſt ſopntain and author, and the my 

- ( Lor 


i 


 UMI 
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Lord and Arbiter, ot their lives and beings, 
and their Sole and only Saviour from the guilt 
and pumſhment of Sin : and on whom they 
mult neceſlarty depend for cyery minuts pre- 
6 B ſervation, and tor all rheir Temporal Happir 
neſs here, and Eternal Happineſs hercafter: 
ces MW foin conſequence of this Natural and moral 
of MW duty, they are alſo oblidged to have Temples, 
le. © or large and conyenient Meeting places ( as 
ids WF the word ſignifies Templum guaſt teffum am- 
the W plum) for thatend, where they may be cove- 
ve. WM red and ſheltered from the injuries of the wea- 
'he I} ther, in. going about theſe duties. As alſo 
his I in conſequence of the fame duty, They are 
ut I likewiſe oblidged, to ſettle a ſutable mainte- 
of © nance, onfuch as are ſequeltrate and ſer a part 
/ed 8 from all other Imployments, to attend this 
al KF Worlhip and Service, and to inſtruct their 
ate © Pcopleinthe Myſteries of Religion. Yuands 
nd I enim aliguid conceditur, id etiam concedt Vis 
detur, (ine quo conceſſum ſub/ift2re non poteſt. 
ed And accordingly we find the practice of all 
le I Nations, in all ages, -how barbarous fo ever 
ns IF hath been ſutable hereunto. | 
Jy V. And therefore this beino a Natural and 
il- WW acknowledged duty, the burden of it muſt 
r- WW neceſſarly be charged upon ſuch as haverthe 
only itereft and property in the Lands and 
Rents, wickin that bounds: ſo that we may 


lately 
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ſafely conclude, that ſuch Benefactors as 
theſe, are ſo far from deſerving ſuch a Pri- 
viledge over the Church, and her L'berties 
thereby, that ( as our Bleſſed Saviour ſays ) 
when they have done all that u 
Commanded them to do, ..they 
muſt acknowledge themſelves, to. be unpr 0- 
fitable Jervants, and that they have done no+ 
thing but what was ther duty, 

VI Next, ſuch Heretors ad F ropreetars, 
tho' che whole charge does Naturally ly upon 
them, yet chey havealwayesthe concurrence, 
of che reſt of the Inhabirants of rhe bounds 
(tho' .heſe have no incereſt of property inthe 
Lands) And thereby a Proport:ona/and per- 
haps a greater wins of the burden: Sothar 
ſuch BenctaRors do not in that caſe ſo-much as 
their duty oblidges them to do, and therefore 
they do (ti{] lels deſerve ſuch a priviledge. 

VII. Laſtly we do not find that any of the 
People or Princes of Iſrael ſuch as David,Jy0- 
lomon &c; tor all the valt expence ot treaſure, 
they laid out, upon the building and repair- 
ing of the Temple at Jeru/alem once and a- 
gain, or upon the many Synagogues, that 
wereſpred up and down the Land, ſome 
whereot were built, at the privat charge of 

ſingie perſons, And thoſe Strangers 
71%: and Foraigners too, who were under 
nod 


Luke, 17. 


Luke 
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no obligation , by. being born within the Land 
ſoro do; Lſay, we do nor find, that any of thoſe 
Princes or people, for all the vaſt cxpence 
rhey were at, didever lay claim to the leaſt 
ſhaddow,, of ſuch a priviledge, in reference 
tothe Call and Maintenance of the Officers 
of the Chnrch 

VIII: And underthe new Teſtament, we 
find as little mention ot ſuch a priviledge ; for 
all the large poſſcfſions and donativcs that 
were beſtowed by the faith- |, __ 

54. 32: tothe end 

ful, upon. pious uſes, » r; 8: philip: 4: 
were given freely and #m. 15. 1. Cort 4e 
ſrankly , without reſerve. tha, 
The practiſe of 4nanias and Saphira, and of 
Simon Magus, do indeed look another ways 
But ſure Lam, neither their actions nor appro- 
bation, will incline any man that is not alto. 
gether deſerted of God, ro an imitation of 
their example. The native uſe we are to 
make of theſe Beacons, ſo early ſetup in the 
Chriſtian Church, is tro Caution us from 
Steiring near theſe rocks, on which they 
Splir. 

FIX: The ſecond fort of Benefattors menti. 
oned, ws thoſe who confer favours on the 
Church, per modum Eleemoſyne, or by way 
of pure almes and tree Charity, are ſuch per- 
ſons as having no civilintereſt or eltate _ 
the 
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the bounds, dobuild a Kirk, or dotethe ſame 
with a maintenance more or leſs, meerly from 
a principle of Compaſſion to the people, who 
dwell therein, and perbaps ly at a-great dif- 
rance, or otherwiſe inconveniently, for other 
meeting places ot publick worſhip; with a 
ſingle heart tor advancing the Glory of God, 
and for promoting the ſpiritual intereſt and 
welfare of the Souls of his people. Theſe 
tho' they be the only p-rſons, thar can be ſaid 
to conter real favour onthe Church, and to 
dotrue acts of Charity,” and ſo may ſeemto 
haye a much fairer pretence . to claim the 
Righr of patronage, than any of the other Be- 
netactors; I mean the fir 7 Donors themſelves 
{ foras to herres and /urceſſors, they are terms 
very unſutable in this attair. as I have already 
hinted, aad thall yet farther cleare ) yet with. 
all, we muſt ſtill conclude, that even thoſc 
can be allowed no ſuch priviledge. 

X. Firſt, becauſe the deſign and nature of 
ſuch good deeds, can never be conſtructed fo, 
as todeprive the Church of her freedom of E- 
lection, which ſhe cnjoyed before ſuch a grant: 
For this would truely bring thoſe Benefactors 
under the guilt of a deſign of Robbery, which 
iSabſolutely inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive 
of the nature and deſign of Charity. 

XI. Forit ſuch fayoursbe really conferred 
on 


au by 
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on the Church per modum pure F leemoſynes, © 


= or by way of pure Charity , there can be no- 
ho | thing more unſurable , ro the nature or deſign 
if. | of alms-giving, or mare deſtructive of it, than 


either to aſſume, or expet, a recompence 
ia 8 of | (oe or any other temporal reward; 
4, |} andmuch lefs can ſuch an enſlaving privi- 
ag © 1edge, asthisof Patronage be expected: For 
fo | aimesas almes, look for no recompence or 
id ©} reward, from thole on whom they are beſtow- 
ed, ſavethat of a bleſ- 


to || fiogfrom the Lord, to 1% prong u 24 1b a9, 
ne | whom Gifts of that 

e. | nature areſaidto be lent, and who hath en- 
es | gagedtorepay them accordingly. And the or- 
1s | dinar redaendo of pia animarum ſuffrage, 


ly from thoſe who receive the «_Al/mes, cannot 
| be otherways underſtood, in any ſoundſenſe. 
ſo | Thus 7ob glories, thar the Bleſſing of him 
that was ready to periſh, came upon him: 

\F | Andfurely, herthat takes or expects any 0. 
ther return hath his reward ( as our Saviour 


b ſayes) and can expet no other. So that 
+. | he who by ſuch good Deeds, expects ro ob- 
's | rain cither a Fus Utile, or a Jus Honorifi- 
h | £2, eſpecially thar part of it, which is fo 
© prejudicial to the Church, viz. the Parron's 


vegatrve Intereſts, in the Eletion and Main- 
tenance of the Miniſtry, ſeems tolay as much 
as 


as that he neither is that chearful and liberal 


tet 
Gruer , whom the Lord loves: nor that he &Þ gu 
looks upon God, who hath promiſed to pay Þ an; 
and require hum, to be a ſufficient Pay-ma- Þ P2 
ſter, and therctore that he will bertake him- ly 


ſelf to a recompence, by this unſutable re- # C: 
ſerve. of 
XII. Secondly, That which is once given Þ th: 
away, and conſecrate to the Lord for pious I 24, 
-Uſes, is no more his that gave it, as is clear © ( v 
18;  fremthe caſe of Anamas and Saphi, Þ ro 
—=* ra, and therefore no man can ex- he 
pectroretain any private Intereſtinir, Itise- EY bu 
. Novel. 1. ds legantly ſaid by Emanuel Commenus Y 2:4 
execut. Teſt. the Emperor, Chr:/tum heredemfi or 
feribere qu:3 videtur, cum paper ibus ſubſian-Y gi, 
tias fuas druid: precipit: cum enim Mendicans Y on 
accipit Chriſtus aftat, ac una cum illo manum= fir 
porrigit: Quatenus namg; inquit,unt ex mmm tis 
hiſce mers jratribus fectjtts , mibt fecſtts, &c.f Pa 
That is a man ſeems todeſign Jeſus Chriſt tor Y fai 
his Heir, when he ordains his goods to bel an; 
diſtribute ro the poor, for when a beggar re- qu 
ceives Almes, Chriſt himſelf ſtands by, and 
ſtretcheth forth his own hand with him, for tu 
in as much ( ſays he ) as you did it to the wi: 
leaſt of-my Brethren, you did it to me, &c, | be 
X11. But to clear this ycr farther, it may 
be obſerved, that any Right a Patron can py 
ren 


pay 
ma- 
im- 
; IC+ 
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tend to give a Paſtor, to his maintenance, is 
quoad. the Paſtor, but a groundleſs prerence, 
and ſo a ſuper vacaneons and uſeleſs grant, the 
Paſtors Right ro-his maintenance, being ful- 
ly eſtabliſhed in his perſon, by his lawtul 
Call tothe Miniſtry, and his faithful diſcharge 
of it :- So that unleſs the Patron will prerend, 
that he can pur a Miniſter in a /rr:tual ca- 
pacity, and ſoclaim the power ot Ordimation, 
( which is indeed Chriſt's Power commitred 
ro his Miniſters) as well as that of Election, 
he can give him no right to his maintenance, 
but ſuch as will be ſuperfluous: For as abundas. 
#14 non vitiat, fo neither does it ſtrengthen 
or confirm aright: And tho' whatthe Patron 
gives, ſhould be granted to be a confirmati- 
on, yet it can give no new __ ( con- 
firmatio enim nibil nov: juris adait, fed ane 
tiquum jus tantum roborat ) it being the 
Paſtors ſprritual capacity, and wu. to. 10. cal 
faithful diſchacge of his duty , 6-6. :Tim. 5.18, 
and that only, which gives hima full and un- 
queſtionable Title to his Wages. 

XIV. Next it may be obſerved very Nas 
turally, that if what a man hath once givena- 
way anddevoted to the Lord, tor pious uſes, 
be no more his that gave it, then cerrainly the 
founder of a benefice, cannot expect to retain 
to himſelf , and much leſs ro lus heirs and ſuc- 
ccllors 
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ceſſors, a negative Intereſt in the maintenance” 
of che Miniſters of the Goſpel, with fo little" 
uſe and advantage, and fo much prejudice, to 
the Church. Andcherefore tho' ſuch As of 
Favour and Charity, as are freely and gratui- 
roully beſtowed on the Church, ſeem to plead 
more tor the Rights of Patronage, than ſach 
as are done, per modum debiti, or for ſatis- 
fyng of a Moral duty, and obligation, to which 
the Donor or Founder was previouſly engaged; 
erthere is none who pertorm ſuch As, out 
of the ſingleneſs of their Hearr, and from a 
tcue principle ot advancing the Glory of God, 
and a ſincere motive of Compaſſion, to their 
poor Brethren, that will /czens volens, wit- 
ting and willingly, defire or expec a Privi- 
ledge, ſouſelefs and yerfſo hurttul rocheinte- 
reſt of the Church, and the good of Souls. | as lit 
This were indeed a Flie in the ,Appothecaries }} to ©) 
; Oytment, Xx 
XV. Thethrid fort of Benefators, to wit, | (iftl 
thoſe who confer Favours on the Church, az dc 
partly per modum debiti, and partly per mo- | tion, 
dum Eleemoſyaz, partly by way ot debt, | glor 
and partly by way ot almes, and free Charity, {| oft 
are ſuch perſons as have ſome civil intereſt of G 
and eſtate, within the bounds where the the 
Kirk lyes, but not the whole. And therefore 
their buitding or doting of a Kirk, is neither 
wholly 


> 
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wholly Duty, nor wholly Charity , but part 
of both. They being indeed previouſly bblidg- 
ed thereto, butare nor oblidged ro doit alone, 
and without the Concurrence c the reſt of 
that bounds, for bearing their ſhare of the 
common Burden ;ſeing he char ſo dots or builds 
is but one of many having intereſt. And thoſe 
Benefactofs can as little as the former, expet 
to be gratified with the Priviledge of Patro« 
nage, forthe Reaſons already mentioned. For 
if neither he who a&ts1n ſuch matters wholly 
per modum debiti, nor he who acts wholly 
and intirely per modum Eleemoſyne , can with 
any reaſon aſlume orexpect ſuch a priviledge; 
Then alfo by a neceſſary conſequence, hewho 
AQs in beſtowing ſuch tavours on the Church, 
partly the one way, and partly the other, hath 
as little, it not leſs ground than cither of them, 
to expect or aſſume the ſame. 

XVI. There is a fourth fort of BenefaRors 
(ifthey deſerve the Name ) and thoſe are ſuch, 
a5do their good deeds, meetly out of oftenta- 
tion, and from a Pharifaical principle of Vaih 
glory.& to be ſeen of Men, to gain the applabſe 

of the World, and not to advance the Glee 
of God, or the good of his Church. And'fe 
the moſt part thoſe Men beſtow their Favours, 
where thereis little or no need, ſeldom- ore 
ver conſulring, how, or where, they may plate 
D them, 
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- them, with moſt 2Jvantzoe for the publick 
good}, bur ſaisfie themſelves, if they can place 
them in ſuch 2 way, 2s they may bear moſt 
bulk in the eyes ofthe World. Thisis a truth 
ſoundenyable that it was certainly from this 
vanity, that the Monaſtries, Nunzeries, Ab. 
bacies, Pryories, Cloyfers,&c. both in this 
anc] otner Narioas, before the Reformation 
trom Popery; ai in other Popiſh Cor.ntries 
to this day, were endowed with ſo many rich 
livings, thatin ſome places they poſleſt near, 
or above a third of the whole Land, in others 
near a full half, as the devotion ( as it was 
then termed ) or rather the ſuperſtitious folly, 
of a {imple an.! ignorant Pcople, and the in. 
fluencc and intereſt of a cheating and idle 
Clergy, incline.) them. Thus many Church- 
men turned in effe&t ro be Temporal 
Princes: A1:1 generally the intereſt of 
the Clergy in the Legiſlative Power, and Ex- 
erciſe of the Goyet nent of theſe Nations, be. 
came very larve upoi the account of thegreat 
Intereſt an.) Auth rity they enjoyed, by fvch 
ample Reveres and PoTelions, which was 
the true i ri-zinal, of maki* ; the Clergy the 
third Ejt :t0 in the Conventig:;s and General 
Councils A St ite, oth in theſe Lai, and 
elſe yhers. Luc thoie Benef:ors, if they 
may be ſo name.], arc ſo fully expoſed 5y 
Cur 


elſewhere, that it will be needleſs 
to inſiſt any farther upon them. And 
certainly this fort of men leſs than any 
of the tormer, deſerve any truſt or privi- 
ledge in the Church of God; Their va:z7ry and 
ſelf-ſeeking, which is the principal, cr ra- 
ther the only Motive and Deſign of all their 
Actions deſerves much rather the Cenfures 
ot the Church, than any encouragment, by 
cruſting them with a power, that they are 
utterly incapable to manage with any 
meaſure of Wiſdom or Diſcretion, which are 
Gualities that men of ſuch a yain and oftct- 

tive humor, are ſ{cl.lom or never bleſſed with. 
XVII. Asforthe laſt fort of Benz{act-rs, 
To wit, ſuch-as from an 9/14/01 of Merit, con- 
fer ſuch good Offices on the Church,think'ng 
thereby to deſerve life and happineſs at the 
hands vt God, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs by the works ct the 
Law; itis lictle wonder that ſuch men , who 
do fo highly injure and rob our blefied Lord 
and only Saviour, of the honour of that com- 
pleat ranſom and ſatisfaction, payed by bim 
todivine Juſtice, for the ſins of his cicR, as 
to think that they can merir eternal fzlicity 
by their own works , which is to ſay in cticct, 
thatthey will be their own Sayiours, anc} chat 
D 2 C hi4 bs 
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our Bleſſed Lord, in that 6. of Marth. and” - 


\ 
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"'# Chriſt died invain; Ifayitis but little won- 
der that ſuch men ſhouldexpeR to be pratifi- 
ed, wich a power to encroach upon the rights of 
the Church, and to rob the members of 
Chriſt, of their ſpiritual liberties and privi- 
ledges, as well as they have robbed the Glori- 
ous head of his due honour. But ſure I am, thete 
isno ſincere Chriſtian in the Church of God , 
but will think a priviledge of this nature, 
worſe beſtowed upon thoſe, than upon the 
worlt of the former ſort of Benefators, And 

therefore I ſhall ſay no farther as to them, 
XVIII. Laſtofall, as this pretence of a 
Reſervation, is of no weight in favours of the 
firſt Founders or Donors themſelves, whether 
they confer ſuch good offices gratuitouſly or 
otherways, togive them the acclaimed rights 
of Parronage, in Retribution and recompence; 
ſoit hath much leſs force, to continue the ſame 
in tayours of their hezrs, or others who ſucceed 
them on a /ingular title of Donation, Sale, 
Permutation, &c. For as thoſe may be very 
far from being indowed, with the merits and 
qualifications; ot the firſt Donor; ſo for rhe 
moſk'part, "they are ſo far from tracing his 
foorſteps, and example, by gratifying the 
Church, that with 2ll their hearts, they would 
be content, if icrwere in their power, to void 
and nullific, their Predeceſiors deeds. And 
| as 
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a5 in civil offices, itis,or ought to be, the merits 


ifg- Y or qualifications, of che Office bearer himlelt, 
> of | that is reſpected in giving him the truſt, nam 
of | inoffciis Perſon indufiriareſpicitur, which 


ivi- | alſo is the main reaſon, why regularly, a Judye 
Qri- | or Magiſtrat, tranſmits not his office to his 
ete & Heirs atter him, norſubſtitures aaother in his 
od, | place:So much leſs in Eccle/inſtical offices(fuch 
Ire, | as the Canoniſts pretend the power of Patro« 
the Y nage ro be) and truſts that concern the Fpiritu- 
ind Þ al intereſts of the Kingdom of Chriſt, andthe 

ood of Souls, ought the ſame to deſcend to 
To or others acquiring right uj.oa a fin- 
the £ gular title. 


ce; SECT. YL 


eed | The Reſcrvation pretended can be no ground, 
ale, for the Jus Utile of Patronage,. 


and 1. AS to what may bealledged from this 
rhe pretended Re/ervation, tor toun- 
his | ding of the 7zs Utile of Patronage, or ra- 
the | ther the utulztas hujas Furts, whereby the 
uld  Canoniſts pretend,” that it rhe Patron or his 
oi Children become poor, ſo as they cannot live 
another way, they muſt be alimenced our 
D 3 
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of ghe Rents of the Benefice, as ſome ſort 


of a Retribution, for their having gratifyed 


& the Church, when they were in- power, tho' 
this may be ſufficiently cleared by application 
ot the Grounis already mentioned, yet I 
ſhall defiie the Reader farther to conſider 
theſe things. 

I. Firſt, that if this Fr tle, be a rightto 
which the Patron will needs pretend a valid 
and /e2al T :tle, fo as he may purſueforir, 
by an ordinar action at Law, before the 
erp iZHagiſtrat, as he may do for other in- 
tcre!!s, thar tall wichin his privat patrimony, I 
con: ce, how any ſuch right can be allowed ; 
For tha: which is once conlecrat, and devoted 
ro Go. tor pio'13 uſes, isno more his that gave 
it, a3 we have cleared *rnm the fore cired in- 
ſlance of 4:4 as & Sap lira &c. And therfore 
no-man can Cain a'iy privat intereſt in it. 

IL. Next, if the Patron or his Child:en be 
really in n<c:{I1-y, \an.) reſtrict the right pre- 
tended ro a clzm in point of Charzy , I 
thi-k no nan will deny, bur there lyes an obli- 
gation vpoa the Church, rocxtend their Cha- 
rity tothe nm, ingivingthzm a poitionof theſe 
goocs that belong rothg. poor, as far as ſhe 
can, without p:cjud:ing of o:hers, who may 
geſcrve her Chari:y, as well, and perhaps 
better, tho' ona diflerent account. Bur in 


| ſuch 
»% 
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ſach a caſe this Claim muſt not be allowed fo 


far , 2$toexhauft what was given at firſt; for 


10' this were indeedto draim the forntam of Cha- . 
on rity; which would be a 727/ericordr2 crodelrs 
x ( ſo to ſpeak ) an unjuſt and crrel riercy. 
er Itisa gereral ruleinthe diſp- ſal of Ch:rity, 

to do good to all men mm need, Pn, 
to but ſtul with a preference in, JI 
lid faycu:s of ſuch as are of the hou/hold of Faith: 
It, o:3c part of duiy, muſt not ſh-wder out au 0+ 
he ther, Chriſtizn pr2dence muſt be adh'ivir as 
N- muchinthis, as in other matters. And as rhe 
I Canoniſts them ſelyes dogrant,thatthe Patron 
d; is rot to be alimcnted, except when he is 
ed truly in neceſſity; ſo many of them acknow- 
ve ledge, that eyventhen he is only to bee-terrain- 
N- edout of ſack goods asare deſtinate forthe 
re uſe of thepoor ; and ſoas his per. of Charity 

do not preudie others. Putrorus won eff 
de alen1as, 7: fide reſiduis arntaxat que alias 
C- fun? panfern'm. 

I F' IV. Laſlly,thisis aright ſoperſonsIe2:ihe 
Li- Patron himfelt and his taraily, tha: it can 
a= never be bought avdſold , crbe tranſmitted 
le roothers, who acquire right vpona fih2ular 
ie |} . Tue: Ando many ofthe Canoniſts derer- 
y mine this 7 #5 £2:/c, ro bea rizhr meerly per- 
'S ſonal, et ader Inherens offivus Tairnu, ut") 
n 


mu auum tvansfe;ri neguec.t ; for c;herwile » 
the 


i 


at the ſame time. 
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T he denyal of Patronage can be nq diſcon- 
ragement in eratifymg of the Church: 


ſomething obirer of the Dilapidation 


of the Church's Patrimony. 
7. AS t5 the latter part of the Ground 


propoſed, fora Foundation to the 
Rights of Patronage, to wit, that the deny- 
al of the Priviledges acclaimed, will prove 
diſcouraging for any to gratify the Church 
for the tuture, tho'by whart is already ſaid, it 
be ſufficiently anſwered, yet I ſhall add, 
Firſt, Thar it is moſt certain,that ſuch as lock 
tor no higher reward and encouragment, than 
what a Priviledge within time can give them, 
and ſer not their Hearts on the promiſes of 
God, for the reward of 2 more enduring Sub- 
faace, than what a preſent World can turnith 
"NE them 
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= /the Church uponthis account, might- be ob- 
lidged many times, to aliment both the Pa. 
tron himſelf, and thoſe who acquire righy 


from him, if both ſhould happen to fall pegs 


” as# (TÞD 
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them with, will never be capable ro perform % 
the lealt AR of pure and cleanly Charity, 
which thoſe only who berake themſelves ro 
the truegrounds of encouragment, inthe pro- 
miſes hd word of God, and are free of low 
and ſelfith ends, can practiſe. 

II. Next,the aſſuming of ſuch a priviledge as 
this, overthe Church, will be fo tar from being 
an encouragment, that upon a ſerious and con- 
ſiderat Refletion, we (hall find, that as ſuch 
an uſurpation does highly injure the intereſts of 
the Church ; ſoit will much more endamage 
thoſe that areguilty ot it. by making a Fortei. 
ture ot the rewards that the Lord hath promi- 
ſed to true Acts of Love and Charity. flowing 
from ſincere principles and motives, and 
for ſingle and honeſt ends : and may provock 
the divine Tuſtice, to pour out his wrath up- 
on them, and their families, for keeping up 
humane inventions inthe martersot God, fo 
prejudicial to the true privileges and intereſts 
ot his Charch. But this we ſhall have occa. 
ſion ro clear farther, in the progreſs of this dif. 
courſe. 

III. Next,if theſe be the only terms and con- 
ditions,0n which men will gratifie rhe Church, 
that the ſubject her ſelt and her ſpirirual Liber- 
ties, toiucha yoke of Slavery, as this Privi- 
ledge imports, 1 am ſure the Church will be 
better 


better without ſuch Favours, than witÞ them: 
-# IV- If there were once a reaſonable' com- 
 petency ſcttled upon the Church, for the 
maintenance of her Paſtors, and other pious 
and neceſſary uſes, or if what was once ſettled, 
and ſacrilegiouſly taken from her, were again 
reſtored, and that faithfully adminiſtrat with- 
out dilapication, and miſapplication ; there 
would be bur little nced of encouragement, for 
any farther additions, 
inall Ages, 1 hat exceſſc in this matrer, hath 
been more fatal to the true intereſts of the 
Church, than any defe& could be. Too much 
tends to introduce a deprayation of Life and 
Manners in Church-men, and by a neceſlar 
connexion, alſo a Corruption in Worſhip and 
Doarine: If Wordly riches, had been proper 
for advancing the work of the Goſpel, our 
Lord Jcſus C:irriſt, who was Lord of all, had 
ncvcr been ſo ſcantin his allowance to his Diſ- 
cipicsand Apoſtles, Itis an old obſervation, 
that whca the Church hal but Lignez calices, 
ſhe had! 2::724 Epiſcojs, and when ſhe got 
g0/enc11.ce5 the got wooden B:ſbops or Pas 
ſtors. The ſenſe is cafily u:'derſtood, tho' 
it be nct exacily lireral, So true it is that 
Relig's pefer.t {ouiitas, & Fit'2 Matrem de- 
voravit. Religion brought forth Riches and 
the davghter deyoured the Mother. 

V. Laſtly, 


ey 
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Ithath been obſerved. 


VI. 


em» 
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V. Laſtly, to fay that the denyal of the. ,_ ; 
om- | priviledges of Patronage, is the cauſe of this.” 
the Þ diſcouragement, Is but the Fallacia non gau-. / 
ous | /z pro cauſa; for thetruthis , that whichis 
led, Þ| the only cauſe of Peoples diſcouragement, in 
ain | thebeſtowing of their goods tor pious uſes, is 
ith- Þ the ſcandalous and facrilegious miſmanag- 
ere | mciit, of the uncontraverted Patrimony of the 
for || Church, by miſapplying it contrary toirs de- 
ved © ſign and nature, ot which there are no ſort of 
ath Men under Heaven, ſo Failty, as many of the. 
the Þ Patrons are. The Lord himſelt tells his Servant 
ich Moſcs, no devouted thing , that a man ſhall 
nd Ceuout unto the Lerd of all that he 
Tac | bathbothof Man and Beaſt, and *** 97 3% 
nd of the feild of his poſſeſſion, ſhall be fold and 
zer || redeemed, (and muchleſs facrilegiouſly rob- 
ur hed) every d-zuted thing us moſt boly unto the 
ad Lird. Deadicata ( ſays LAmandus Pola- 
if- nus\) Ei Sacra maneant, nam — _ Kg 
Mn, | Is zelus tm Rege idololatrico 0. 6K 
er, ( ſcilicet Nebuchadnezare ) fuit, 


Of ut cerſuertt vaſa Teo Iſraclss Sanfta; non alia 
as q::am ia ſui Dei, ſeu potius 1doli. farum, infe- 
10” reada,ulto mages Chriſhian Magiiiratus , 
at boza iila gue tempore Papatus Deo dicata fu 
(e- 6am, uſizus Eccleſie relnguere debent ; Imo 
nd graniomazg Epiſcopos id facere decet. i. e. 


That which is once devouted to God, ought #4 
o : 
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toremain Holy to lim, for ifthe zeal ofanl- ſho 
dolatrous Prince, { to wit Nebuchadntzar ) o. to1 
blidged him to believe that the Holy Veſlells | « ( 
of the God of Iſrac], were not to be otherways '| «fl 


diſpoſed of, but for the ſervice of his own God, «1 


orrather his Idols remple, much more ought « q 
a Chriſtian Magiſtrat, to leave theſe goods «jt 

- for the uſe of the Church, which inthe time « y 
of Popery were conſecrar for pious uſes, (gc. « f 
ſee and compare this with £zra, 1. 7. 8. «] 
where all rheſe Veſlells are returned to their « 
right and proper uſe. « | 
Our own Rollock , inveighs very ſharply, «] 
apainſt the facriledge of this Nation, in his ” 
time, in miſapplying tothe uſe of privat Per- 6 
ſons, what was taken trom the Popilh Church, « 
and citeth ſuch as are guilty, to anſwer ir, ” 

. before the Tribunal of che Soveraign and Im- D 
partial Judge of all the Earth : and he tells «« 


Pollock in Das, FEM that tho'they flight and ne. a6 

een gle his warning, it ſhall be a 1 
ſtanding witneſs againſt them, to render S 
them [nexcu/able &c. And our tamous and ft. 
worthy Reformer Mr. Knox,(whoſe teſtimo. : 
ny I value aboye a thouſand others) In a letter ] 


dared, in Auguſt, r57r. dire&t tothe general 
Aſſembly ar Stirling, ſpeaks his mind yer 
freely on this ſobjeds, with all the bined 
& ſincerity of a Verſon, that was looking very 
ſhortly 


F 
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ſhortly to ſtep over the Threſhold of time, ins 
ro Eternity. Take bis 0 vn words, © Becauſe 
« ( ſays he ) the dayly decay of my Natural 
« ſtrength, threatens me with a ſudden depar- 
«ture, from this valley of miſery, therefore 
«of Love and Conſcience exhort you, yea 
«jnthe fear of God, I Charge and Command 
« you, that you take beed to your ſelves aud 
* tg the flock of God —— And that with the 
« like uprightneſs, and ſtrength in God, ye 
« oainſtand che mercileſs Devourers, of the 
« Patrimony of the Church. If Men will ſpoil, 
«let them do it to their own Peril and con- 
« demnation. Bur communicat ye not with 
« their Sins, of whatſoever ſtate they be, 
« neither by conſent, nor by filence, bur with 
« publick proteſtation, make known to the 
© World, that ye are innocent of ſuch robbery, 
« which will ere it be long, provock God's 
« yengence onthe Commitrers of it Se. And 
1 am ſarc the experience of many Families in 
Scorland may confirm this. Relgione muta- 
t4 ſays a learned Lawyer) © fic ftatu priori 
inverſo, Patronus curabit ut boua 
Ecelefie, & pits uſubus legata, non 
tantum preſerventur, © augeantur , ſed ad 
uſum alum eque pium, convertantur : puta 
ad cultum alum drvinum.ad ſalutem Re: pub- 
lice, ad conſervandum Mim:ftermm, ad fo 
cio: 


Finkel. hoc... 
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Scholarum , pauperes juvandos, Noſocomia 

condenda &c. i. e. When there is an alcera- 
tion of Religion, and by conſequence an inver. 
ſion of the former ſtate of Afﬀairs, a Patron 
ought to take care, that the goods of the 
Church, and what is left for pious uſes, be 
notonly preſerved and augmented, but that 
they be applyed ro other as pious uſes: 
as for the worthip of God ina lawtul ma:ner, 
for the ſafety of the Common wealth, for the 
maintaining of the Miniſtry, for the uſe of 
Schools, the help of the poor, the building of 
Hoſpitals. &c. 

VI. I might add thejoint Teſtimony of our 
,own Church, in her Books . of Diſci: lin 
Gc.& many other things. 13ut this bei'";z a head 
that I have but accidentally fallen upun. anda 
Subje& that would lead me oar a great I-ngh 
and much farther than the Jcf1gn of this dif. 
courſe will allow, I ſhall leave :r. Such as 
defire farther information, may f15d cn10vgh, 
and ro) much , rt: ſarisfie their cu. iofity, in 
-the publick recor.'s uf the Nari 'n. 1hcy may 
alſo conſult the learned Sir Hey Spelina:;'s 
traftat de non temerandis Ecclo[ics , ant his 
larger work ©f Teiths. They may allo ſee D. 
 Forles's gemitus Eccleſie. 


SECT. 


” 
ah twcds end nd mw _ F044 ca Tc — Me A a a aw. a 


wh - 


omia 
cera- 
er. 
Itron 
f the 
;, be 
that 
ales : 
incr, 
rthe 
ſe of 
p of 


f our 
- lin 
1ead 
nda 
1h 
Cif+ 
h as 
ich, 
, in 
way 
13'S 
his 
- D. 


-T. 


T he Church cannot aljenat her Rights. 64 


SECT. VIII 


The Ground of Patronage, from a Grant op \ 
Conceſſion of th: Charch, examined. 


I. THe next ground that is urged, for - 

a foundation ro the}rights of Par 

tronage, is, that the Patrons of Kitks and 
Benefices, enjoy the priviledge acclaimed, 
in reference to the Call and Maintz:;ance 
of the Miniſtry, by a gr-2* and concef< 
ſoon from the Church, and that conſcque=t- 
ly, itisa Lawful inſtitution and no ufurparion, . 
volenti enim non fit injari2. In explicaticn of 
the meaning of this graz? 271 conceſſion, (ome 
take one courſe and fone another, Forfome 
by this gr aut do underſtand, that the Chu-ch 
hath alzeazt and transfer:cd her ri-hr of 


.. Election, and d:vef7ed her ſelf of it, in fa- 


vours of the Patrons. Other againdo under. 
ſtand by this conce//icz,that the Pation Gs by 
vertue of a Commiſſioz trom, and as Im/5wver- 
edby the Church, without founding on any 
higher ground of 2/roperty, inthe priziled;2, 
by vertue of ane alrenatoz of the ti2htot Es 
lection made by the Church to him. 4 ſal 
examin this conce{ion diſtiaRly in both ſenſes, 
the 
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the firſt in this, and the other in the next Secti- 
on. 

Il Beforewepaſs any farther, it may be 
obſcrved, that this ground adduced for a 
founcacion ot che right of Patronage does, evi- 
dently acknowledye, that the right and pri- 
viledge acclaimed, is primarily and origi- 
nally, a Church power, which were enough 
without any tarther to take off this prerence. 


II. But to come particularly tothe firſt - 


ſenle,in which this pretended Conceſſion may 
be underſtood, viz. that the Church hath ali- 
enat her rig'it of Election, and diveſted her ſelf 
of it, in the Patrons fayours, it isto be con» 
ſidered, 

Ficit, that the Church is utterly incapable 
to alienat or transfer her Spiritual rights, and 
priviledges, or to diveſt her ſelf of them: theſe 
arc intereſts that arc nor at her deſpoſal, ſhe be. 
ing only intruſted by Jeſus Chriſt her ſole King 


and Lawgriter, with the cuſtody and ad.. 


minsiration of them, for the good and edifi- 
cation, of the preſent and ſucceeding penerati- 
ons. Theſe rights are founded upon a higher 
Title, than that they can be altered and tranf. 
mitred from hand tohand, by pactions or 
promiſes betwixt man and man. Inſuch caſes 
the Church can do nothing againſt the trurh, 

the 


LNMIL 


"The Church conn alionat ber Rights. "Os = 
ſhe is nor therein /#u purer, ye : 
are not your own, { ſays they, v5, © 
Apoſtle, ) ye are bought witha / 4 4. 
2 } price, benot ye the ſervants of me, "do not en- 
'* | flave your ſelves,'by-lofing your Rights and 
l- | Liberties. The Church can no more make '6- 
$7- | ver her Spiritual Rights and Priviledges, or 
gh F fub je herlelf ro ſtrange Lords & new Lawgti+ 
vers therein, than a woman can make over rho 
right of her Body , which only belongs to her 
ay | Lawful Husband, or an Innocent perfon, the 
right of his lile, to a Murderer, nemo eſt Do» 


elf F rninus lue wite aut ſuorum membrorum, or 
N- | thana Prince, the rights of his Crown and 

Kingdom, and the liberties of his Peopletoa 
= foraign power,or a perſon in Non-age,the right 


of his eſtate ( as the Apoſtle expreſly 
ſe | rellsus, That the heir differs nothing here 


IC from a ſervant :)) orina word, thenthe Admi- 
6; niſtrators,and Governours ot a Ciry and Coms» 
[ = 


| munity, can Alienat the Rights of their Con- 
fi- | fituznts. All theſe and many other acts of 
the like nature, as to the tranſlation of pro- 
perty.are but ſruſtrancous & inctteftual endea- 
vours, likea man's attempt to raiſe a weight 
or } thatis without, and aboye the compaſs of his , 
natural ſtrength, Grave /ax ym Sy/1phon urgete 
IV. And tho” de fads, ſuch atremprs may 
oft be made, yer de zure, they are void and 
E withousg 


——— 
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without effect. And letthe conveyance be 
-expreſt under what cermes, and carried under 
what cover or giſguiſc you will,the right ſtands 


0 Immpoyeable, -- wen where by W238 at 
Flt, nero peteſt mf wre pote({,we can 
donorhing againſt Sk bur for the truth. 
V. Itis gar Lore Jefus Chriſt ane he alone 
(whois the Church's only Head and Law. 
giver ) that hath power, to ſertle the rights 
and priviledges of his Church, in ſuch hands 
and ſuch order, 28 his infinite love and wiſdom 
thinks fit- All thegight and power the Church 
hath inthele, is enly a naked Truſt, to keep 
and manage them, according to the ap- 
paintment, and inſtructions of her Lord and 
Maſter. And when ſhe excceds that, ſhe de+ 
bores and poes beyond her Commiſſion, fo 
thar all the tranſmiſſion ſhe can make, is bur 
Zus a non habente poteftatem, like a grant of 
the property of an citate,by a perſon, that hath 
no other right to it, but a naked commilſtion to 
uplift and colle& the rents, for the ufe of the 
true Proprietar: Andtherefore the Church 
without her Lord and Head's conſent, can 
alienate or diveſt her ſelf, of none of her rights 
 andpriviledges, that haye becn purchaſed ro 
Wer, at no lets rate then the precious Blood 
of the eternal Fon of God. And asthereis 
not the leaſt ground to pretend, thar ever 


Jeſus | 


The Chu Hhowat he Rinhtt. 65 
Jeſus Chriſt, hath given fuch a corfſettt; fo 
thereis far leſspround to expe/t, thar ever 
he will give it now,after he hath ſealed his laſt 
will an teftament, inall things that concern 
the Kingdom 6t God, by hig own dearh: arid 
hath declared , that he will have ir ſtand firrny 
and unalterable, by men or Angels, till be 
come again. The Church can no more diveſt 
her ſelt of the right ſhe hath to cle&t her own 
Office-bearers, thatt ſhe can transfer the Ins 
heritance of the Kingdom of Chriſt, ro whicty 
that liberty is annexed. And happy is it for 
the Church and Saints of God, that their ſtock 
and Inheritance, is not in their own hand, and 
at their own diſpofal. | { 1s tar math: 6. 12. 20 


better ſecured, their treafure ts Ink: 12:33, 

lodged, where neither moth nor rult does core 

ruft , nr theives break thorow and feal. 
VI. Andasour Lord Jeſus Chrift, hath. 


the only right of gen ogy power of _ 
es, 


al of the Churclrs riytts and privite 
ſoheis the only juſt and rraePropreetar of 
rents and patrimony: and when an office 
vaiks, the rents return tothe Church herlelf, 
as Proprictar under Chriſt, to he diſpoſed of 
for other pious. uſes. And theretorc it the an- 
cient Canons have not only diſcharged the |, 
alicnation of the Church's goods or !emporal 
patrimony, but hath expreſly ceclared all con- 
E > tracts 


S 


_ 


| © "O_ Y ated . 
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and null , and haye declared that the goods fo 
Concil: ancyrom. can. alienar are ſtill the Church's. 
vS.. OcEs own , notwithſtanding of 
ſuch Bargains andTranſations; how much 
more muſt the Church be incapable, to alienar 
or diveſt her ſelf, ot theſe Spiritual Rights and 
Priviledges, conferred upon her by her Head 
and King , and by him purchaſ'd, atnoleſs 
Rate, than the price of his own molt precious 
blood, 

VII. And as dejure, The Church cannot 
make any ſuch alienation of her Rights and Li- 
berties, ſoitis poſitively denyed , that ever 
ſhe hath de fafo made the ſame. Bur on the 
contrare, jtis moſt eyident, that = = be- 

trothed, and yet raviſhed Dam- 
=. 22 211 under - & gry , the cryes 
andgroans tothe Lord, under the burden of 
ſuch an unjuſt force, and grievous uſurpation, 
as this pretended priviledge of Patronage is, 
and ſhall be demonſtrat to be. 


trasrelativeto ſuch alienations utterly void 
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SECT. IX 


and BY farther Examination of this pretended 
ead Concellion, 


ous I. T He ſecond /enſe, in which this pre- 
rended Grant, or Conceſſion of the 
not © Church, asrothe Right of Patronage, may be 
Li- underſtood, is, that the patron acts by vertue 
ver || ofa Commrſſon from, and as Impowered, by 
the £ the Church: without founding upena right of 
be. Þ property, in the power of Elet71ov, by vertueof 
m- | an Alienationofit, made by the Church. As 
yes || to which,theſe things may be conſidered. 
of II. Firtt, tharim this ſenſe alſo, the aſſer- 
on, ©} tersof this conceſſion, do clearly acknowledge, 
is, | tbatthe patron acts not , in reference to the 
Call/and Maintenance of the Miniſtry, Zure 
proprio, and by an intrinſick power, but by a 
power derived from the Church, and that 
therefore, it is the Church and not he, that 
bath the proper and orzginal right, ro meddle 
'T ff intheſe matters, And conſcquently thar the 
fountam, of the patron's power, is no C71 , 
buta Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtich right. And 
the tcue and natural coni:quence of all,-is, 
E 3 that 
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that therefore the Patron ought ro follow the 
Church's mc;n2710ns, and not his own, inthe. 
management and adminiſtration of this 
power ; and ought nottotye and ablidge the 
Churchto follow his will and pleaſure init, 
And next it follows as natiyely , that ſincerhe 
power, by which the Patron acts, is acknow- 
lecpedto be a Sprritual, and Ereleſanſtick 
power, theretore he cannot Withour rhe 
groſſelt $ymony, fell and make Merchandtce 
of it, as he may doot other things, that fall 

within the compaſs of his prevat atrimony. 
1. Inthe next place,it is to be conſidered, 
that the Church hath as little warrand, to be- 
ſtow ſuch conſtant, general. perpetual,& unac- 
countable Commiſſions ( eſpecially upon ſuch 
as are none of the ordinat Officer-bearers of 
the Church ) in reference tothe Elefien and 
Maintenance of a Goipel Miniſtry, as ſhe 
hath to alenat, and civeſt herſelf, of the 
Rights and priviledges ſhe hath, to a ther- 
in, Far both theſe methogs of conveyance, 
doe upon the matter, gifier only in degree, 
which does not change the K7ud or Speczes, bur 
only the gradus euſdem specict: or to ſpeak 
more properly, they are truly one and rhe 
ſame, under different terms. ForincfleR, a 
Man may ex natura ret, as tully and ele u- 
ally a/zenate, and drveſt him'cli of iris _ 
undcr 


= The Church cannot intruſt her Kirbee. 7 
Junder the rermsand diſpuiſe, of a perpetual 


\the B/:a/e or 7ack, or under the terms of a eonfZant 
this and warcountable Commiſſion, as he can dv 
the by che moſt tormal Right, under the name 


init, and cerms, of a full and a&/olute Sale and Alie- 
\the nation. There being nothing more clear than 
ow- Wthatin both caſes, che ſame deſign of fran/- 
dick Mmitting the property, and of diveſling the fir ff 
the £ owner, Is made equally efteRual in different 
dice Notions and Terms. 
fall IV. Bur thirdly, if by a power derived from 
ny. {be Church, and by acting in her name, the 
red, Þ Patrons underſtand an actingin the Nature of 
be. {© anordinar Mandatar and Commiſſioner, they 
1ac. | muſt give up the cauſe. For r. In this caſe, 
uch Þ the Patron muſt be content ( as all Manda- 
5 of | fars muſt ) to ſubje& himſelf rogive an ace 
and | cornttothe Church as his Conf7ituent, how 
ſhe | he behaves himlſelt in that truſt, 
the V. Next, he muſt likewiſe be content toſub- 
mitto what cen/ares, the Church ſhall think 
ce, | fir to impoſe upon him, in caſe he be found + 
ce, | 10 matver/s. 
but VI. Again, he muſt be content to follow 
-ak | the Infiru7;ons of the Church in his attings, 
the | and muſt not pretend to Oblrdge the Church, 
} a | to what he thinks fir, in the management of 
that Truſt. 

VII. Fourthly, the Ptr6n muſt likewife be 
E 4 con - 
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content, 10 grit, and /ay down his Comiſſe 
02, and to pive it up; #uto the hands of the 
Church, when ever ſhe ſhall think fitrore-a/. 
fume the power into her own hand, andto ma- 
nape it by her ſclf, without the afliſtance of 
ſuch a Deputy. 

VII. He muſt alſo be content to ler this 
Power and Truft expire with himſelt, and ſo 
exclude his Heirs, and much more {uch as ac- 
quire Right from him, 7:tulo /engulart, trom 
any interelt inir. 

IX. Andlaitly, he muſt paſs from the ve. 
ry Name, and Z:tle of 'tatron, feing that ( as 
hath been formctly obſerved ) ſbll implics a 
Seperiorityinthe Patron, and a Stbordrnati- 
01 or rather a Subjet7ion and Srvery, upon 
the Church, over which the Power is claimed 
and cxerciſed, which is a thing abſolutely - 
conſifTent with the nature of a ©Handat of 
Commiſſion. Fort that onthe contrare doth 
clcarly imply, an /»fer;ority and dubordina- 
7104 of the Perſen Intruſted, to thoſe from 
whom he receives his Commi//ion. And there- 
fore we may confidently conclude, thatitthe 
Aſlerters of Parconage,can find no better foun- 
dation, than this, ro groundit upon, the leaſt 
breath will be ableto overturn ir. 

X. Andasinthe former ſenſ?, of this pre- 
teaded Conceſſion, foinchis allo, Itis poſuive- 


ly 
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miſe} ly denyed, that ever the Church hath grant- 
edſuch a Commiſſion, And the Patrons will 


find themſelves equally ſtraitned to prove,that 
o mal ever the Church gaveſucha general and per- 
ce offf petual C ommiſſion, as they will be to prove, 

that ever ſhe made an 4b/olute alienation of 
t this her Rights. Ir is as certain that ſhe hath never 
ndſof} madcany ſuch conveyance,as it is evidently w- 
5 ac. reaſonable, that ihe ſhould make ſuch a Grant, 
from in either of the ſenſes pretended. 


e Ve. —— 

t (as Es - BY 
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att 

pon eAnother ground adduced for the foundation of 

med Patronage from the Neceſlity of the Jus 

/ TH Oneroſum, examined. 

t or 

loth L. y 2 He 7as Onero/um aſcribed by the Cano- 

Uh niſts,to Patrons,is adduced as aground, 

rom to found both that and the other Rights of Pa- 

cre- | tronage upon. For ſeing it is very neceſlar, 

the | that ſome perſons of cred: and znrereſt, ſhovid 

un- be intruſted with a power to oTer/ce and take 

ea(t care, that Eccle/raftical Benefices and ' Li- 
vings, be not dilapidate and mi/applyed, but 

ICs that the rents and profites of them be rightly 


imployed for their-proper uſes ; it may be 


- 
C- 
- - * 
4 | 


preſumed chere can no man befound fo fir, 
and qualified, torſuch a charge, or whowill 
. more narrowly, zealouſly and carefully, notice: 
the martcr,than ſuch as have been ſo prouſlyins 
clined, as to beſtow a Maintenance and Live 
ing upon the Paſtors of the Church : eſpecial» 
ly ifthe Paſtors be ſuch as are Nominat and 
Elected by themſelves: every Man being Na- 
turally very careful,to defend & preſerve, that 


whichin a manner is the work ot his own | 


hands. 

II. Tho' this ground may be ſufficiently 
taken off, by whar is already repreſented, yet 
we ſhall add ſome other conſiderations. 

And firſt, it may be confidered that what e. 
yer force this ground may have as to the firſt 
Founders and Donors themſelyes, andas ro 
this Particular point of reſerving and de- 

fending the Church's Patrimony; yet it 
hath no force as to their Hers, or others 
ſucceeding them upon a ſingular yight and 
Title who for the moſt part / it it were in their 
power ) would be content to have their Pre- 
deceſiors Deeds and Grants, made in favours 
of the Church, deciared »u//and void. And 
farleſs can this pretence conclude any thing, 
ro found rhe other Priviledges of Patronage, 
relating to their Negative Interes7s,inthe Call 
and Maintcuance of the Miniſtry. 


III. Next 
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HI. Next it is bur roo evidence, that what+ 
ever be pretended, i[:is care tor Defence of the 
Church's Patrimony, trom Di/apidation and 
Miſaeplications, is the leaſt part of the Pa- 
tron's buſineſs, or concernment Allthe cars 
he takes in this affair, being meerly, that no 
Body ſhall have Power to Dilapidate, or Miſ- 
apply the Church's Rents and Livings, 6ut 
Himſelf. And ccitainly in this reſpec, the 
Power of Patronage, may moſt juſtly andde- 
ſervedly, be termed a 7ns onero/um, a very 
grievous and burdenſome power to the Church 
of God; fothat if there were 2 particular Of- 
fice, appointed for preventing the Dulapidatin 
on and Mi/manazement or Mi/applymg of the 
Church's Patrimony, and tor punithing of 
ſuch as ſhould be found gwiltyotit, lamfure, 
there is no ſort of Men in the Nation, that 
would feell the weight of Juſtice, more deler- 
vedly, upon that account, thanihe moſt pare 
of the Patrons themſelves, who, as they arede 
Fatlo, guilty, with many other Sacrilegioug 
Impropriators, of the D1/4p:dating and Mif+ 
application of the Church's Leuimgs & Parris 
mmMy, without the leaſt colour of Mater:al 
Riqht, 1o they do pretend ( as wemay have 
farther occaſion to obſetve ) that de Fure, they 
may lawtully retain in their own hands, whar. 
evcr part of the Benefice, they can ayree _ 

c 
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 thentranttoallow: And thatinthe caſes df. 


vacancy, the Frumts and Profites of the Bene- 
fice, muſt return to their own private u/e. 
IV. Burtthirdly, the defence of the Church, 
in her Rights and Patrimony,and in her Liber- 
ries and Priviledzes alſo, Is indecd a thing ve- 
ry neceſſar, and defireable, and therefore it is 
a duty incumbent, not only on every Chrilti- 
anin power, intheir ſeveral ſtations; butin a 
ecial manner, upon the civil Magiſtrat , 
who by his office is the Church's Nurſing Fa- 
ther. Andnot only is it the duty of all Magi- 
ſtrars, but their Honour and Profit alſo, and it 
will likewiſe be their Comfort, that they haye 
imployed all their Powerand Intereſt, and 
brought all their Honour and Authority, te 
the New Feru/alem, tor whoſe —_ our 
bleſſed Lord took upon him, the are of a Ser- 
vant,and ſends forth bis Angels as miniſtring 
Spirits. But any power the civil Mapiſtrat 
bath in theſe matters, is only a power circa 
Sacra, and no power 2# Sacres, with refcrence 
toa Negative Interef? inthe Marntenance of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to which, they 


have a full and better Right, by vexue of their * 


Spiritual capacity, and faithful Diſcharge of 
their duty therein, than all the Powers on 
Earrh can give them. The Magiſtrats power 
| isonly Cumulative, whereby he may confirm 
and 


| 


ad maintain, the Rights and Libertierof tha: 
Church, bur no way prevatrue of them. He © 


JOGOS __ ; 
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may, and ought to interpoſe his Intereſt and 
Authority, for her defence in the injoyment 
of her Rights, but can neither deprive her of 
them, nor confer or confirm the ſame, in fa. 
yours of any other, that uſurps or inyads them, 
to her prejudice. 

V. Fourthly, it is the conſtant opinion of 
Divines, that the Church herſelf, hath power 
ro cenſure, ſuch as are guilty of Symoniacalor 
Sacrilegions Dilapidations and Miſapplica- 
tions of her Patrimony. And this they gather 
by duc Analogy, from the Apoſtle Perer”s in» 
fliting,of the puniſhment of Death -_,, , ,,,. 
upon Anamas and Saphira , for 
their Sacrilegious Concealments , of what 
they had Con/ecrateto God for the uſe of his 
Church: and trom the carriage of the ſame A+ - 
poſtle in the caſe of $7 Magus,trom whom 
the crime of S:mony derives it's Name, 

VI. Butbeſide all this, the word of Godag 
it is compleatly perfect in every thing , ſoit is 
noways deficient, inſettling inſticutions pro- 
perly EccleſtaFtical, forthe overſight of theſe 
matters. Forin the Primitive and Apoſtolick 
times, we find, that the care of che Collefing 
and 'D:2rivuting of the goods ot the Church, 
was committed to the Deacons, who beiag 

| ordinar 
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grdiar atid anding Office-bearers in the 
Church,- were countable co her, for their Ad- 
Miniſtration, and Cenfarable by her, in cafe 
they were found to Maleyerfe. Theſe Office- 
bearers had truly a kind of power in Sacris,or a 
lawful warrand to medlc with a thing Con/e- 
erated and Devoted to God, for piotis uſes, 
And as this office was in it ſelf moſt #u/efu, arid 
werefſary in the Church, and founded upon a 
lawtul warrand, fo it was ordinarly exerced 
AW, 6, 1 Cr. 12, by Men of Credit and Interef7; 
33 » 24, 25-28: andſuch as were Eminent for 
Piety, as is clear from, 1 Cor. 12, And 
it is ro be regrared, that the Church, for want of 
a Maintenance toſuch Officers, ftands deprt- 
ved for the mo{t part of their pattociny and 
protection 

VII. They ate ftyledinthe Scripture Amanþue, 
2 word Importing the /?anding over againfl 
a Man for help im the lifting of a burden, that 
& too weighty for himalone; And is a term 
that very properly, and more fully and fignifi- 
cantly, cxpreſſerh the Nature and Deſign of 
this Office, than any word in our Language 
can. For withoutſuch helps. (ſo our Tranſ- 
Jation renders the word) who may take upon 
them, the care of collefting, and diſpenſing, 
what was beſtowed upon the Church tor pros 
*ſes, the work of the Mnz{try could not bur 
meer 


meet with many Hinderances and ObſtruRi- 
ons. For when the Paſtors of the Church, 
like the neg/eFed Levits,uft flee ,,u_ ., 
every one to bu field, and be en- 
tangled in Secular Aﬀairs, and Law ſuits, 
tor recovery of their Livings, how is it poſlible 
that they can wait upon the duties of their furt« 
ion, as they ought? the diligent and Faithful 
diſcharge of the Minii7erial Office is of it 
felf, without the unneceſlar addition ot other 
civil Aﬀairs, of ſogreat a weight, and requires 
ſo much affiduity, and application, that ft 
made eventhe Apoſtle Pau/himſeltf,oneofthe 
greateſt and moſt eminent Miniſters, chatever 
the Chriſtian Church had, cry our, who us /affi 
cient for theſe thingstor how is it poſſible when 
the Paſtors of the Church,are fo in- | 
veipledin civil buſineſs, anddebates, * 7 * 
but they muſt turn cold and fint in that edge 
and 2eat, thatrenders them uſeful and pro. 
fitable Labourers inthe Lord's Vine-Yard? 
VII. And tho' this office of Deacons,may 
ſeem to be among the loweſt, yerin the pri- 
mitive times, it was of no mean account z 
Men of the beſt note and conſideration, for 
piety and wealth, were ardinarly intruſted 
with it, asis clear from that fore-cited place : 
And that becauſe of the great uſe and neceſſity, 
the Church had of them: And therefore xz 
Diaconts 
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Diaroms, potius quam Paſtoribus, elegendy, 
Euranium ut ceteris paribus , lautiorts For- 
tune Homines, qui infimum hoc officium Or. 
nent, eligantur. Our own Church allo, inthe 
ſecond Book of Diſcipline, treats 
at large, of this office, and of the Pat 
charge of the Church's goods thereto In» | . ? 
truſted, = Y 
IX. From all which we may very ſafely Þ 7 
conclude, thattho' the care of the Church's II . 
Parrimony be no way to be neglected, yer I Pa! 
there is no neceſſity, ro cre a particular office ©} WV! 
for that end, diſtinct ( as the Canoniſts would | 'h* 
haveit ) from all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical offi> £ 29 
ces of Divine Appointment and Inſtitution , | *: 
with which the Church and People of God || *Þi 
are abundantly previded, as far as there is | 
any necd, by the infinite Love and Wiſdom © P® 
of Jeſus Chrif7 her only Headand Law-giver, © 10i 
This were indeed a moſt direct ecres of ſuper. | 51 
fiition to devite New and Onerous Inſtitutions ff 
ſupra quod ſtatutum eſt. And farleſsisit neceſ- Þ} 
far toinyeſt any Office-bearer of this Nature, | ?$ 
withſuch an additional Priviledge,as is claimed " 
by the Patrons of Kitks and Benefices,in rete- | ® 
rence to a negative Intereſt in the Eleftion and " 
maintenance of the Miniſtry, of 
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SECT, XL. 


Patronage is #0 #n/7itution of Divine appoint» 
' ment, buta manifeſt u/urpation. 


I. Y whathath been ſaid, it ſufficiently 
| appears, how groundlels this Right of 
Patronage is, which might be enough with- 
out any farther , to Juſtifie the proceedings of 
the Publick Authority of the Nation , Anno. 
1649, inthe aboliſhing of this Priviledge: But 
that the Injuf7ice, as well as Groundle/ſneſs of 
this Right, may yet more appcare, 1 ſhall in 
the next place, according tothe method pro, 
poſed, offer ſome clear and convincing rea- 
ſoas againſt it, wherein I ſhall ſhun the repeti- 
tion of whatT have already ſaid, and keep the 
ſameplainneſs, I have hitherto obſerved. 

II. The aſſertion we undertake toprove , 
is clearly this, T hat the Patron's pretended 
Priviledge of a negatrue Intereft. &c: about 
and concerning theCall and Maintenance of the 
Mmiſters of the Goſpel.clatmed by the Patrons 
of Kirks and Bene fices, is a ſinful and unſuſt 
u/urpation, without warrand from the word 
of God, d?firuttive tothe true Liberties and 

F In- 
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Intereſts of the Church, and moſi ſcandal. 
ouſly offenſfue to all ranks of Chriſtians therem; 
as I think may be clear from theſe Grounds, 
II. Firſt, this pretended Priviledge is no 
Ordinance nor [uſ{:tution of our Bleſſed Lord, 
There being no ground from Scripture, either 
by Promiſe, Precept, or Example, forinveſt- 
ing any ſingle Perſon, with ſuch a Priviledge, Wl +11 ; 
as the looking out, Nomination and Election, W an 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel,the principalOt- W the 
fice-bearers of the Church of Chriſt: neither is W cor; 
it ſo much as pretended to be founded upon W- mo 
Scripture, It being confeſſedly of a farr later MW qr; 
dare and all that is alledged for it, is nothin ſtir 
elſe bur ſome /urrepritious Edits, Canons ws, 
corrupt Cuſtomes, which ( as Door Forbes ſ 1y i 
of Corſsterms it |) non /eges ſunt, ſed labes. F Sc: 
And therefore for any man or Angel, to give | 
In Epi8:: ane rag; Or afſume ſuch 2 priviledge, © no, 
de Cimant: where our Bleſſed Lord the W- thi 
Church's only King,& Lawygiver, hath not gi- Ge 
ven it, asa moſt ſinful uſurpation, over his W At 
Crown and Dignity, and a bold Invaſion upon I} or 


the Rights of his dearly purchaſed ſpoule. th 

IV. In all the Catalogues of the Officebear-. th 
Rom: 12.1 or 12 ErS Of the Church mentioned, hi 
Epb 3 4. in the Scripture, there is nothing \y 
like a Patronage recorded. And if thoſe Prieſts w 
who Married the Daughters of Barzil/ai, and h 


F376 2: 61, Were Called by their name, _ 
uitly 
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Juſtly counted as, polluted, and were re” 
moved from the exerciſe of their Office(tho"' 


.Lawfull init ſelf ) becauſe they ' could not itt-* 


ſtruc theirdeſcent from the Recorgioffene-" 
alogies : And their removal ratified by theſen-' 
rence of the Tyſhatha or Governotit; #9dthey | 
diſcharged to Eat of the moſt 'F6ly-rhings',” 
tif a Prieſt with Urm and T hymen thould- 
ſtand up, and clearly dechare Gqd's' mindin 
the caſe, -and ſoſupply the defe&" of. theſe re- 
cords: Then ſurely, and with # preatdeal of 
more Reafon, ought the Chriſtfan Magi» 
ſtrate, toremove fuch an unwarrantable In- 
ſticution as this of Fatronage, till"iesRight ta 
medle inthe affairs of the Church, be clear- 
ly inſtructed , from the Divine records of the 
Scripture: which I am ſure will never be'done; 

V, This is aground that will be oppoſed by 
none, who own the Scriptures of God, to be 


' theperfeR Rule and Square, by which the 


Government of the Church is ro be Regulate, 
And that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who is tbe 
great and Wonderful Connſeller and,” the I a> 
ther's Wildom, was Faithful in all his Fa. 
thers Flouſe to him that appointed fff of 
him: For asthe arrogating of wn Ge 
ſuch a priviledge, without warrand from the 
word of God, is moſt derogatory to, arid a 
high and injurious refletion upon the z»/mite 

F 2 Love 


Blefſed Lord, and  direftly implyes that he 
hath not ſufficiently provided his Church with 
a compleax, method for Furniſhing , and E- 
|cRion- of her own Office-bearers, - without 


calling inthe weak and Superſticious devices, 
of Men's invention to her aſfiſtance.z So ſuch 


as dare offer to reQiific his Inſtitutions as defe 
Qive, or to call inqueſtion our Lord's /i/dom 
and Faithfujneſsinthis may goa greatlength 
toqueſtion his ab:4:ty to /ave tothe uttermoſt, 
There is a nearer and firmer connexion be- 
twixttheſe, thanevery one thinks: We ſec 
it clearly in;the Popiſh Church : For as there 
was never a Society in the World, that invent- 
ed moe ſuperſtitious Offices, ſuch as Car- 


dinals, Arch. Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch- | 


Deans, Chancellors, Officials Commiſars , 
&c.with ſo much Reflection upon the Wiſdom 
and Faithfulneſs ot Chriſt, as King and Head 


ot his Church; ſo no Society on Earth, has been | 


more injurious to our Bleſſed Lord's Office 
of Prieſt-hood, in Robbing him of the 
honour of that compleat Satistaction, payed 
by him to Divine Juſtice, forthe ſins of his 
People Andit is undeniable, that as both 
this device of Patronage, and that Anti-evan- 
gelical Opinion of Mer:t, owe their Original, 


tothe ſame corrupt Fountain, ſothe Church's * 


ſad 
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Love, Wiſdom and F:zithfulne/s of our- 


St, XI, 1/25 no Divine Infiitution.” 85 
ſad experience can teſtifie, that they have 
ſtill been-found, ro be mutual Abertors & Sup- 
ports ofeach other , as we hinred before, 
and may have farther occaſion to obſerye 
hereafter. 

VI Andhence we may ſafely conclude, 
cthatthe publick Authority of the Nation, in 
the yeare 1649, had all the Reaſon Imagin- 
able toſay , * that the priviledge 
* of Patronage, was an Evil and 
* Bondage, under which, both Miniſters and 
* People in this land had long groaned, & that 
*it is a Popith cuſtom, brought in uponthe 
« Church, inthe times of Ignorance & Super- 
* ſtition. And the Canoniſts themſelves, ſuch 
as Lambertinus, Panormitan, Piftorins &c, 
do expreſly acknowledge , that Patronage is 
a kind of ſervitude, upon the Church. Fas 
vocationts ( ſays Ameſius ) nos poteſt pro- 
prie eſſe, vet Epiſcoporum Dieceſanorum, 
vel Patronorum, vel Magi- > 
firatuum qua ſunt tales, quia _ 25. Parl, 24. 
Chriſtus qui mmiſterium mſt:. 
tut, de iſtis ordinibus nibil ſingulare preſcrip- 
fit, mibil nov: juries wþſas communicavit, © Ec- 
cleſiaze ſine its optime ordinatam reliquit.That 
is,the Right of calling Miniſters cannot proper- 
ly belong either torhe Dioceſan Bilhops, nor 
to Patrons, not to Magiſtrates as ſuch; becauſe 
F 3 Jeſus 


parl. 1649 cap; 
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Jeſus Chriſtwho appointed and inſtitute the 
the Miniſtry, hath preſcribed nothing ſingular 
concerning theſe orders, nor hath communis 
cated any new Right ro them, and hath left gen 
his Church very well ordered without them, © fide 
. VIL Andif chelepriviledgesof Patronage W of 
be withour Foundation, either fromrhe word © dil; 
of God, or from moral uſe and neceſſity ( as W wc 
we have already proven, and ſhall yer farther 

clear) They can be nothing <clſe, bur unjuſt MW ap 
and unreaſonable U/urpations: And as vlur- MW ab 
pations, inail Socictics are defervedly very W w 


odious ; ſoa fortior: inthe Church of the liv- to 
ing God, the 'molt truly free Society on lis 
Earth, whoſe Liberties and Priyiledges are ly 


purchaſed at nolowerrate, than the moſt pre- a 
cious Blood of the Immaculat Lamb, and v 
Ecernal Son of God, they muſt be much $ 
more deteſtable. SureI amit the moſt emi- a 
nent andjudicious congregation inthe Land, V 
Jhould claim fuch a Priviledpe, in reference ( 
to the choice and maintenance, of the meanzſt t 
ſervant in the Parron's Family; He would with | 
a great deal of reaſon look upon it, as a molt | 
intolerable uſurpation and oppreſſion. I or as | 
our Patrons do maintain, that de jure, they 
are not oblidged , to ſeek the ad vice of either 
Presbitry or Paroch, tothe Nomination and 
Election cf a Paſtor, but that yoth are wy 
| | C 


py +# 
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ed toaccept the Perſon whom the Patron pre. 
ſents, ifhe be tound in any meaſure, exter- 


nally qualified, forthe Office of a 'Paltor in. 
gexeral, without any other enquiry or con- 
ſideration 5 $o to do them righc, the practice 
of Patronsinthis matter, hath been no way 
diſagrecable to their claims, unleſs it be to the 
worle:; 

VIII.. Wehave bi.t too much Reaſon to 
apprehend, that this unjuſt and unwarrant- 
able uſurpation, is one ot theſe crying Sins, by 
which God hath been provoked, in h1s Juſtice, 
to lay waſt and deſolate moſt of the great tami- 
lies of the Land. There arc many f(tanding 
Monumentsof God's wrath and diſpleaſure, 
apainſt ſuch as medle inthe affairs of his houle, 
without his own warrand and appointment. 
Saul, Uzziah, and Vzzabare Recorded 
among others , not as idle Stories, but as 
warnings to Men; in all after-ages of the 
Church, not to partake in their fins, leſt 
they alſo partake in their Plagues. Uz249 
had a wn tairer and berter pre. 

2: Seam: 6: 6 
text, to put his Hand to the Ark 7 chron: 13: 9 
of the Lord, than any of our Pa- 
trons have, for their acclaimed priviledges: 
He but touched the Ark of God, ina caſe, 
where he thought an extreme and indifpen- 
ſible neceſſity oblidged him toit ; Andyer the 
Lord 


Wh 
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Lord will not let -his r2/þ and prepoſte- 
ous Zeal , pals unpuniſhed, becauſe he 
Acted withourta warrand. For tho' he was a 
Levite, and as ſuch was commandcd to carry 
the Ark on his Shoulders, { but not on a Carr) 
yet being no Prie(t, itwas unlawtul tor him 
totouchit with his Hand. And 
thereforethe Lordis pleaſed to 
ſingle him our, andro make him an example 
of his Juſtice and Diſplcaſure, both for the 
general Sin of the Congregation, in carrying 
the Ark on a Carr, and not upon the Shoulders 
of the Lewes, and for his own Particular Sin, 
in ſtrerching forth his Hand, to couch ir with- 
out a Lawſul call, tho' his pretext, andthe 
ſeeming necellity of it, was ſuch, that even 
David, aman according to Goa's rwn Heart, 
was tempted to fret, at ſohcavy and unpropor- 
tioned a Puniſhment, ot ſo {l;ght and trivial 
a fault, as he thought this was 
IX. And that this power of Pa'ronage, 
isnoinſtitution of God's appointment, may 
yet farther be clcar from this, that all Law - 
ful powers that arc of God, are cither Cruel or 
fccleſtallick and Spiritual. Foras to mixt 
powers; that is,{uch as are neither purely Civil, 
nor putcly Spiritual and Fcclcfiaſtick, and 
ſuch as give the Office-bearers of the Church, 
an intereſt inthe jmanagem<nt of Secular 
Aftairs, 


Nam3 4: 15, 
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Afﬀaiirs., and give Secular powers, an in- 
tereſt in Sacris, we.mult freely diſown them, 
as having no foundation, eitherin Divinity, 
or good Policy, but exprefly contrary to borh, 
rt) BY andas having ever been tound by the Church's 
m | dcar bought experience, to be nothing elſe, 
nd  burthe weak devices of ambitious and afpir- 
tO ing men, to marr the progreſs of the Goſpel, 
le I andtobring the Church in ſubjection to a 
ie | ſtrange head, Plants that are not of our 
g Heavenly Father's Plante, and molt un- 
's i} becoming the Wildom of any Chriſtian 


, Church, or State, to tolerat and allow. Ard 
= certainly as the Mapiſtrate orCivil powers of a 
2 Nation, have no warrand,to mcdle z# Sacre, fo 


there is nv Conſcientious Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, bur will fiad his charge ſo weighty, with- 
out any farther addition ct ſecular Afﬀairs, 
that he muſt ſay from the ſenſe of his own 
weakneſs, and the great extent of the duties 
of his Function , with the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, who i /ufficient for theſe things? 
I Ergo tu {\ſaies Bernard to Enugenins ) Et 
uſfurpare tit, ant Dommans apoitolatum , 
aut eApoltolicus dominatum. Such a mixture 
as this, is maniteſtly contrary to the dictares of 
our Bleiled Saviour , who hath expreſly told 
us, That his Kingdom is not of this, World 
but a poor and contemptible handtul (in rhe 
Eycs 
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Eyes of Men) taken out'of the World. And 
therefore as Our Bleſſed Lord ne- 

ſee Luk 22. 25, 
Math 20. 25, Ver gave any Inſtructions or pre. 
Jobn 15.19 cepts, to the Civil Powers, to 
-medle in Sacris; fo he never gave any direQi. 
on, rothe Office: bearers of che Church , for 
the adminiſtration of civil Aﬀairs; Bur on the 
Contrary ( as we formerly hinted ) expreſly 
diſchargeth the ſame. And therefore we may 
well give ſuch unwarrantable mixtures that 
ſurable Epiphonema, apage hot mixtum 
genus homimum, prolemque biformem. 

X And that this power of Patronage, is one 
of theſe amphibious and irregular Inventions, 
may be clear, nor ©nly from theſe many cons 
fuſed Opinions of theſe Canoniſts themſelves 
onthis Head, butalſofrom theſe undenyable 
Grounds. 

For firſt , that this power of Patronage, is 
not a power truly civil, may be 7ufficiently 

-evinced from the Natureof thele Acts, in 
which itis exerced, ro wit, the Looking our, 
Nomination and Election ct the Miniſtry, and 
the Negative intereſts acclaimed thereir,, and 
in their maintenance: All which are Acti- 
ons of a Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtick Nature,and 
ſuch as by the Holy Ghoſt, are always given 
tothe Church, and ronone other ( as we ſhall 
ſee hercafrer ) And accordingly inthe primi- 

; tive 
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tive and apoſtolick times, and ſome hundreds 
of years thercafter,the Looking out and E lef71- 
on, oftheMiniſtersof the Goſpel , was ſtill 
managed by the Church her ſclt, without the 
interpoſition of Patrons: And the mainten- 
ance of the Minittry, was a part of thartruſt, in 
which the Deacons, an ordinary and flanding 
Office in the Church , were imployed, as we 
have alrcady ſcen, 

XI. Andtho? the conveyance and confir- 
mation of the molt part of Patronages, . hath 
been from the Civil Magiſtrate, by rights un- 
der the great $ea/&c. yet this cannot prove 
that power to be truly Civil. 

For firſt, no Conveyance or Confirmation 
of a Right, can alterit's Nature, which it ſtill 
retains, come thorow what hands it will, and 
ler ir be diſguiſed under what terms you 
pleaſe. 

Nor 2ly. can any Law or Magiſtrate, Com- 
ferr or Confirm, a power thatis CMaterially 
and in itſelt Unjuſt and Unlawful : for it is not 
enough to make a power Mater:aily Juſt and 
Lawtul, thatit be formally Legal. Shallthe 
T hrone of Iniquity ( ſays the Pſalmiſt )bave 
fellowſhip with T bee that frames , 6d 04; bn 
Miſchief by a Law? And 9 tje. 1. 1. 
wnto them((ays the Spirit of God by 
the Prophet E/azas ) hat decr ee an unrighte- 
ous 
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ous decree,and who write grievous things that YN ing. 
they have preſcribed, and it is.an acknow. | met 
ledged principle, /d ?antum quis poteſt, quod © trul 
de Jurepoteſt. cce 

And z/y. Theſe Conveyances and Con- Þ yatr 


firmarions of Patrconage, by grants from the 
civil Magiſtrate. were inyented for no other © tru 
end, but to put the Patron's uſurped power un- | be: 
derthe protection of Civil authority, and to & of 
bean apron of five -leayes, to cover the Stain the 
of Symony, with which the Patrons were moſt of 
juſtly branded, when they Bought and Sold his 
their uſurped Priviledges over the Church, an 
with as lictle Scruple and Remorſe, as they 


would have bargained tora Y oak of Oxen. fic 
Laſtly, this prerence is as Empty and Friyo- of 
lous, for evincing the pretended Rights of Pa- 
tronape, to be a power truly civil, as it the P: 
gifted Brethren ( as they are called ) ſhould fu 
juſtific their uſurpations, in preaching of tae L 
Goſpel, and Adminiſtrating the Sacraments , n: 
by alledging they had a power from the Civil 4 
Magiſtrate fo to do. 01 
XII. But in the next place, neither is this Cc 
Priviledge, a power truly Ecclcſiaſtick or Spi- tr 
ritual. Fortho' theſe Acts in which itisexer. (| C 


ced, be Spiritual and # Sacrts, yet this can. 
no more make it atruly Spiritual power , than 
the like Acts of the gitted Brethren, in preach: 
ing 


"x. 
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ing the Goſpel, and Adminiſtrating the Sacra- 
ments, can make their aſſumed power tobe 
truly Spiritual: Both theſe uſurpations pro- 
cced from the ſame Antichriſtian and Anti-e- 
yangelical Spirit. | , 

2ly. If che priviledge ot Patronage, were a 
truly "ts putt or office, it could not 
be conveyed or tranſmitted, by Birthor Righe 
of Blood. » For under the new Teſtament, 
there is noſuch Conyeyance or Tranſmiſſion 
of Sacred Offices. A Miniſter enjoyes'nor 
his office, by the common Xules of Succeſſion 
and Birth, and much leſs a Patron. 

zly. It Patronage were atruly Spiritual ot. 
fice, it could not be bought and ſold, as a part 
ofa Mans private Inheritance and Patrimony. 

4/y. Tho” the pretended right and power of 
Parronage, in proceſs of time, came to it's 
full ſtature, by being Authorized in the Canon 
Law ; yetit we trace it back to ir's firſt Origi- 
nal, it will be found ro be nothing eiſe , bura 
groundleſs and ſuperſtitious uſurpation, with. 
out any warrand from the word of God, or 
conſent ofthe Church, and manifeſtly con- 
trarytoallthe Ancient Eccleſialtical Canons, 


* concerning the Election of Paſtors. Anxou 


enilibet notum eff. ( ſays the 

. - Hom, 13. de 
reverend Beza ) pro elect 'ont. xiſurrhh, 
bus fuiſſe in Eccleflam miruſos 
Patro- 


Patronatus &. Tam aperte antiquis Ca. 


nonbus repugnantes.quam Tenebr & Luci ſunt 


contrariz ? Dves nor every one know (ſays 
he) that Patronages We, were obtruded up- 
onthe Church, in the place of lawful'EleRi- 
ons, as clearly againſt the ancient Canons; as 
Light 1s contrary to'Darkneſs. 

Andin his Treatiſe denote Eccleſie, heEin- 
yeighes yet more ſharply againſt ſuch abuleg, 
Collationes ( inquit ) ſroe Ordinarte , ſve 
Devomte quas vocant,F5 Reſignationts Fura, 
ubi tandem niſi in Satang Coguma ſunt exco- 
gitare&c. Where ( ſays he) were rheſe In- 
yentions of Collation, - either Ordinary or by 
Devolution ( as they term them ) firſt deviſ- 
ed but in the Nevii's own Kitchine ? 

And again, in his Confeſſion of Faith, 9#;7- 

Beze. confeſſ, 14497 rEceprum eſt, m Eccleſus 
fd.Chriſt, cop. 5. Criſttants jan conſtituris, ut 
inter erat. Th.ok. ours admitteretur ad funtFionem 
Eceleſae, wil Libere © Legitime eletfus, ab 
Eceleſid cujus imter-erat. Itaque tota 1ita 
aumndinatio preſentationum, plent Turrs Pa- 
tronatus, Collationum, Reſiznationum, & alio- 


rum bujuſmod: ſcelerum, a Satine profetta 


eſt ; quamvts ambigt non poſſit, quin iſta- ab 
initys mages laudabilibus profetta fint. That 
is, it was never the cuſtom of any Chriſtian 
* Chucchalrcady conſtirute,that any man _ 

C 
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be admitted to an Eccleſiaſtical Funion, un- 
leſs he were treely and lawfully choſen, by the 
Church particularly concerned And x few 
fore all that Trade 3nd Trafficking of preſen- 
rations, the plenum jus of Patronages, Colla- 
tions, Dimiſſions and other wicked Corrupti- 
ons of that Nature, owe their original intirely 
rothe Devil, rtho' it is not to be doubted, but 
there were ſome plauſible pretexts tor their 
firſt Inſtirution. 

XII. Laſtly if Patronage be a power tru- 
ly Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtick, thenthe Patron 
mult have this power,cither as an Office-bear- 
erin the Church,or as a private Ghurch Mem- 
ber, andthart hc hath it ncither of theſe wayes 
may be thus evinced. 

1. As a Church Officer he hath ir not, for in 
all the Catalogues of Church Officers, mentio- 
ned in the Scripture,there is not _ 
the leaſt ſhadow of a Patron \"",;, ;*" 
either asto Name or Thing. 

2ly; It he have this power as an Office-bear- 
erinthe Church, then he muſt either baveir, 
as a Church Officer in general, and fo it will 
belong to all Church Officers, and not to the 
Patron alone, tho' he were a Biſhop. @uod 
enim convent tal, qua tal:,conventt om tat: ; 
or other ways he mult hgge it as fuch a Church 
Officer in particular, in which caſe likewiſe 
all 
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all Church Officers of that Kind, ſhould have 


this powcralſo, and not healone, ſortherca- 
ſon betore aſſigned, 2 quatenus ad omn?. And 
thetruthis, it is very difficult to conjecture, 
under what kind of Church Officers, a Patron 
can have the leaſt prerence,to liſt himſelf ; but 
take him to which. of them all he will, the 
power muſt {till be common to all the Officers 
of that kind, and nct proper to him alone. 
XIV. And farleſs can the Patron haye this 
priviledge, asa private Church Member, elſe 
every Church Member ſhould have it as well 
as he; rhe pooreſt and meanelt Chriſtian in 
the Church of God, having no leis Right to 
ſuch common priviledges, as are competent to 
all Church Members in general , than the 
greaceſt and richeſt Patron. I ſhall not deter- 
mine how far ſuch an unjuſt uſurpation may 
ſtain and blemiſh the Patron's own Church- 
Jam.z 1,2, Memberſhip: butſure Iam: in mat- 
3, 4. Jade ters of common Right, there is no 
v. i6. Cal: refpert of perſons, forin Chriſt there 


I. 28. Col. .. : 
3: 11, | # neither bond wor free, 


=. 
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T he power of Patronage u defirgtirue of the 
Infiitutions of Chriſt, for Elktrion of the 
Paſtors of his Church. 


I. AS we have aſſerted, that Patronageis no 
divine Inſtitution, and that the Pa- 
trons have not the right of Eleting the Pa- 
ſtor's of the Church 5 ſowe muſt alſo ſhew,to 
whom this Right of EleGion doth: properly 
belong , leſt others that have as little Right, 
may lay claimetoit, as it hath fallen our in 
the matter of the Church's Parrimony, which 
when it was taken trom the Popiſh Clergy, 
who hadno true Righttoirt, was not reſtored 
to the reformed Church, but to private per- 
ſons, who, (toſay no worſe) I am ſure had 
aSlictle Right, as & former polleſſors. 

IT. And therefore the next ground, that'we 
ſhall inſiſt upon againſt Patronage, ſhall be 
this, that as this power is no divine Inſtiruti- 
on, buta maniteſt uſurpation, ſo ( Which is 
worſe ) it clearly aeftroyes and renders uſe- 
leſs,the ordinances appointed by Jeſws Chrrf7, 
the Church's only Head, tor the EleRion w 

G the 


i EAR” as FOI IO : h. - 


the Miniſters of his Church : And thereby car-B it is 
ries withit, the guilt of RejeRting our Bleſſed ©] the x 
Lord, from being King and Law-giver in his perſc 
own Houſe, and of Eftabliſhing ſtrange Lords {he 


and new Law-givers therein. For the Patrons K Jef 
Looking out, Nomination of, and pitchingusY. - 1 
ponſuch adererminarte perſon, tobe a Paſtor YU 4ys; 
of the Church, without che conſent of either © Fen 
Presbitry or People, does evidently take a. MW yg {+ 
way the-ordinance of a free and unlimited E- MW und 
leftion, of ſuch as may be fitteſt for ſuch a M cho 
charge, and moſt acceptable ro the congrega- Chi 
tion $oncerned, to be made by the Church Jus © righ 
dicatories,and Church of believers reſpective. © /ac/ 
ly, cach of them ating, what is proper for Y the 
- 6: i places and ſtations, as beingthe Ch 
only party intruſted' withit, by Jef Chriſt, live 
the tole King and. Law-giver in his own © haz 
HI. And tho' the Patron may ſometimes Y hay 
pitchupon, and pre/ent a perſon of true worth, Y #01 
yet as thisis bur meerly accidental, and theY led 
*caſedoes generally fall out quite otherwiſe; per 
ſo nothing ſhould be done,to hinder the Eleti- Y ma 
on, of one more worthy: Anda well qualified Y thi 
 Paſtormay beone among a Thouland, as it is all 
- Job. 33. [s enim eligendus (ſays Origen) ex de 
ommbius, qui Dottir, qui Santtior,. qui omnt 
virtgte prefiantior., Thatis, he that amogg 


>. SHE. 1: J-firotes Divine Iffitgtim. « 
$8. XI. 1:2 , v 7 / 108. gy 


all is the Holieſt in Life;the moſt Learned, and - | 
the moſt Eminent ihall manner of vertue;is the 
rſon chat ought to be Elefted: So likewiſe 
the free EleQtion of ſuch,- ought ro be intirely 
lefrtotheſe entruſted by Jeſus Chriſttherwith, 
IV. The diſcerning of the Spirits, 'andthe ' 


knowing of the Voice of Chriſt, inhis Called & 


Sent Servants, is the priviledge of the Church 
as ſuch, and does fit and qualifie the Church, 
und not the Patron, to make a due and fareable 
choice of her Paſtors, and therefore rhe 
Church,and not the Patron as ſuch, hath only 
right ro medle therein. ' 1 ſay, the Patron as 
ſuch, hath not the right of Ele&tion,*tortho"” 
the Patron as a Church-Member, oras a 
Church- officer, in the Congregation where he 
lives ( wherher he be Elder or Deacon) may 
have thar Voice and Concurſe inthe EleRion, 
whichtheother Members and Office. hearers 
have, yet as Patron, and underthat Reduplica. 
£101, he can haye no ſuch Right as the Priyi- 
ledpe acclaimed amountsto. | 
'V. And what ever diverſity of Judgment, 
may be found among Divines as tothe ſeatof 
this Church power, yet it is agree& upon by 
all, that write on the SubjeR, and clearly evi- 
dent from the Scriptures, that this Power and 
Right of Elefticn, belongs on- _a. 14 23. 
ly to the Church as ſuch, and » Tim 4. + 
G 2 cot 


conſequently ir cannot -belong to the Patron, 


asa Negative Intereſt dueto him in the extent 
acclaimed. And wm. & it is clear beyond 
all debate, that the Church was in the Actual 

olſeſſion of this power and right of EleQion, 

c ſeveral hundreds of years, before ſuch ade- 
vice as Patronage,was heard of in thg Chriſtian 
World. Thisis atruth as evident from Anti 

uity aSany thing can be, for in all the ancient 

ouncils, Canons , Fatbers, and Hiftorians 
of the Church, there is not the leaſt mention 
of ſucha priviledge as this of Patronage. And 
wheneyer they have occaſion to ſpeak of the 
Forms of the EleRion of Paſtors, they ſtill 
ſer down a method wherein the Church ir ſelf 
does freely Elet, in every thing abſolutely in- 
confiſtent with the Rights of Patronage. 

VL. There is not the leaſt hint in all theſe 
Ancient Writers, that with any ſhadow can 
be alledged for the power of Patronage. Some 
thing there is indeed, now and then mention+- 


ed, for _— and inſtructing the power of "Mi 


the Civil Magi 
intereſt quite different from the Rights of Pa- 
trondge, and which docs not at preſcat fall in 
our way to debate. 


X VII 


rare circa ſacra: But that is an 
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cario! 
bates 
whor 
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woul 
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miri\ 
and | 


SeA.XII. 1: deſtroyes Divine Inſtitution. tor 
VII. It would be redious, and to no purpoſe 
toofferto provefrom Anti- 
quiry, the Intereſt of the See Padri. "Paalo's 
Church, in the Eleftion of ——C—— 
her Paſtors, ſinceitisa point 33, 34, 37, 55. 68 


, Theedovet Hiſtar. 
that I have found very little wipers, bib. Cap. 12. 


contrayerted. Theſe who are 1; ,. cop. 22. lib: 
curious may conſult the de- 6. cop. 9. | 
bates, even of thoſe Men, ,,,**x" —— 
whom they call the Fathers Decree. diſt. 63.can. 
at Trent, whereof many (as —— 
corrupt as they were ) rum &c. 

would gladly have had the | Chemie examen 
Church reſtored, to herpri- pn, > & = 
mitive Rights of Elettion, ditionir Frencoſure. is 
and many others both Po- ſew UC 
piſh and Proteſtant Writers, 
which it would be wearieſometocite, 

VIII. Butnottoinſiſt any tarther on theſe 
Topicks, let us follow Auguftm's rule, Mitta- 
ea que ab utraque parte dici poſſunt & ad 
Prpture judicium revocetur 
mfrover/ia. The cleareſt and 
faſeſt Methods, in Debates of this Nature, 
which concern the Intereſt of Chrilt and his 
Church, isro decide then by the ſentence of 
the Scriptures, 7othe Law and tothe T eſlime- 
* &f ”y, of they [peak not according to theſe. it w 
G; becauſe 


i 
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Aguſtin. com. Jul. 
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. becauſe. there 1 no Light 'in 
them. Thus we find the A+: 
poſilesand mukitude of Diſciples { for ſo was 
the Church of Believers then rermed) meet to-, 
gether, for the Election of an extraordinary I 
Office-bearer in the Church, viz. au Apoſtle, Mt ritu 
And a liſt made by them both (to witthe A+, WW be 
poſtles and Belieyers)of two, Jo/eph and Mat- MW Nu 
th145.. Put the deſignation of the particular WW jug 
perſon for this extraordinary Office,they leave. Wl tha 
to the Divine Determination by Lot. on 
IX. And it the Apoſtles who were Inſtruct- I and 
ed by Chr1i#7, in all things that concerned his 2 
Kingdom , and did accordingly teach the | er: 
Church practically ,and by their own example,. £ do 
to obſerve all that was. com-. iſ ch 
' manded them, conform to their ſl hs 
Lord's farewel commang, did procced with.. 
conſent and concurrence of the Church, and 
people of God, tothe EleCtion of ſo Highand: 
Axtraordinary an Officer as an Apoltle ;, 
{tronply imports that it was their Maſte 
mind, *that they ſhouldſo do, noronly int 
particular Election of that Apoſtle, bur alſo. 
and much-more in the choice of the Infcriour 


Iſay. I, 20. 


Matt, 28. 20, 


——_— —_—— y- 


TALE 


® (whoſe Olfice is one of ths ordinary tho? interi- 
our 


Sect. XIT-1r deftroyes Drone Inflitution. x03; 
our Officesof the Church is given bythe ap- 
pointment of the Apoſttes,to the multitude of 
che Diſciples or ordinary Believers. In which 
to. Action theſe things ate clearly evident. 
nary 1. Thatthe rwelve e Apo#7les call the Mul-* 
o/1le, F ricude together, and appoint Deacons to 
© An, bechoſen, and alſo appoint their determinate 
1at- | Number. vis ſeven; being ſo many. asthey 
ular: W judged would ſerve the Church's need ar 
-4Ve, I thattime: as alſothey ordain and lay hands 
on theſe Deacons ,- after they are choſen, and 
uct- WW and ſo ſtate and confirmthem in their Office. 
| his 2.. That the multitude of Diſciples or Believ- 
the ers, are lett by the Apoſtles, totheir own free- 
ple,: W dom and diſcretion, in the EleRion and 
"m-. FF choice of thoſe ſeyen, qualified as the Apoſtles 


Ieir FF had directed. FI 
wry 3. Thatthe Looking out, Nominazion and 
In 


EleQion of thoſe ſeven , is accordingly per- 
formed, by the multiude of Believers, »/% 
ma inſtantia, without the prelimitation 
previous Nomination, or Choice. 
4. Thatthe ſame mulritude of Beleivers 
preſent, or( as the wordis) /et theſe ſeven be- 
forethe Apoſtles, whoordain and lay hand 
| upon them, and ſo inveſt and confirm them 
It, in the Office. » | 
Xl. Andasin all Chriſt's Inſtitutions, fo 
particularly in this of the ElzQion ot the 
| Office- 
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Office-bearers of his own houſe, there appears 
a moſt Beautiful and Harmonious order. For 
as the Ele/tion of the fir 7 and extarcrdinary 
Officers of the Church, was immediately per: 
formed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , the Chie| 2 
Paſtor & Head of the Church, ſo the Election W Th 
of the ſucceeding and ordinary Officers of the W tha! 
Church, .is very conſequentially pertormed, W app 
by the inferiour Paſtors and Members of the MW Pre 
Church reſpefively , each of them a&- the 
ing, and keeping within the limits preſcribed, © the 
by the Chict Paſtor and Head of -the 8 tha 
Church. Elc 

XII Suteableto theſe excellent Patterns and MY Pe 
examples ſet cown in the Holy Scriptures, the {© an 
FER General Aſſembly of this Church,in W Pr 
1649 /eſ.go IE directory for Electing of Mini. i ht 

ſters appoints the order thereof in | © 


this manner. th 

1. The Presbitry ſends one of their own © <0 
Number, to the Congregation for which all 2" 
Miniſter is to beElected:and he having pre: ar 
ed before them, concerning the neceſſity c m 
well qualified Paſtor, andthe greatneed that © Vi 
the People have, to be diligent and fervent in 
Prayerto the Lord, forſuch; He isto ſigni- ni 
fietothem, that the Presbitry, our of their care il 


for that People, will ſend them Preachers 
whom they may hear. But withall, he ad- 
| vertiſ- 


Set. XIE Ir deſtroyes Divine bulfitutton. to 5 
vertiſeth them, that if they deſire to hear any 
other, the Presbitry will endeavour tofatis- 
fiethem, upon the ſute of the Elders ofthe 
Coagregationtor that Effect. 

2. Wirhin ſome competent time thereafter, 
The Presbitry is again to ſend a Miniſter xq 
that Congregation, on acertain day before 
appointed for that end; who haying then 
Preached, and intimat to the People, that 
they are to goabout the Electionof a Paſtor, 
the Seſſionis roproceed to it, the Miniſter 
that Preached moderating therein, And the 
EleRion being made, isto be intimate to the 
People: And if upon intimation they acquieſce 
and conſent to the Perſon choſen, then the 
Presbitry isto proceed to his tryals. . Butif 
the People diſſent from the Perſon Elefted by 
the Seſſion, the Presbitry is to take cognition 
thereof , and after they have fully heard and 
conſidered the whole aftaic, they are to judge 
and decideinirt. And where Congregations 
are unfit (asin ſome caſes they maybe) ro 
make any Election, the Presbitry is topro- 
vide them with a fit Paſtor. 

XIII. Our Reverend Brethren , the Mi- 
niſters of the province of London, incline to 
chink, that the power of Election doth ordis 


narly 
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k ho cert narly belong not ſo much” t6 
eeler: Pap. 989g the People, bur ratherroſuch 
is margine «ud Jus -a$ arc inOffice when JudieifAly 
Divine: Mini: conyeened.Asfor extraordina- 
g Pag: 12 7, | 
ry caſes I ſpeak nothing of them 
For theſe muſt have extraordinary remedies. 
But certainly, dum /uppettt remedium ordina- 
rium, unyuanm recurrendum es? ad remedium 
extraordmarium. | 
. XIV: Maſter Rutherfoord and others do 
unanimoufly agree, that what ever be the 
People's ſhare and intereſt inthe Election of 
their Paſtors, itis indeed a deliberative and 
approbarive, but not an Authocitative"Action, 
yet as is ſaid,” it is an Action truly Eccleſi- 
aſtical , properly and only belonging tothe 
Church; asfuch: And that the People are in- 
deed very nearly concerned, in the right 


choice of their Paſtors, as being the moſt 


ſpecial ordinary means, appointed of God, 
for rheir Spiritual and Eternal weltare. 

XV. From all whichitis abundantly evi- 
dent, that the Right and power of the Looking 
out, Nomination and EleRtion of the Office- 
"bearers of the Church of God, doth properly 
nd only belong ro the Church as ſuch, and no 
way to any ſingleperſon,, upon the account 
of privile:ige, or otherways, call him patron 
- *orwhat youpleaſe; and that the negative in- 
rereſts 


tercl 
and 
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tereſts of Patronage, are inconſiſtent with, 
and deſtructive of, that'ufilimited freedom and 
liberty of Election ,- granted to, and appoint- 
ed by Fe/as Chrif,tohis Church, tor provid. 
ing herſelf with ſuch, as may be moſt fir and 
proper tor bearing Office therein. 

XVI. Ineednot add after this, that the 
method ofentring the - Paſtors of the Church 
by Patrons, marrs that beautiful ; conltant 
and unitorm order, that appears in all rheſe or- 
dinances and inſtirutions, of which our Bleſ- 
cd Lord, who ts a God of order, and not of con- 
fuſicn, Is the Anthor: And therefote we may 
very Juſtly conclude, it can be none of his : 
For by this method of Patrenage, ſome Pa- 
ſors are oblidged to enter by Patrons, and 
ſome without them, as in caſes where itis 
doubrtul who hath right to Pre/enf, or where 
the Hcirs of the laſt Patron are norientered 
( as we term it) or as the Civilians term it 
nondum adierunt hereditatem, Andin many 
other cafes, which oftrimes pur borh Presbi-' 
try and People to a ſtand, not knowing how' 
to behave, and in the meantime rhe Congre- 
gation muſt unavoidably lye deſolate, ar leſt 
tor halfa Year: for during that time, the Pa- 
tron, is not oblidged ro Preſent. Again; 
ſome muſt enter by thoſe they call Feclefiaſti- 
cal Patrons, as Biſhops, Gc: others by Laick 
Fatrons, 


OC 
Patrons , whereof ſome are C ourtiers, other 
Souldiers, or mean and Ignorant Mechanicks, 
Ec. Some muſt enter by Patrons reſiding at 
a diſtance in the country, others by thoſe chat 


reſide neither in the Country nor Nation, yea 


and ſome by Women, as hath been former- 
ly obſerved : Some by one Patron others by 
many &c. Miniſtri (fays Dottor Ames) dati 
funt Eccleſie aChriſlo. ut eademordinariaet 
certa ratione, poſſint ab omni Eccleſia procu- 
rart: ſed ſiab alys penderet vocatio, Eccleſia 
[ape deſtitueretur certa ratzone ſubi miniſtros 
procurandi, et promde tatis Eccleſia efſet a 
Chrifto Fuſtituta;que non eſſet ſabimet ſuffict- 
Jecah confeien. OY m ſeip/a. Thatis Miniſters are 
L:4C:24 2s apointed by Chriſt in his Church, 

that by the ſame certain and ordi- 
nary method, they may be procured by every 
Church : Butifthe Call of the Miniſtry muſt 
dependupon others, the Church might oft- 
times be deſtitute of a certain method 
of procuring her own Paſtors, ſo that 
in that caſe, ſuch a Church ſhould be 
inſtitute by Chriſt, as were not ſufficientin 
it ſelt to provide for her ordinary Necellities. 
which1s altogether inconſiſtent wth the infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Fidelity of Chriſt. And tho” 
this Author, it may be, wnder/{and the Church 
otherwaysthan we do, yetthat makes no dit- 
terence 
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Set XIV It deftroyes Divine In/fitutron. t 09. 
ference in the preſent caſe. The A is Ve- 
ry cogent in what ever ſenſethe term be taken. 
XVIL Nay which is yet worſe, this me- 
thod of Patronage, deſtroyes, or at leaſt 
weakefis the very nature of a Miniſters Call, 
forthe Call of a Miniſter muſt be Divine, and 
not humane, it muſthe of God and not of Mey. 
TheCall ofthe Apoſtles indeed, was neither of 
Men, nor by Men, their Office in the Church 
being extraordinary, &long lince determined. 
They were called immediately by the Lord 
himſelf, to be Ear and Eye witneſſes of his Do- 
Arine, Miracles and ReſurreQtion, Thatt 
might afterwards deliver them tothe Worl 
asisclear from AZZs 1. 23. In which it was im+ 
ible for them ro have any Succeſlors: 
whence it is that the Apoſtle P4uhcalls himſelf 
an Apoſtle born out of Time, Kho? his Call to 
the Office was immediatly by Chriſt himſelf, 
and he reckoned himſelfin other reſpeRs,ro be 
not a Whit behind the very Chiefeſt Apoſtles. 
But che calling of the ordinary __ | 
and ſtanding Officers of the ;,.;.1;, 
Church, foch as Preaching and 
Ruling Elders, Doftors, and Deacons, tho? 
it be 6y Hen, that is by the intervention 
of ſuch men, as have divine warrand and 
Commiſſionto AR therein; yetic muſt not 
be of Men, that is, it neither hath its Authority 
from 


' = from men, nor muſt ir come thorow the hands 
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of fuchmen , as have nowarrand from Feſus 
Cbrif, the Church's only Head and Lay. 
giver tomedle in it... For.this were truly to 
"7 themthe Servants of Men and notof WY ©P4: 
God. | | 
..X VIL And thatthis method of calling the {Y D 
Miniſters of the Goſpel by Patrons, :makes | vel 
their Callto be partly Humane and: of. Men,. 1 MW #7 
think will need bur lictle to clear ir,it being evi. MW 9% 
dent,thar the riſe of the external Call( atleaſt) can 
flowes from. ſuch Men, as the Spirit of God eitl 
never breathed the 6all of his ſent Servants by: MW. b* 
and to whom the Looking out, Nomination Ct 
and EleQion of the Paſtors of the Church,and ly | 
the Preſenting them ro the Church Judicato.. W P9 
ries, for Tryal and Admiſſion, was never en- W- i 


truſted or committed. And therefore a Mini- in 
ſter's Call inchart method muſt ar leſt in-part, pr 
be Humane, and not Divine, And conlſe- la 
quently mult be of Mex, and not of God, Mas 
 dumenim ex quolibet defetu, bonum non viſt Pp! 
ex mtegrarauſa. Andas ſuch an unwarant. bi 
able Mixture, cannot but pro tanto, very al 
much weaken ( I ſha)l not ſay nullifie )a Mini- o 
niſter's Call, ſo certainly it cannot but very ut 
much marr his Confidence, and obſtruc his R 


Comfort, in the exerciſe of his Miniſtry : as x 
we. ſhall ſee hereafter, . 'To this purpoſe, a 
Toy Lanchius 


Zanchins tells us, after 
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| he hach been ſpeaking, 
ot the Miniſterial call, Zx 6s autem onm- 
busapparet, quam nulla ſit, vel non Legiti- 
ma, corum Dei Mmiftrorum , vel Eccleſia 
Paitorum vocatio,qui ſolius Regig vel Regime, 
vel Patroni, vil Epiſcops, aut Archieps/copi, 
Diplomate, Bullis, Fuſſi: © A fiunt 
vel Eliguntur ; 1d quod dolendum eft adi fi- 
eriinys Eccleſits, qui tamen purum Dei ver- 
bum babent, & ſequuntur ut in Ecclefa Angli- 
cana 9c. Thar is, it-is yery clear how much 
cither Null, orat leſt not Lawſul, the Call of 
thoſe Miniſters ot God, or Paſtors. of the 
Church.muſt be, who take their Ele&tion, on- 
ly from the Patents, Bulls, Warrands, or Ap- 
pointment of a King, Queen, Patron or Bi- 


- ſhop, (9c: Which yer to our grief, isdone even 


in theſe Churches, who, have. and follow the 
profeſſion of the true wordof God, asin Cng- 
land &c. 

XVHI. And laſtly, the Aſſertors of this 
pretended power of Paxronage, cannot deny, 
bur it were moſt abſurd and unreaſonable, for 
any ſinple Perſon, how pious and judicious ſa- 
ever, to aſſume and take upon him, the Look- 
ing out, Nomination and Election,. of all the 
Ruling Elders and Deacons of a Congregati- 
ons. And to oblidge the Church, to accept 
and receive, ſuch as he ſhould ſo-Nominat vs 

| Elect 


m2 Off 
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Elect, tho*rhoſe (viz. rhe Ruling Elders and 
Deacons ) be bur the inferiour Officebearerg 
ofthe Church, and the people of. God no way 


ſo neerly concerned, in the right choice of 


them, asin thatotrtheir Paſtors, who are ap- 
pointed of God, as the moſt ſpecial ordinary 
means of their Salvation. And therefore tor 
any Man without Chr: s warrand, to aſſume 
the Nomination, and Election of the Paſtors 
of the Church, who are the principal Office- 
bearersinthe Houſe of God, and in the right 
and due choice of whom, the good ot Souls 
is ſo. neerly concerned, muſt be much 
more abſurd and unreaſonable. And there 
is no ground that can be urged, for al. 
lowing the Patrons aptiviledge of EleQting the 
Principal Office-bearers of the Church, that 


may not with much more force and advantage,. 
be preſſed, for giving him apower, to Elect . 


the Interiour Office bearers alſo. 

' Igrant the caſe is different, but ſtill Iſce no 
difference, that with any appearance of rea- 
ſon, canbe aſſigned, todetermine the point in 
favours of the Right of Patronage, as tothe 
Principal Office bearers, and not as toothers, 
fave this, that the Patrons ſertling of a Mainte- 
nance, in fayours of the Paſtors, mult give 
him a greater Intereſt, in the choice ot thoſe, 
than he can haye in that ot the others, on 
whom 
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and f whom he hath conferred no Benefice : And 
rers F of how much weight this pretence is, we have 
Vay || already ſeen,and ſhall not repeat what we have 
of | ſaid upon this Head. 


ng SECT. XIII. 


_ T he power of Patronage, us agamFf? the Free « 
7 dom and Intereſt of common Soctety, 


<hY.. ASthis power of Patronageis no Inftitu- 
NC BF tion of Je/4s Chriſt, but clearly inconſiſtent 
al- with, and deſtructive of his Inſticurions; ſo it is 
he againſt the Freedom & Intereſt of the Church, 
"at YF conſidered as a Common Society: It being a pri- 
>Go viledge naturally Inherent in all free Societies, 
A FF ſuchas Republicks, Cities, Colledges, Cor- 
porations &c. To Elect and Choice their own 
19 FF Rulers and Office bearers, of which Freedom, 
4- Il chispriviledge of Patronage,does clearly Robb 
in FF and Deprivethe Church 
” I1. For if we may be allowed as well as 0- 
5 Þ}} thers, togneſsatthe firſt beginings of Socie-. 
-” | ty, and to ſpeak what che common ſenſe of 
"0 Mankind ſeems to DiQat, ſo long as any num- 
©» | berot Menare kept togerher,only by a mutu- 
al conſent, expreſs or tacit, to ſupercece _ 
an 
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and 'to live quietly, on what providence 
brought to their hands; They cannot be ſaid to 
have been under any proper Government: It 
being meerly good Humor, and nothing elſe, 
that kept them together,in ay kind of Soci. 
ey. Manindeedisa Creature Naturally So- 
cial, and Society is a kind of Lite, that they 
are by God and Nature deſigned to; asto 
mention no other conſideration, may be ſuff- 
ciently manifeſt, from that one faculty they 
have, of Gommunicating their Thoughts to 
one another, by /eech; bur it they live together 
only by bonds of good Nature; it cannot be 
expected that the Corruptions of Men, would 
ler their Societic continue for any long time: 
ſo that when ever that bond of good Nature be- 
ganto fail, they bchoved cithertoquit one a- 
nother's company,or elſe beta ke themſelves to 
” {omeſort of Government ; And this could on- 


ly be eltabliſhed,cither yoluncarly and by com- ' 


mon confegt, whereby a ſuperiority and pow- 
er, was giyen over thereſt ro ſome one or moe, 
whom they thought fitreſt ro manage it for the 
good of all : or otherwaysſuch a Power and 
Superiority, was Ambitiouſly uſurped,by ſuch 
whoſe Repurarion and Authority tor Wiſdom 
and Strength, made them conceive themſelves 
molt Likely and Able to keep it : which neis 
ther defervesthe Name, nor ſatisfies the = 
ends 


Ly 1: /abr 


s the freedom of Sotiety. " wg © 
ends of Goyerment, and ſothe Natural Free- 
dom of Election was ſubvertcd. 

II. And therefore the like Freedom, in 
in chooſing of ſuch, as are fitteſt for beaſing 
Office, cannot without the higheſt Injurie a 
uſurpation, be denied ro, or wreſted from 
the Church, and people of God, the molt 
truely tree born Society on Earth , who with 
Abraham are Heirs of the World, and Heirs 
Annexed with Chriſt, by the in- | 
comprehenſible love and wiſ- 2am: 8 17. 
dom of whom, as her only Head 
and Law-giver, the Church is moſt fully and 
compleatly provided, with all the true and ne- 
cellary freedoms & priviledges, of other Soci- 
eties, 1 mean free Societies, and not ſuch as are 
inflved to the power of others, where little or 
{freedom remains, all things being manag- 
ed mcerly for the private intereſt of ſome 
one or rmore , particular perſons or Families, 
ro the prejudice and opreſlion of the reſt, either 
by a forged furrender, or an open invaſion 
of their [Liberties , with little reſpe& ro any 
publick adyantage, except in ſo farr as 
may conduee, - for that private intereſt: And 
what ever may be ſaid of their Societies, 
yet the Chutchis utterly incapable, of mak- 
ing any ſuch ſurcender of her liberties, tho' 
this prerence ( as frivolous as it is ) be m—_—_ 
py ule 
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uſe of by tome, for a ground to found the 
rights of Patronage upon, as we have alrcady 
ſeen. 

IV. There is another conſideration of a 
near affinity with this, that may very pro. 
perly be made uſe of, againſt the intereſt of Pa- 
tronage: That as this power is againſt the free- 
dom of comon Society, ſoitis alſo againſt the 
intereſt of the Church as a Society : For 
it being uncontroverted, that all pretending 
to any truſt in a Society, ought both to be 
qualified for it, and attend upon it, (as is 
clearin Church Afﬀairs from the Canons a- 
gainſt non-reſidence) itis as evident on the 
other hand, that theſe things areno ways to 
be found in this our Patron : Scing the Patron 
by vertue of his pretended power and truſt, 
ſtands no wayes oblidged, to reſide within the 
paroch , nay nor ſo much as within the Nati- 
onal Church, nortobe of the ſame profeſſion 
of Religion, His right of Patronage bein 
as conſiſtent with his non-reſidence, and wit 
his being Popiſh or other waycs heretical, yea 
with his being under the higheſt cenſures of the 
Church, inflicted tor his notorious and ſcan- 
dalous wickedneſs, as the rights he hath to the 
ther parts of his Eſtate, That being a right 
m Patrimonio, as well as the reſt ot his tor- 
rune, 

V. And 


V. Andhowis it poſſible for any man in 
Reaſon to conceive, that a perſon in theſe caſes, 
ſhould be capable (tho' the priviledge ſhould 
be otherwayes never ſo alowable ) to attina 
matter of ſo high and tender concernment, to 
the welfare of our Lord's Spiritual intcreſts, 
and the good of the Souls of his People ? For 
when a Patron does not reſide in the Paroch ; 
nor perhaps inthe Nation, itis impoſlible 
tor him to exerce his priviledge upon any rati- 
onal grounds and motives, or with any 
roper Judgement and Diſcretion of his own, 
All thelight he hath to ſteer by being at beſt, 
but an zgnis fatuus ot a naked hear-ſay, cirher 
as tothe liſe and qualifications of the perſon 
tobe preſented, or as to what pifts are moſt 
ſutable , and proper for ſuch a people ; he 
bcing equally and utterly ignorant of the need 
and condition of both, ſo that he mutt in this, 
be unayoidably left, robe ated and driven, 
by the ſoliſtations of his fricnds or ſervants, as 
ignorant, at leaſt as himfclt,or by other means 
leſs honeſt, without any Judgement of Dis- 
cretion, like a beaſt of burden, as the 
Spirit of God ſtiles the man that rs in 
Honour and underſtandeth not. 

VI, Anditthe Patron be Pcpiſh, or other- 
ways heretical, or under the cenſures ct the 
Church, the matter is (till worſe, if worſe can 
H 3 be. 


Pfal 49 20, 
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be. Forall the Reaſon in the World, will 
oblidge us to preſume , -rhat a Patron in theſe 
circumſtances, will neither be able nor defir- 
ous, ro diſcern the Spirit of God (as inthis | On 
caſc it is very neceflary he ſhould )or to make || rc 
choice of ſuch Paftors, as may be - according | th! 
to Gods own heart, and may teed his People | of 
with knowledge and underſtanding: Ic being 8 M 
moſt certain, thaton thz contrary. fuch a U 2 
Patron will bend his whole force, tor Impof- © +I 
ing Paſtors upon the Church , that may A&t Z Nc 
moſt ſurably, ro his own corrupt and perni-  ©t 
cious principles and defigns, for advancing | {1 
ſuch inrereſts, as arc incompatible with,the lit 
honour of God, the Spirit of the Goſpel, | ®! 
the welfare of Religion, and the peace and 
quiet of the Church & Nation,ſo that to intruft 
any man infuch a caſe, with ſuch a priviledge 
as this of Patronage, were indeed oves /upo 
committere, to prue the wolfe the wedder to 
keep: as the Proverb ſays. 

VII. Theſe are no remote and airy ſpecula- 
tions, but fuch as deſerve the moſt ſerious re- 
Hleion, efpecially at ſucha time as this, 
wherein there is ſuchaGercral and Viſible de 
cay of knowledge and Piety ; and Popery is 
_ only tolerate, butin a manner authoriz- 
£9. 

VIIE It may alſo be remembred 
iom 
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from former and latter times, how that 
many of the Nobility, and others who re- 
ſided ordinarly at Court, or went abroad up- 
on Foreign Employments, and had the Pa- 
tronages of many Kitks, and Benefices in 
their hands, were wont upon the ſoliſtation 
of Friends and Servants, and many times from 
Motives, andto Ends, of a more dangerous 
and fatal conſequence, to ſend Preſentartiens, 


«in favours of ſuch as they never ſaw inthe tace, 


nor ſo much as cver heard of, cither before 

or afrer that time, without making the leaſt 

ſhadow of a previous Inquiry, into the qua- 

lifications and condition, of cither Preacher 
or People: They being as unfit and inca- 
pable to diſcern in either, as they were un» 

able and inconcerned, to improve any diſco- 
very they ſhould make, for the good of the 
People, by looking out, and preſenting a 
Paſtor, that might be fit and proper torthem. 
Ubt ille Canon (lays At hanaſius ) In Epiſt. ad 
ut a palatio mittatur is qui futy. vitam Solit,, 

rus ett Epiſcopus. Neither need *5* 

we forget, how many that catered tothe Mi- 
niſtry in this method, were the occaſion of 
no ſmall trouble to the Church of God in 
this Nation, 


Hz - SECT. 


SECT. XIV. 


The power of Patronage hath been groſly ah. 
uſed. and ſeandalouſly offenſrue , without 
any neceſſity or uſe. 


on, againſt the pretended right 
of Patronage, is, That asit is no Divine In- 
ſtitution, bur clearly deſtructive of the Inſti- 
tutions of Chriſt, and of the Natural Free. 
dom and Intereſts of the Church, confider- 
ed as a ſociety: So it is likewiſe an u/ele/s 
and wnmeceſſary Invention, and hath been 
the Fountain and Occaſion of many groſs ab- 
ſes, and meſt candalouſly :enſaue,toall ſorts 
of Chriſtians in the Church of God. And 
therefore oughr not to be tolerat and allow- 
ed, in any Chriſtian Church or State. 

II. As for its uſefulneſs or neceſſity, I can- 
not underſtand, neither have I ever heard 
any thiog pre:ended in its defence, from this 
Head. And it is impoſlible any end or uſe 
of it can be thought on, but what may very 
well, and far berter be attained, by the due 
ang orderly method of Election, ſer down 
in 
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I. HE next Ground I ſhall infiſt ups. 
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in the Scriptures. For as the Church is ſuf. 
ficiently , and much better provided for, in 
that method, by her infinitely wiſe and loy- 
ing King and Head ; ſo there needs no other 
right to give a Miniſter of the Goſpela law. 
ful Title, ro his Maintenance and Living, but 
his ſpiritual Capacity, and faithful diſcharge 
of the duties ot his Fun&tion. The Work- 
man (lays our Lord) t#& worthy of his wages; 
fo that unleſs the Patron will pretend, that he 
can ſtate a Miniſter in a Spiritual Capacity, 
and lo afſumea power of Ordination,as well 
as of E'ef7ion ( and truly he hath as good 
ground to claim the one as the other) he 
can give him no right to his CHamtenance, 
as we have alrcady proven. And theretore 
ſuch a power is not to be tolerate in the 
Church, by any Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who 
ought to uſe all his Power and Authority for 
God, and the edification of his People, by 
being a terrour to evil doers, and removing 
of ſuch corrupt and uſeleſs Inſtitutions, as 
put an obſtrution in the way of the precious ' 
Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt , tor the Callin 
of ſuch as may be fitteſt tor rhe Miniſterial 
Charge, as being the moſt ſpecial ordinary 
Means, both of his own, and his Pcople's 
Eternal Happineſs. | | 
I1L, And the Church having in her pureſt 
ume 


_ 
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times, enjoyed her: lawfully called Paſtors, 
re ſuch a thing as Patronage was heard of 
in the World, and when ſhe bad no Chriſti» 
an Magiſtrate ro prote& and defend her: It 
cannot but ſeem wonderful, Yuor/umn, or tor 
what end, ſuch an Inventicn ſhall now be 
maintained, in, and over the Church, when 
there are Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who /rtu. 
te Officy, are bound to plead for, and de- 
fend her in her Rights and Liberties: ſeing 
all thar is neceſſar, in reterence ro the Call 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry, and to their true Righr 
and Maintenance, is far better provided tor, 
by Methods of Divine Appointment. The 
right of Patronage is as little, and leſs u/efil, 
and I am ſurc far more prejudicial in this caſe, 
than in the Call and Maintenance of Men of 
other Profeſſions, ſuch as Lawyers, Phiſaci- 
ans, and common Mechanicks: Only men have 


Nill a greateritch, ro be medling in the mat- 
ters of God, without a lawful Call, than in' 


other things, that of their own Nature, are 
ſubjeR, and by Divine Appointment are leir, 


to a humane Regulation, ntmur in vetitum.' 


And therefore, as we had once good reaſon 
to bleſs God, that the publick Authority of 
the Nation, in the Year 16 49. had aboliſh: 
ed this corrupt cuſtom, ſo on the other hand 
It is to be xegrated, that there hath not been 
that 


5 meosgs 2 


- 
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that ſame ſenſe of Juſtice ſince with a ſuteable 
acquieſcence, to their ſo juſt and rational De- 
termination: eſpecially conſidering, that if 
there was any prejudice or loſs of Patrimony 
ſuſtained, it was on the Church's part, 

not on the Patron's: as the At 1649. will 
caſily clear, to any that will be ar the pains 
to peruſe ir. 

I'V. In this manner do all Proteſtant Di- 
vines, and our own Writers in particular, 
argue againſt the ſuperſtitious Corruptions, 
and Ceremonies of the Rom:ſh and Engliſh 
Churches. And the truth is, it we would * 


but allow our ſelves calmly and without heat _. 


and prejudice, to conſider the matrer, it can- 
not bur be very ſurpryſing, to ſee, that men 
who pretend, to act-for the good and edifi- 
cation of the Churth, ſhould yerhazard her 
Peace and Unity, and the ſcandalizing and 
offending, or the marring of the progreſs of 


_ their poor Brethren, 'in the ways of God, 


by torcing and violently impoſing upon them, 
as the only germs of Communion , under the 
pain both of Church Cenſures, and Legal Pu- 
niſhments, The praRtice of what themſelves 
confeſs, to be at beſt but ind://erent, and no 
way neceſſar , either upon the accountof a 
Divire Command, or Moral Uſe ; And which 


> their Brerchren, | upon ſolid and undenyable 


Grounds, 
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Grounds, taken from the Word of God, and 


the Principles of the Reformation, believe 
to be ſuperſtitious and ſinful: Eſpecially, ſince 
they are forced40 acknow ledge, that theſe 
\Inſtirurions, in which they both agree, ' are 
not only Lawful, but do likewiſe abundant. 
ly fatisfie, all the neceſſary ends for which they 
are appointed ; there being nothing alledged, 
in fayour of theſe ſuperſtitious and unneceſ- 
ſary additions, but a pityful and empty ſha- 
dow of worldly decency and faſhionablneſs, 
ſo much decryed by the word of God, Be 
not ye conform to this preſent evil world, 
( ſays the Apoſtle y and which in no equity 
can ever come in competition, with the leaſt 
hazard of lofing the Church Unity, or offen- 
ding the meaneſt of Chriſt's Followers. Theſe 
Practices muſt certainly render ſuch men juſt- 
ly obnoxious, to the heavy charge of Schiſm, 
and to that Yo denounced, by our bleſſed 
Lord, againſt ſuch, as ſhould be inſtrumen- 
tal, in bringing diviſions and of- 
fences into the Church. 

V. Butto leaye this, and come to the 
next brench of this conſideration , we may 
obſerye,that as there are few,or no inſtitutions, 
citherCivil or Eccleſiaſtick,but what by reaſon 
of the weakneſs and wickedneſs of men, are ly- 
able ro be abuſed, and one way or another may 
become 


ſee Matth, 18. 7. 


a XIV. 1t is #/eleſr and unneceſſar. w25 
become , the cauſe or occaſion, of ſcandal 
and offence, rorhe people of God, and there- 
by marr their Spiritual Progreſs, in his wayesz 
ſothe abuſe and offtenſiveneſs of an inſticuti- 
are Þ on, of irsown Nature, w/ele/s and unneceſſary, 
ant. I hath alwayes been held, by all ſound Divines, 
hey Þ| tobea ſufficient plea agaiaſt its farther #/@; 
red, | The Apoſtle Paul determines this point withy 
ccl- & a Zeal and a =, very becoming the Pan 
ha- F gravity and importance of the ſub- * '* © 
eſs, Il je&t marter, that even things, which extra 
Be | caſum [candali, are in themſelyes, not on- 
1d, I ly clearly Lawful and allowed; but in ſome 
ity I re{»e& almoſt neceſſary, are to be laid aſide, 
aſt I and focborn, in the caſe of ſcandal and offence: 
n- | If meat ſays he, make my Brother to offend, 
fe = 1 ſhall eat no Fleſh, while the world fands. 
t- BF And therefore, a fortiors, and much more 
m, | ought ſuchthings as are not only uſcleſs and 
ed FF unneceſſary, but clearly unlawtul, and preju- 
n- "| dicial to the Intereſt of Chriſt's Spiritual 
t- | Kingdom, and the Liberties of his Churc? 
to be forborgy and laid aſide, from farther 
ie | uſe, when Py become the cauſe and occa- 
y |} fion, of a conſtant and continued tract of 
S, | groſs abuſes, and moſt ſcandalouſly offenſive 
n |} to all ſort of Chriſtians, in the Church of 
God. This is a Conſideration, which I hope 
it will be needleſs, any farther to illuſtrae, 
ro 


to ſuch as arc any way tender of the Spiris 
tual Concerns of the Kingdom of God, & 
the good of Souls. 

And that the Right of Patronage bath beey 
moſt groſly abuſed and moſt ſcandalouſly ofs 
fenſive, I think will be no hard cask to proye. 
It will be much more diffxculr, fully co enu- Y cc 
merare, the abuſes and offences it hath. caufs Y 4ut 
ed and occaſioned, I ſhall inſtance ſome & e:: 
few of chem, | ven 

VI. Firſt. That Patronage hath been abu- I 1» 
ſed to Szwnony, and ſacrilegious dilapidation & W 170 
miſapplication, of the Church's Patrimony, I 7 
The ſad experience of the Church ingeneral, I 7:2 
and of all the Corners of this land in particu« © co/ 
lar, canabundantly, and but too much wit- Y v# 
neſs. I wiſh the charge were groundleſs,” And Y * 
the Simoniacal pactions, berwixe Patrons 'and Y}- T! 
Intrants occaſioned by this uſeleſs and corrupr £ ou 
priviledge, have been ſo many , and have Þ m1! 
been managed and carried on, in ſuch ſecret Y}- bo 
methods, and under ſuch a variety of diſguiſe, Y Va 
thatit hath alwayes been tounggyery uneaſiq 


to trace them our. = 

VII.- Thus Intrants du ſometimes procure” #. 
themſelves preſentations , by the, means and, M P* 
intereſt of their triends. Bur this is notthe c 


worſt, tho' the provincial Council at * 
Menizin Germany, was deeply ſenſibleot 
the 
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inf] the prejudice , the Church fuſtained'by ir, 
& chreatning the Patrons with the Church cen- 
ſures, and forfeiture of their Rights, on that 
account. © Take their own , Res eff 
perniciſt exempli , © ques pravam ſpe Ec- 
cleſiecalamitatemafſfert , quod Patron tum 
Eccleſtaſticitum Laici, propinquitate junttos, 
aut alys meritis et officys ſibi concitiatos, Ido. 
xeis preteritis, ad officia Eccleſiaſtica admo- 
| vent. 9 uss preſenti conſtitutione provincials, 
:bu-Y in Domino hortamur, e&t peremptorze 
n& BY monemus, ut a fernicioſo hoc conatu , (661 tem- 
ny, | prerent: Alioquin ſevernate paenarum, 
ral, | rigide cenſemus coercendos , ac talis beneficy 
icu«s Y collatione vel preſentatione , /altempro hac 
vit- WY vice, aut p70 grauitate exceſſus $c. council: Me- 
ind Y per omuem vitam frivandoy. $4: Cap:6s. 
and Y- That is, ir is a practice of a moſt © pernici- 
upr BY: ous Example, and oft-times is the occafionof 
ave K much ccouble and calamity ro the Church, that 
ret W- both Eccleſiaſtick and Laick Patrons, do ad- 
iſe, Y vance to Church Offices, rhoſe who aretheir 
fig B Relations, qgpthers whom they reſpe& up- 
.." oathe accourot their ſervice or dependance, 
re” MY without reſpect had of their age,orindowments 
nd, BY paſſing by ſuch as would be more proper for 
he Þ the charge. Thoſe Patrons wedo by this pre- 
"WF ſent provincial conſticution,exhortin the Lord, 
and peremptorly require, to abſtain trom theſe 


pet- 
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pernicious attempts, otherwayes we appoint 


them to be reſtrained by this ſeverity ot the 
Church Cenſures and to be deprived of theix 
Rights of Preſentation or Collation, either for 
that time, or according to the quality of the 
fault even tor their whole Life. 

VIII. Sometimes they purchaſe their Pre- 
ſentations direfily for money, and think 
the price the beſt beſtowed part of their Pa- 
' trimony, if they can but ſoobrain them : and 
ſo the matter was frequently pur to a fair 
Roup, and he that offered molt gained it. 
Corwright men. And by ſuch courſes many times 
ons « remarkable ( eſpecially in England ) Per. 
inſtence of this, ſons of the meaneſt Rank, and 
Lo moſt ſordid Employments, ex 
infima plebe, like Feraboams Prieſts, and 
withour rhe leaſt qualifications of humane li. 
terature, if they could but read the common- 
Prayer, turned Miniſters, and got a benefice, 
while men that were of any parts and Integri- 
ty, and diſdained to be guilty of ſuch baſeneſs, 
could obtain no acceſs to the Ngniſtry: 

IX. Again, ſome times th&ondition up- 
on which Preſentations were granted , was, 
thatthe Intrant as ſoon as z» 7:tuio, ſhould con-, 
ſent to the dilapidation of the benefice, and 


tothe miſapplying of its Rents, by giving the * 


Parton or ſome other for his behooye, _ 
an 
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and Tack of it fora rent and duty, far within . - 


thetrue worth. Andit is much to be regrat- 
ed, thar tho' the Law of the Land, ſtrike 
againſt the Crime of Simony in the General, 
That yet this ſpecies of it, ſhould |, | 
be expreſly allowed by ſtatute, to pd 
be praiſed without any Diſguiſe : 
Tho' even many Popiſh Writers, are aſhamed 
to own ſuch pratices: And the forcired provin- 
cial Council, held at Men, in the year 1549, 
prohibites to give ſuch Intrants inſtitution in 
the Benefice , and threatens them with depri- 
vation, if ever ſuch practices be diſcovered. 
Aly ſeilicet Patroni (lays that _ 
Council ) de cenſibus beneficio- iy; fas, 
rum, partem ſibr retinent , aut 
etiam in totum fruttus beneficiorum intercipi- 
wunt, hisquibus ea, ad ſpeciem infamis cupidi- 
tates ſue obvelande, conferunt, Inanem 
modo titulum Reliquentes. _—- diftricte 
precipimus, ne quis Prelatus, ſeu Officials 
ejus, ad quem munus inveſtiends pertmet , 
ad beneficum, cui animarum Cura annexa 
eſt , proaany inveftire preſumat , nil qut 
&c., —— Cenſum iſtius Eccleſia, ad ſua 
ſuſtentationem, ſufficientem eſſe, eumque /ibs 
a Patrono integrumrelingui, docuerit: Alio- 
quin Inveſtituram talem, manemet irritam, 
et Salut aris hujus inv1bitions temerarium 
1 ftranſ- 
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tranſerefſorem, ipſo {atlo ab officio ſuſpenden- 
dum,et .arbitrio Ordinarij /ui puniendumde- 
cernmus,. Eum vero guipreſentationem, ſeu 
Collatinnem alicujus Bengficy, ſive Curati ſrue 
nou Curati, a,FPatrono receptrit , cum tati 
patrione, ut Patronus, de proventibus benefe. 
ci portionemreſervct, ad tale benefictum pro- 
bibemus lwvestiri: 'Aut fi poſt iveiiituram, 
talem pattiomem fecifſe depreheyſus fuerit, 
beneficio decernimus privandum , et eidem be-. 
wefitio alrum Idoneum preticiendum. That 
is, ſome Patrons do. retain to themſclyes 
a part of the Rents.of the Benefice, yea, 
and ſometimes, they intercept thewhole pro- 
fits of it, leaving nothing to theſe, upon whom, 
for a cover to their infamous ayarice they con- 
fer the ſame, but only a naked and empty 
Title. Andtherefore we peremptorly require, 
that no prelat nor official in his name, to wrom 
the right of_ inſtitution. pertains, preſume ro 
give any man inſtitution in a benefice,to which 
the cure of Souls is annexed, unleſs he firſt in- 
itruR, thatthe rents of it are pun for his 
ſuſtencation,and thar they are left intice to him 
by the Patron: Otherways we decern the In- 
ſtitution to, be yoid and null, and ordain ſuch 
Contraveeners of this wholſom prohibition to 
be z-/o fao ſuſpended, from their office,and to 
be puniſhed at the diſcretion of their Qedinary, 
An 
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Character, of a Miniſter oft 


And we doelikewayes prohibit, any ſuch per- 
ſon, as hath accepred of a preſentation, upon 
ſuch conditions from the Patron, toa Benefice, 

ither with, or withoar Cure, to be inſtirute 
therein. And if at aty time after the Inſtiruti- 
on ſuch a paQtion ſhall be diſcovered, we ordain 
him to bedeprived of the Benefice; & another 
fit Perſon to be purin his place. 

X. Atotherrimes, the Inrrants Friends, 
at tryſts or mectings, about Civil Buſineſs, 
with the Patrons; paſttrom ſomething more 
vr leſs of their juſt rights, In favours of the 
Patrons, hoc intuitu, that their Friend may be 
ſetledin the Benefice. | 

Xl. Sometimes the Intrants Friends en: 
page for his dependence upon the Patron, and 
for his concurrence with him, in his defigns fot 
promoting a courſe of defeRion, and ptomiſe 
him the Intrancs ſuffrage tor chat effe&t;” And 
thetruth is, Generally, 'thisRightof Patton- 
age, kept the Paſtors of the Churchy, i'Tuch a 
Ineaking and flavilh dependence, upon: great 
Men, as was moſt unworth the Dj HMity and 

he Goſptl;oranh 
man of $pirir to undergoe. -x-omcphp! 

XII. "Thus alſo gifts were beſtowed &n the 
Patron's Wife, and Children ; 'ot*orf ſome 
Gehazies about him , wherein the Patron did 
oft times, meanly cnovgh ran bisſhare. ; 
I 2 n 


fe hath bien ſentaiufyabofta" x w "A 
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of praQtifing Semony, occaſioned by this One 


up the price or value of a bargain, berwixt 
Merchant and Merchant, and ſome of them 


diſhoneſt, diſhonourable and baſe , to that. 


Dogs. thatit is much ſater topaſs them over 
in ſilence, than to teach Men to repeat them by 
a fuller enumeration. 

X['I. But 24/y, this corrupt power hath 
not only expoſed Patrons and Intrants, but 
even the Churche-Judicatories and People 
themſclves,to a multitude of temptations. The 
Scandal and Offenſiveneſs of Patronage,in thig 
reſpe , is but too well known. For theſe 
alſovery oft , partly froma ſhyneſs , to top 
with the great Ones, partly from the ſoliſtati- 
ons and flatteries, and ſometimes the threats 
that were uſed, for procuring the admiſſion 
of the Perſon preſented: And finding it hard, 
to withſtand the tyde and ſtream of thetimes, 
or toprovide any efiefual remedy againſt a 
growing Evil, ' have been forced toly by, and 
flight the duc inquiry and tryal, of thelite and 

ualifications ot the Intrant, and to huddle up 
the whole matter perfuntZorie, et pro more 
ſchole only. 

XIV. And both Presbitry & People were 
alſo many times dcluded and abuſed, by the 
Patrons 


In ſhort there are as many ſeveral methods, 
device of Patronage, as there areof making; 


ada 4c. 


Patrons droping in of a preſentation(which he 
knew , and deſigned ſhould be rejeted) once 


king. { inthe halt year,that he might thereby 
wixt {| his right of preſentation, from falling Zure de- 
hem # wo/uto, into the hands of rhe Church: And 


that. ] that he might promote his own privare and 
over | baſe ends, of miſapplying the profits of the 
nby | benefice, during the vacancy to his ds a4 
ownuſe: The poorPeople inthe ,, ,, hy ” 
hath Y mean while, being oblidged, to_.7.6-. þ. 163. 
bur ſeck help from other Miniſters, and tode- 
ople | p:nd uponthe leaſure of ſuch, as were, forthe 
The & moſt pact, as unable to decern what was re- 
this Y quiſite, to make a fit and well qualified Mini- 
heſe Þ ter, asthey were careleſs and unconcerned, 
top | to provide them with ſuch, to the great hin» 
tati- derance of the planting of Kirks ; whereb 
eats] the poor people haye been unayoidablytorced, 
lion] toly deſtitute for along time, of the preach. 
ard, ] ing of the Goſpel, ſo neceſſary a mean of their 
nes, | Erernal happineſs. 
ſt a ' XV. Again, the power of Patronage hath 
and} been moſtoffenſive , in being abuſed to the 
and} bringingin, and keeping up, of a corrupt, 
up Ignorant, Lazie, and Scandalouſly prophane 
yore Miniſtry, in the Church of God. Inced not 
enlarge upon this, it is a truth but too well 
creſt Known. The whole Nation can bear wit- 
neſs, That there was neyer a more a” * 
I ; Idlz 


.. 
ww 


DE. £ C pnage of Kr ; Cod xv 
Ike and Profane pack -of men, .. that barg 


the nameat Miniſters inany Chriſtian Church, | ; 
ſince. che, firft dawning ot the Reformation « 


fram Popery, than many, ot. thoſe,. that were 
tude fipon the Church, in the time of 
6 Joly Deflates ( to ſay nothing of the Us, 
ſent Prelates) when Patronage was cxctcils 
ed in its full extent, ... The good.'Lord delis 
ver and»preſerve his. Church from. ſuch a 
Miniſtry. , "Fo n 
Wy VI. This powes of Patronage hath al: 
ſo many times bcen id hold on,. when na 
other preten-e would eryethe turn, to cjec 
Learted, Godly, Painful, and Succeſstul Mi- 
niſters, or ro diſturb them jn_the/ peacable 
Poſſeſſion of their liyings, if theig, catry was 
fot by the Patron's Preſentation, . as being 
the only Legal Title that any man could have 
for the time, To abſtract from that ſtravge, 
Caraſtrophe, that we fee brought about in 
this Church, in the Years 1661, and 166%. 
upon the pretence of the want of Preſentati- 
ons, when yet forthe time, Patranages ſtood 
aboliſhed: * _ _ 
XV LI. . It hath alſo been grofly ſcanda- 
lous and offenſive, by being an occaſion of 


bringing, the Bleſſed Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, * 


and the Miniſters of ic, into. contempt ;. For 
as on the one hand,there is no lecondary mean, 
that 


AQ} that does more advance the eſteem and value 


bf ofthe Goſpel, in the hedrtsof People; 'than a 
UT ſutable antd due reſpe&t , & a chearky & cordial * 
ſubmiſſisn; to ſuch as are i in the 


Miniſtry of ir, as is” very clear both from 
common Reiſon, and from the Apoſtles car. 
neſtneſs with the Faithful upon that account. 
we beſeerh "you, brethren (ayes he ) to 
know them , which labour among 
, -.— 1 Theſes. 12 13. 

you, and are over you it 19e (rim: 519 1. 
Lord, and admoniſh you, and Cor*+ 4. 

to efteem them very highly m love , for their 
Works ſake. And again, Let tbe /* [ders that 
Rule well, be counted worthy of double Ho- 
nour , eſpecially they that lav;nr in word and 
Dotirine ('that is both preaching Presbiters 
and ruling Elders) Forthe Scripture fays, 
T hou ſh I not muzzle the mouth of the Ox , 
that treadeth out the Corn: and the Labourer 
© worthy of bis reward: So onthe other hand, 
there isno ſtrarageme, that ever Satan deviſed, 
that has had worſe, and more eftetual in- 
fluence, for deſtroying that reverence and 
free ſabmiſſton, which people owe the Senr 
Servants of the Lord, than this device of Pa- 
tronage hath had. 

X VIII. And it is moral'y impoſſible it 
ſhould be otherwiſe. tor when people ſcethem- 
ſclycs diſappointed, of a perſon more worthy, 

I + and 
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and acceptable, on whom they. had ſet their 
Eye for a Paſtor, and another obxruded up. 
on them in his place, meerly by the Patron'g 
Ele tion,, tro whom they never conſented, and 
8 Legal Force put upon both them and the 
Presbiery, to receive the Perſon Preſented, and 
ro give himthe Maintenance duetotheir law. 
{ul Paſtor; How is it poſlible, fo long as 


men are men, and ſubjz& to: paſſion and weak. 


neſs, but that the effe of ſuch untoward me- 
theds, ſhould be to produce, a very cold, 
backward, and unchearſul Submiſhon and 
Obedience, to ſuch Paſtors? There being 
nothing that more alienates men's minds and 
afteRions, than ſuch courſes; and Love being 
the main ingredient in Reverence, and {hat 
the great Graund of a chearful and hearty 
Submiſlion,  isit any wondcr to ſee thisa mil- 
ing, where there is ſo much pains taken to deſ- 
troy that which breeds it? or how is it poſlible 
that a People can be perſwaded, thata Paſtor 
is ſent of God for their good, when they ce, 
that he hath ſtept out of God's way, aad hath 
not entered by the right door of Chriſt's apoint- 
ment ? 

X'X. Beſide all this the whole Nation can 
witneſs, that this method of forcing Mini- 
fters upon People, without or againſt their 
conſent, and inclinations , hath had yery w- 
an 


La” 


Arn 95 


— Dk as a cott oo. a. a. 1h © a = 


It hath been ſcandalouſly abuſes. * 137 
and ſcandalous effe&s, by raiſing of Rios, 
and Tumulcs, to thegreat hazard of both par- 
ties, 2s wellat thetime of the entry as after» 
wards,/beſides the loſs and troubleghe People 
ſuſtained, by ſubſequent proſecutions at Law, 
upon that account. 

Many other inſtances might be given, of the 
groſs abuſes and ſcancals, occaſioned by 
this corrupt and uſeleſs priviledge, but theſe 
may ſuffice. And the truthis, Itis, noſayory 
imployment to rake into ſuch a Dunghil of 
Corruprion. 

XX. Only I cannot omit to obſerye, that 
which is the moſt Natural Effte&, of the un- 
warrantable mixture, that appears in ſuch a 
Call ro the Miniſtry. For beſide the bad influ- 
ence this may have on People, toraile a juſt 
diſtaſte and prejudice in their minds, againſt 
ſuch miniſters, Ir cannot but alſobe very hurt. 
ful co a Miniſter himſclſe , in marting his con- 
fidence, andobſtruting his comfort in per- 
forming the duticsot his funftion, when he 
ſees himſelte diſabled (efpecialy in times of 
trial and perſecutian) to behave, inthe diſ- 
chargeof his truſt, with that vigor and conft- 
dence, that becomes a Sent Seryant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a Workman that needs not be 
aſhamed. Tothis purpoſe, there ,_. _ 
is a paſſage ofthe Apoſtle Paul, cor.4.r, 


8 


inthe ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthions,' very 
remarkable, where h* fonnds the cauſe of his 
not fainting, in the” Work of the Lord; in 
the mid{tef difficulties, upon the affurance 
he had; of his having received the Call of 
his Miniſtry from no other hand , but that 
which had been rhe Fountain of Merey to 
him. Having recerved this Miniſtry (\ay's 
he ) ar we have recerved Mercy, therefore 
we famt not. And hence it is, rhat gene- 
rally in all the Epiſtles, directed to the ſe- 
veral Churches, The Writer ſtill begins, with 
his Title of ApoFtle, Servant of Chrift, El- 
der, &e. thereby intimating, that their great 
pround of Confidence, and Comfort, in des 
livering the Meſſage of the Goſpel; was foun- 
ded on the affurance they had, of their Law- 
ful Call-to the. Miniſtry. 

X XI. Thisis a Truth that hath been con - 
firmed, by the experience of ſeveral Mini. 
ſters in this Church, For tho' ſome of them 
were botlyfaithful and diligent in their duty, 
to the intire ſatisfaRion of their People; yer 
when they came to diſcoyer the finfulneſs of 
their entry - by this unwarrantable method 
of Patronage, they have been kept under 
Jong and ſad cxerciſe of Spirit , and put to 
ſcrious and deep humiliation before the Lord, 
e'cc they could attain ro any meaſure of con- 


fidence, -- 


& 
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fidence, that they were: authorized-of God; 
to deliver a Meſſage in his Name, or could 
getthcir Conſcience brought to any calm and 
quiet, from the fears of being underthegyuile 
of ſuch, as 74 4n/ent, ;or could think they 
had a good right to #hag Peace, which our 
bleſſed Lord lett, as his laſt and tarewellroken, 
to his Diſciples, and.in them to all his Sent Ser: 
yants, as the natural and kindly FPTTIG! 
Effect, of their Lawfyl Call to © ©: Oe 
the Miniſtry. Peace:he wito you, (fays our 
Bleſſed Lord ) - 44 yt Father hath ſent 'me; 
ſo ſend I you | 
X X11; And many Miniſters, who have 
ſicten down with too much ſatisfaQtion, as ro 
ſuch a Call, and way of Encry,, 'have been 
made to ice, that fuch of their Brethren and 
People, as had skill rodifcern the Spirirs, and 
know the Voice of Chcilt , in. his Sent Ser- 
vants, had thoights,oft them very different, 
from rheir own. Theſe being able:ro diſco= 
yer in ſuch, Paſtors, but very liccleof thar aſ- 
ſiſtance and ſuppore, which the Lord ordi- 
narly youchſatcs to bellow, on his own Am- 


' baſladors,: ſent upon fuch-a weighry and im- 


portant 'Errand, asthe delivery of 4 Meſſage 
of Reconciliation with God, to a People in 

his Name 
X X L11., Others have but too much en- 
decay oated 


# 
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deavoured to ſtifle, and bear down the checks 
of their Conſcience, in this matter, bur have 
found themſelves very much ſtraitned, ro own 
* G@avow{asa Faithful Paſtor ſhould) rhat they 

| had a Warrand and Commiſſion, to ſpeak 10 
their People, in the Name of Chritt, And 
if at anytime, they ventured upon it, their 
Conſcience would ſtare them in the face, and 
tell.chem, that their people did with roo much 
reaſon ſuſpe& their ſincerity in it, ſeing their 
entry was not by the 'right Door, but that 
in ſome one or moe ſteps, they had clumb 
up another way. 

XXIV. And as in times of trial and diffi- 
culty , the checks of a man's Conſcience, do 
ordinarly turn more ſharp and uneaſy, ſo at 
ſuch times cſpecially ; the comfort of ſuch 
Miniſters as entered by Patrons, have proven 
very faint and cold; and the truth is, it is 
but little wonder, That ſuch as have no arts 
to warm them at, in this caſe, bur theſe of 
mens kindling, have this from the Lord's 
hand, that they ſhall ye down in ſorrow. 

Confidence and Comfort( in theſe 
' matters eſpecially ) are mutual 
Supports, and Strengrhners of cach other, 
and there 1s noſuch ground inthe World, for 
both, as that calm ſerenity of Mind, and 


Fſey. $0, 11 


peace ot Conſcience , which flowes from the = 


alla. 
« 
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aſſurance a man hath, of having regulate hig' 
AQions, ( eſpecially when chey rebith to the 
matters of God, and his Church ) by the 
hey {| Divine and Unerring Rules ot the Scripture. 

10 XXV. Andtho? many pious and worthy 
nd Perſons, have entered tothe Miniſtry in this 
cir method, yetitisto be conſidered, that multa 
nd ſunt toleranda in Eccleſie, aut Reipublice 
ch | /atuperturbato, que non ſunt approbanda. 


cir I ſhall not determine, how farr ſuch a tolera+ 
)at tion may beexrended, bur ſure Iam, to argue 
nb from their practice at a time,when entry tothe 


Miniſtry could not be otherwiſe had, to the 
i= keeping up of ſuch an abuſe when it may be ra- 
do ken away, as it was once welltaken away, is a - 
at conſequence beyond all rational comprehenſi- 
ch on. Thoſe Miniſters ordinarly, -had the 
n yoluntar conſent,of the Church and People in- 
is tereſſed , which makes up the Subfarce of 
4 Elefiou,. Andifthey had not this, Ido nog 
f ſee how they could have been tree of the guile 


s of having run un/ent , ubi libertas Eletiionss 
< (fayes Door Ames) abepiſcoprs, 

- Magiſtratu , Patronis Imminui- od ng ar 
[ tur, quamuis Elet7to nor (it eo 


modo et gradu (1bera, que oportet , Conſen- 
ſus tamen voluntarius, ut in Conjugio, ſic 
in Minifterio licet mquis rationibus procure- 
tur , eſſemtiam babet Elettionis et vocationis 
neceſ- 
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_ fario Requi/ite. That's, tho! in fuch caf- 
. es, (the tlefionbe-norin that manner, and. 


to that degree, ſofree as it ought ro be; yet 
the voluntary conſent of theſe intereſſed, as 
in the caſe of Marriage, ſoin /this of the 
Miniftry, hath rhe necet[ary Eſſence and Sub. 
ſtance, - of ane EleRion and Call. 


SECT. XV 


Patronage zs a /ymbol:zing with Tdolaters, 
and again#? the Dottrine and Difcipline of 
this Church. 


I. FT* H E laſt pgroundrhat we ſhall in- 
|  ſſtupon, apainſt the'intereſts of 
Patronage, is, that'ir being a P#pi/þ device, 
wirhour any uſe ot neceſſity , ovghteven up- 
on thataccount to be rejefted. Igrantindeed, 
thatiris no ſufficient Argument, ſimply to 
fay, thatathing is deviſed or practiſed by the 
Popiſh Church, ifit were foundedon any ne- 
ceſlity , either of means or precepr,"thar is, 
if it were either 9#9r ally neceſſary\, or poſt- 
truely commended; Burwe may well conclude; 
that-the complying and fymbolizing' wich I- 
dolaters, in things wnmerefary, oreyEn;.things 
ſimply 


O's 


caſ- 
and. 


yet 
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ſimply» indifferent, - is ſinful and unlawtul. 
Thus we find the Lord prohibireth/his People, 
from -complying with, -or imitation of the 
Heathen, m cut tg the Hair , or {i 
rounding the corners of the Head © Y. 
&c: whichare things in themſelves, at worſt 
but indiflexent. And therefore, @ fortzors, and 
much more , is it, unjuſtifiable, £o comply 
with Idolaters, In keeping up and' maintaining 
ſuch Poprſh devices, as are not only.in them- 
ſelves, uſeleſs and unneceſſary, bur: are. like- 
wayes clearly prejudcial and deſtructive, ro 
the intereſts and libertics of the;/Church of 
God; And have 'moreover :a-;Natural Ten- 
dency , to foſter Superſticion, and an' Aute- 
evangelical Opinion of Merzt. 

IL And that this power of..Patronape'is 
of that nature, is abundantly-elear, from 
what is alrcady faid,. in the' begining and 
progreſs of this Diſcourſe. And co this day, 
where eyeritis maintained in its full Latirude, 
as in the Popiſh Churches , daily experience 
confirms the truth of this Charge. For, as 
Superſtition, andthe Opinion ot Merit, were 
the great. Principles,that gave Birth and Life 
to this corrupt and uſcleſs Invention, and have 
multiplied Patronages to ſo valt a number, 
as will appear to.any. that will. peruſe the 
Popilh Writers : ſairis bur little wonder, that 
554 this 
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this-power ſtill retain a native tendency,'to 
foſter rheſe breaſts, from which'it drew its 
fi rſt ſtrength and aliment:There bei 
more natural, than for a thing both to'pre+ 
lerve, and be preſerved, by the ſame means, 
by which ir began at firſt co have a Beeing, 
Ic were cafie to enlarge upon this Confſide- 
ration, but the thing it ſelt being abundant. 
ly clear, I ſhall leave it tothe Reader's own 
conſideration, That will furniſh him with 
more than is neceſlar to ſet down-in this dif- 
courſe, which hath already exceeded the bre. 
vity at firſt deſigned. 

ITI. There are many other Grounds that 
might be inſiſted on, againſt the Intereſt of 
Patronage, but theſe already propoſed, I 
hope, upon due conſideration, will be found 
to be a ſufficient proof of our aſſertion, and 
the intended brevity of this Eſſay will not al- 
low me to enlarge any farther. Andthere- 
fore I ſhall only add, thar this power of Pa. 
tronage, is contrary to. the Doctrine, © Diſ- 
cipline, and Government of this Church, re- 
ceived from the firſt Dawning of the Reforma- 
tion from popery(as hath been ſhewninrtheen- 
try of this diſcourſe, & ſhall not now be reſum- 
- ) which the whole Nation, hath ſo often, 
and Solemnly Vowed and engaged to [Main- 
taine. And it is hoped, that none, aye 
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; admired,if in ſuch a horrid confuſion od hey 
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neſs, as the affairs of both Church and ſtate 
were brouphrt to ar thabtime,- chere 9 men 
- | rhing of #1 unavoidable /uperpargty 

- | Bodyfullotfogroſs Humors, and 

« | inveterate Diſeaſes, where it was im ſible 
* | forthebeſt Phiſitians;afthe firſt, 'crok ws 
- | Duantwmfuffieit.andthejuſtand crueNoſe 4 
quiſite for ſuctran untraRtable patient : 

ally afterall chat they call Regularand ot 
meth6ds;” had been ſo' often | arterypred = 
out the leaſt ſucceſs: Omme enim pharma- 
cum, habet-m fe aliquid veneni: Et omne meds. 
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of Pojſon, ao Philick, without ſomething vio i 


lentinir, nor any greatexample or adyantage, 
withour me lara lot $. - yet our Y—, 


faries will be very much ſtrained to inſtru, 
Soſure I:am inthe. preſent caſe, this corrupt 
power of Patronage, ,was once taken away, 
not inany diſorderly manner, nor ſo ſuddenly 
3sit,might haye been, bur after along tract of 
time, and much trouble and pains, was aho. 
liſhed by publick Authority, inthe moſt calm 
and deliberate method imaginable. 


— 
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SECT: XVI. 


"Wd pretence that the Patron meddles with nd: 
| gr 4 Eleftion, or what is properiy Ec- 
C ad. | 


7. F Comenow tothelaſt part of the method 
J propoſed, which is to examine ſuch pre- 
rences;: as may be offered , to extenuate tha 
injuries,that we hayc demonſtrate the Church 
 {uſtains, by occaſion ot the corrupt and uſeleſs 
priviledges of Patronage, and to clear that 
the Churchr's prejudice thereby is not ſo great 
avit is repreſented to be. | ze 
. c 


C 


» & - Trefent ation it ineffett Ele ion. 
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Pitie,4 1. The firſt |pretence of this nature we 
Xture {| meet with is, that the priviledge acclaimed, 
los | in the Call of a Miniſter, cannot be ſaid to be 
any right of Eletion ; For whe a Patron 
Preſents a Miniſter, he makes no tormal 
Eleftion, but leaves that, andall the reſt of 
the Eccleſiaſtical part, viz. Tryal and Adm/. 
ſim; intirely to the Presbirery. So that after 
Tryal,Eletftton maylollow or not tollow,as the 
Preſbitery ſees cauſe. And the Prefbitery and 
Pariſh,may rejethe perſon preſented, in caſe 
he be found inſufficient, or unqualified. And 
therefore the power of Patronage is not ſo in- 
jurious, to the intereſts of the Church, asic 
is repreſented to be. 


II. This preterice conſiſts of ſeyeral branches; 
which I ſhall handle ſeverally, the firſt is, that 
the Patron makes no formal Election, asto 
which'it may be conſidered. | | 

Firſt, that tho* in a formal, orderly, and' 
od Lawful Eleftov, the Looking out, the Nomi- © 
re-f nation, and the Elef7ion, of a Paſtor, be 
hall diſtin Acts; yet, as in other caſes, all uſurpa- 
chil tions and corruptions, ate full of diſorder 
fs and confuſion, ſo particularly-in this of Pa- 
at tronage alſo, theſe di/tzncr Acts, are abſo- 
acl lutely Confounded: For whereas in the orderly 
way of the Looking out Nommation and F.lectt- 
K 2 on 
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" onotaPaſtor. there is a  jornt concurrence; of 
all concerned in it, To wit both of Chick: 


Judicatories and Church of  Beletvers reſpe- 


Qively ; each of them ating, and keeping 
within their own Spheres, As 1. Both con- 
cur in the Looking out, of ſuch perſons; as 
may be fir and proper, for fach a Charge. 
2. Theyboth concur in the Nomination,” of 
ſuch as they have looked our. 3. They 
pitch upon 'and Ele, one of thoſe whom 
they have ſo-Looked out and Nominate. And 
after all the Church Sets the perſon thus 
Elefted before, or Preſents him to the Pre: 
bitery, for tryal and admiſſion. | 

I'V. But upon the contrary, In this.ne- 
thod of Patronage, the caſe is quite diffe. 
rent. Fothere, che Patron by himſelf alone, 
and withouc;'yea and often againit, the ad- 
vice and concurrence of any interefſed; doth 
by one ſingle and confuſed AR of Preſentati- 
on, both Look out, Nominat and Ele, what 
perſons he pleaſeth, for ſuch a Charge 7 and 
Sets them _ , or Preſents them: to the 
* Presbitery, for tryal and admiſſion , paſſiog 
by all others: Oblidging the Church t&'re- 
ccive and admit thoſe he hath preſented, -if 
they be found in the meaneſt meaſure; ex- 
fernally Qualified, accotding to the letter of 
the Church Lays, forthe Office of a a 


Preſentation itin effet? Elettion, 14g 


$o that what the patrons leave to the Church, 


js not.to make any Ele&tion, that being done 
by himſelt to their hand, but only Declaras 
truely, to find, whether the perſon Elefted 
by the patron, be in any meaſure exrernal- 
ly Qualified, forthe Office in general or not z 
withqut reſpe& toany Inquiry, whether he be 
fir for ſuch a people, or any other Conſide« 
ration whatſoever. | 
V. Secondly this one fingle and confuſed 
AR, including the Looking out, the Nomma*« 
tion, the Elettton, and the Setimg, or Pre- 
ſenting of the perſon kleRed, before the 
Church Judicatories, puts the perſon preſent- 
ed, as far forward, in order to his. Adm:/ſion, 
as all theſe diſtin& ARs, that both the Church- 
Judicatories, and.Church of Believers, inthe 
molt orderly and Lawful Method, can do. 
For the next ſtep after this, in both caſes, is 
to proceed to the Tryals, of the perſon pitch- 
ed upon. And therefore the patrons One 
ſingle and confuſed AR, of Preſentation, com- 
pleats the Eletion, as well as all the other | 
diſtin&t Acts, And by the way, we may no- 
tice, what pains and trouble ir coſt this Church, 
in former-times to. procure from the King, 
4 hat incaſes where he was Patron, the Pret- 
bitcry and Pariſh might fend a liſt of Four to 
Court,' out of which the King was to Elect 
VI. Thirdly, 
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VI. Thirdly, tho'it ſhould fall our (asfe 
dom if cverit doth ) that after Trya#, both 
Preſbitery and People, ſhould fully approye 
of, and be fatisfied with, the Perſon Elected by 
the Patron, both as to his firneſs and quali. 
fications for the Office ofa Paſtor in general, 
and for ſuch a charge and People in particular, 
yetthe Act of the Church'in that caſe, may 
well be rermed a ſubſequent and ſuperyenient 
conſent, to-an Election already made by the 
Patron, by himſelf, and without their con- 
currence; . but can never-in any propriety of 
ſpeech, nor from the Nature of the ©/407, me 
be termedthe E/etZon it ſelf. Alltharis here tha 
left in the Church's power, being indeed no- Net 
thing elſe, but ſimply ro find and declare, 
wherher the Perſon El/efed by the Patron, be te! 
ſufficient, . And that only in ſo tarr as concerns i be 
the meerly external qualifications, that are i th 
ſimply neceſlary , by the terterof the Church © 2" 
Laws, forthe Office of a Paſtor in General. 3 © 
And ſure I am there is none that have any mea» iſ di 
fare of true Piery, or ſincerity, but will think, 1 
chat to ſay no more, there is ſomthing tarther th 
requiſite, ro be conſidered, in the klection b 
of a Paltor, that may be fir and proper for a 
the particular charge, of ſuch and ſuch a n 
People, whomay be Oe among aT houſarnd.as 
it1s 706. 3:, which-in the merhod of _— 
: - y 
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by Patrons, cannever fall withinthe reach of 
the cogniſance of the Charch , (whe only are, 
and can be, the proper and diſcerning ) 

of it) ro inquite ints.'' And tho'the Church, 

as ſhe is bound, ſhould dipp upon theſe tarther 

conſiderations,' and thereupon find cauſe, ta; 
rcje& che Perfon preſented by the Patron; yet 
her determinations therein, would not be re- 
guarded , as being abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the exerciſe of the priviledge of Patronage; the 
Patron being oblidged ro ſtand to the iſſue 
of no other inquiry , but what Concerns the 
meerly external and common qualifications, 
that are ſimply neceſſary for rhe office in ge. 
neral, as I have already ſaid. 

VII. Asto the fecond branch of this pre- 
tence, it is yery clear, both from what hath 
been juſt now faid, and from what is faid in 
the former part of this diſcourſe, that Tryal 
and Admiſſion, make not up all the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal part ot a Miniſtcrs Call. The Church-Ju- 
dicatories and People, have a farther intereſt, 
inthe Elon of fuch as are tobe members of 


the one, and*Paſtors of the other, as bath 
been ſufficiently cleared. And tho” this were 
all the Eccleſiaſtical part, yereven that- can- 
not be faidto be lefr unrouched by the Patron: 
For ro ſay nothing of what the Canoniſts 
maintain, that ſuch as are preſented ab Unz- 
ver (i - 
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" wwr{itatibus, (eu generalium. ſipdioum, Gols, 
FE \2retoÞe admictod without any xryal or 
Examnangns Whichelarly rakes 204g Frye. f to. 
al from ths Church, "the! there cap gp que | cyl: 
ſumption lyinthe cafe fqr,thele Patrons,to f cor 
y aſide the; tryal of, rhe perſon, preſented, F 
xceptinſa tarr as concerns... bis kngwledge, Þ wh 
in ordinary liferarure, I ſay, befide thisgg is vety, | by 
lear, No the Church or be tree gnd.un» B ow 


imitcd , in the.tryal and. admiſſion , ſo.long | Ca 
as the Patron, leaves nor the Churchtoafrce BY co 
choice,and ties not himſelf ro her freechouce ; © ſor 
but on the contrary, biqds up the Churchto EÞ ro 
the Eleftion made by him... . dg 
VII, And tho” Patron ſhould be tied to pe 
the Church's, free Electiog, either by; Law, | w! 
| or by his owncpnſent, yethe would fl re: i of 
maine a5 ane; utwarrantable,: uſeleſs and un- Y m 
neceſſary obſtruction, to the planting of the Y th 
Church, -with fit and well; qualified Paſtors. £ tit 
"They being till oþlidged to.depend upon an i el 
extrinſick power,for compleating of theirCall, | br 
as it it were defective withqut him... .. pz 
"IX. Andas thefad experience of the Church © £4 
in general, (if men woulddoe themfelyes the | tl 
favour, to ſce things as they arg; and without | OC 
prejudice andprepoſſeſſion ) hath in all, Ages, | B 
ſufticiently demonlirates , \,thar, there is.no © L 
method urge Heaven, that.can regular, the {l 

IDO=s | | Inycn- 


Inventions of men, inthe mattcrsof God,” ſo 


asto kceepthem within, any tolerable bounds z 


ſo the experience of our own Church in/parti- 
cplar, -hath confirmed this truth beyond all 
contradition. © .., | 
, X. Weall know, (togivenoother inſtance) 
what proviſions and limitations , were made 
by the Church, by King Zames the. ſixth his 
own conſent, in the Year 1600. with-all the 
Caution, that humane foreſight or providence, 
could deviſe, for reducing of Epicopacy ,. to 
ſome kind of ©Hoderation , as they termit, 
ro which the Biſhops chemſclves did conſent, 
ſubſcribe and ſolemnly ſwear, andthe Kingia 
perſon,inthe General Aſſembly, didratifie the 
whole-matter ; All the freedoms and liberties 
of Rreſbitery being confirmed by parlia- 
ment. And we know as well thatall the honds 
that could be put on the Prelates did in a ſhort 
time (as many did then toreſee) prove nothing 
elſe, but Ropes of Sand, and as uncapableto 
bridle the luſts of that corrupt and Ambitious 
patty, as.a Fi/þ-hook, or a T born would be to 
catch the great Leviathan, Job 41. In ſhort all 
theſe caveats, and injunctions, lolemn Vows, 
Oaths, and Promiſes, were broken, and the 
Biſhops mounted to their uſual Grandeur. and 
Lordly, Dominionover che Church, notwirh- 
ſtanding of them all. The Church complains 
? and 


Y54 Of the Patronageof Kirkr, Sea VI. 
andcryes out, on that violent and treacherviis 
alteration of her eſtabliſhed Government. 
And the Biſhops find themſelves oblidyed to 
meet and conſult,how ro vindicate themlelyes, 
from wa _ Imputations. And accor- 
dinply they publiſh an A in Latine, and 
acecls it 4 —nvmingo lr , athome 
and abroad. An Apology that as it diſcovers 
their Treatchery and Perjury, to be a moſt de- 
teſtable and horrid piece of Villany; ſoit clear- 
ly tells us, what effe&t the moſt wiſe and 
prudent regulations, of ſuch humane Inyen- 
tions in the matters of God will haye: And 
may ſerve the Church, for a conſtant beacon, 
to beware of taking the like meaſurs for the 
future. Take __ own words, Conditiones 

3ite, pro tempore magts, 
Refulbatlo Bells 6s roars! ahh heed af A gr 
gegimine Eccles, £4 
Shes, riperetar, quam animo in per- 

petuum obſervand: accepte. 
Thatis, their deſign in theſe folemn Promiſes 
Vows and Oarhs, was neyer to keep them, 
bat only to ſerve a Turn, and to lv]l the Peo- 
ple unto ſome ſort of a calm and ſecurity a- 
gainſt the clamor, that was raiſed upon the 
apparent alteration, of the Eſtabliſhed Go- 
yernment of the Church. 

An Apology indeed Ingenuous enough, 

and very becomming the Farh and ſincerity, 
of 
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of that party who ſtill incline to follow the + 
Wiſdom of the old Serpent, withour any 
mixture ofthe Innocence and Simplicity of the 
Dove, butilam ſureir were ſcarce credible, 
tharever any, thar pretended, to the name 
ofa Clergy- Man, ortothe Title of the Reve- 
end, and Spiritual Fathers of the Church, 
ſhould make uſe ot ir, if chey themſelyes , 
had not publiſhed it ro the World. And there 
is no Crime their Adyerſaries could charge 
them with of ablacker Nature, than this de- 
fence faſtens upon them. 

XI. Butthis not being my preſent defigne, 
having only talnby accident upon this parti- 
cular ; Thetrue uſe of ir, that at preſent we 
intend, is, thatit would beapieceof ſtupid, 
and ſinful folly, after ſucha warning, to run 
our ſelyes, upon theſe Rocks, on which the 
peace andfſatety of rhe Church, hath beenſo 
oft ready toſplit. Itinſuch caſes we ſhould 
be-rake ourſelves, torely on our own pitiful 
and weak Counſcls and projets,and rejzR,the 
inſtirutions of the [»finite and wnſearchable, 
Love and i/dome , of God, we (hould true- 
ly be guilty of for ſaking the Fountain of Living 
Waters, and of Hewing out to our ſelves, 
Cifterns, broken C:fHerns, that can b;ld no 
Water, And ſhould tak: the molt compendi- 
Ous method, that couldbe, tO Jermp 2,1 3 Levit 26 
pro. . 
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provoke: the Lord;.; to puniſh. us yet ſeven 
times more, forall qur iniquities 

X11. Thetrue Rule in theſecaſes, is, that 
ſince ſuch Inſtitutions, as are not in them- 
ſelves, abſolutely neceſlary, cither by neceſ- 
firy of Means; or,Precet, and do of their 
own nature, ſo-much tend to Corruption, 
Oppreflion , Scandal and Superftition, tho' 
never ſo well regalat; are ſtill ready to de- 
board, and exceed all bounds; Therefore, 
the belt, and only:way, to prevent their ex- 
orbitancies, is altogether to Cathier them, 
from any other tasther uſe. 

XILI. I ſhall only add, that as the Inſti. 
tution of-Yi/itations, was very fitand neceſ+ 
ſary, for enquiring into the lives and carriages 
of the paſtors g{-the Church, atrer they were 
admitted and-ſetcjed; fo it is ſufficiently 


known, that the patrons of Kirks and Bene» ' 


fices, -have ſtiYl.endeayovred , with all their 
force, .to put altep to the exerciſe of theſe 
Viſutations, as knowing, that molt of the pa» 
ſtors of their Namination, were as little, or 
leſs, able, ro endure ſuch a ſcrutiny, as they: 
- were-unſatisfactory;,. at their firſt admiſhon. 


T ſhallnag mention, what orher Reaſons, the. 


patrons had, tot ſuch a kindly proreRion of 
thoſe. men; ithey-rhay. be cafily gueſſed, tho” 
I am ſure wth lirtle gagdir, ro cither patty. 
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Aviother pretence , that the Church mayre: 
jet the Perſon preſented, in caſe of itte 
ſufficiency. 5 IH 4 


f. PHE -nextpretence that may bemads 
| uſe of, to alleyiat the guilt of pa- 
tronage, in its uſurpations over the Liberties 
of the Church, is this, 'Thar the. Pariſh of 
Presbicery, may reject, or refuſe to admit; 
the perſon 'EleRed by the Patron, in caſe, 
that after tryal, he be found inſufficienc; 'or 
unqualified, either as to' patts. or manners, 
And therefore the Church can be at no loſs 
by the Rights of Patronage. © 

IT. It muſt cerrainl be at! other force, 
than that of Reaſon; 'thar &4h draw fuch a 
conſequence. This method of arguing, .isjuſt 
the ſame, as if a man Thouldfay, ic is need- 
leſs to ſtop the entry of a Robber into a houſe, 
or toput himour atter-he is 'enrred, becauſe 
any harm he can doe, may be eaſily either 
diverted, or repaired, fure'T am this is'very 
tar 


e 
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from our S 7; ws _—_ _— reaſon- 
ing. If (fays he) the good man o 
Yeh? the boufe, had known, in web 
watch the T hief would come, he | be 
would have watched, and not have ſuffered | we 
bu houſe, to have been broken up. thi 
I Hl. If evilmuſf not be done, that good may 
rome of it; and if the Jeſuitick Quibbles of a 
Food mtention, cannot juſtifie a bad aRion ; 
much leſs is evil ro be tolerate and allowed, 
becauſe 'ris poſſible toprevent, or repair its bad 
eliets, Nom quod poſſibile ef eſſe, poſſibik eft 
ow eſſe, one may be anſwers another, That 
which may be, may alſo not be. There,ig 
ſill a.hazard in_the matter, and Chriſtian 
prudence oblidges us, to ſhun even the /caff 
appearance of evil, as far as we may. The 
true rule in ſuch caſes, (as I already marked) 
is, to aboliſh an uſeleſs and dangerous cu- 
ſtom, or rather corruption, fince vetuſtas er- 
Yors non conſuetudo , ſed corruptela dicenda | 
ef; and then indeed the conſequence will be 
good, that the Church can be at no loſs by it, 
CMortu non Mordent, ſays the proverb. * 
IV. And next, beſide that the power of 
+ Patronage, doth unneceſſarly expole Intrants 
'todiſcouragement, by being rejeted for In- 
ſufficrency, and alſo expoſerh the Church-Ju- 
dicatorics, to an unjuſt and cauſcleſs aches 
an 
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and reproach,. oftoo rt 
which if the right of Eleftion were in th 
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Church's own hand, as it ought robe , mould 
be very much prevented , I ſay, beſide thi 
e have already obſeryed,, what true /iberty, 
this power of Patronage leaves to the Church, 
inthe choiſe and tryal of her Paſtors. And 
when cycr the Presbitery rejects the Perſon 
pteſented, upon any head that is not ground- 
ed, upon his /»/ufſiciency and Scandal, the 
Patron looks upon his priviledge, as highl 
injured, he being oblidged to ſtand to no ach 
determination: And when ever they rejet 
upon Scandal or inſufficiency, unleſs it be 
moſt palpably and clearly manifeſt, whichis 
notalwayes neceſfary, for a Paſtor ought nos 4 
only to be free of Scandal, butas _. 
the Apoſtle poſitively requires, 3, * 7 
he ought tobe of an intire fame, : _ 
and known good report; Ilay, if ſuch inſuffi- 
ciency be not palpably maniteſt, there ispre- 
ſently a terrible outcry, and a conſtant foun. 
dation laid of many tedious Appeals, and li- 
tigious Debates, concerning the quantum ſuf- 
ficit of a Paſtors qualifications, Sc. from one 
Church-Judicatory to another, with licle | 
credit tothe Patron, and far leſsco the Intrant. 
Andupon this conſideration alone tho' there 
were no other, the Church's freedom in "= 
; try 
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eryal and admiſſion of herPaſtors; is verymud | ; 


hindered, asrhe Liberty of Martiage it th# 
caſe of waird Vaſſals, is abridged by the} 
Power and Intereſt of the Superior, and th& 
nicerics of the feudalcufZoms. Andcertain 
as their is no ſort of contract in the World: 
wherein 2 perfe& liberty and freedonf' gf 
choice, ought more topredomine; (if may 
fo fay ) then in that oft Marriage; ſo 
Church, by the appointment of God, hatfy 
much'treedom, in the Eleion of her Paſtors? 
whichare his Spiritual Husbands. And as atty* 
force or undue influence, in the. one caſe'i 
very odious, ſoin the other likewiſe it is of 
leſs ſo.** The Simile is cafily underftood antf* 
therefore 1 ſhall urge ir no farther, A waitd' 
holding in ſuch caſes as this, is certainly a'very 
hard and dangerous Tenure,  ® '” _ 
..V. Butbeſides, * when a perfofr preſented? 
by the Patron is rejeted byhe Presbitery,the 
Patron's right ſtands ſtill intire, to 'EleR ane 
preſent de novo, ſome other perſon cuſdem 


farme, with the former , and ſo the*Churclt 
molt of new again, be inviegledin the ſams 


troubles and perplexities,and al! crono'purpoſs 
or uſe. SO nh. 

VI. Apain, inthe Ele&ion of Paſtors by 
the Patrons, the Church and Peopte intereſs> 
ed, have little orno power to withſtand the 
adryiſ- 


A 
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adraifſion, or tonollific the Eleftion; more 
than any meerStranger, chat will underrake; 
to prove the im/ufficiency, or Scandalous cat- 
riage, of the perfor preſented. | 
VII. Andtoſay, that an inſtitution,. un- 
der which the Church and People of God, hath 
ſo long groantd, and which was forced and ob- 


truded upon her, without the leaſt ſhadow of a 


warrand, from the word of God; ortheleaſt 
pretence bf uſcfulneſs, for promotring their 
Spiritual good and <dification,- is no way 
injurious to the Church, implyes a maniteſt 
contradiction. ' 
VIII. Laſtly, and I ſhall add no more, 
tho' the Patron ſhould preſent none, but ſuch 
as are ſome way fic ; yet the Church's liberty 
and freedom of Election, remains ſtill under re- 
ſtrain: For tho? the Church ſhould have power 
to rejeft never ſo many z yet a people ſhall 
never come to cnjoy the Paſtor ,- they chiet- 
ly deſire, and that would be moſt acceptable 
to them, ſolong. as the patron, and not the 
Church her fel, retains the rightor power of 
Election. And certainly the ſenſc of ſuch a 
grieyous oppreſſion, cannot but make all 
that aro any way render, or concerned in the 
intereſts of the Church of Chriſt, eſpecially 
thoſe that haye been witneſſes of a far different 
State of affairs, and of the great adyantages 
5 RE” * that 
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"- thatattendedit, tobeferious and. fervent, in || 
ayer to God, for removing, and ayerting Þ - 1] 
fuch a Bondage and Slayery, trom the Church 


and people of God, tor the future. | 
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CE nother pretence from the diftinftion of 
: Laickand Eccleſiaftick Patronages. 


xs _ Here isanother pretence made uſe of, 
to extenuate the guilt, of the pretend- 
edpowerot Patronage, thatis much boaſted 
of by many (tho? 1 confeſs I am unable to 
diſcover where its ſtrength lies ) who grant 
that indeed there are many cogent Argn« 
"ments againſt Lazck Patronages, as they term 
them, and that theſe may be and have been, 
very injurious, tothe intereſt ot the Church, 
bur that yet Zcclefraſtick Patronages, may 

be very uſeful. It you ask them what t 
mean by theſe, they cannot tell, but Qiilt 
they tell you , Eccleafiick Patronages, are 
very uſetut, becauſe they are in the Church's 
own hand, as the very word imports, How- 
everthe plainſenſe of this, (if it hayveany) I 
take to be this, that it is very. fit this. ptivi- 
ledge ſhould be intruſted, in the hands 
ef Biſhops, who are Eccleſiaſtick GNRaR 
; OyCt-: 
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Governours, burnot in the hands of others” © 
II. I cannor ſtay roexamine this diſtinction» 
tho? I carhardly be perſwaded itis good Senſe 
as it isordinarly uſed, ſince the moſt part of 
the Patronages, tharbelonged tothe Biſhops, 
may truly be termed Laick Patronages, both 
in reſpect of their Original, the molt of them 
having been ar firſt ſerled, in the hands of the 
Laity (asthey are termed) and alſo in reſpect 
ot their conveyance; which was by a grant 
from the Civil:Magiſtrate, by rights under the 
Great Seal &c. And beſides the true meaning 
of this diſtinCtion, (paſſing by the Notion and 
uſe that Lawyers haye and make of it} is; it 
ſeems , to6betaken; notfrom the quality of 
the Per/os, in whoſe hands a Patronage -is 
ſetled, whether they be perſons in a Crvilor 
, nan Eccleſiaf7ick Capacity ;but from the qua- 
' ty of the fZock and fond, out of which the 
Kirks were built, or the benefices ſetled: For 
/ if the ſtock was out of tlie provate Patrimony 
of any man, whether he was of the Clergy, or 
of the Laity, the Patronage muſt be Larck > 
and if it be out of the Parzimony cf theChurch, 
the Patronage muſt be Z&rele/taſtick. 
+ HI. Buc not toinfiſt on theſe Fopicks, this 
pretence is abſolutly groundleſs. x. Be- 
cauſe , the Argument adduced , firiks 


equally againſt - all for of Patronages, 
HAS DOE 
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and againſt all ſuch negative intereſts, inthe 
Eleftionor Maintenance, of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, as are not of Divine appointment Þ} the ſ 


and inſtitution.  & noſi 
IV. Next, —— have no more warrand | J-»: 
from Scripture, forſuch an intereſt, and pri- Y 


viledge, than others have. And the power || fice 
of Patronage hath been asgroſly abuſed, if not | Suc; 
more, and as ſcandalouſly offenſive, and I & culc 
am ſure more prejudicial tothe intereſts of the I jr w; 
Church, and « the thriving of Religion, K cou 
when in the hands of the. Biſhops , than when © jn«! 
in the hands of other perſons. Andthereis no nor 
ground from Scripture, .either by precept, © For 
promiſe or example, that any ohe Church I Fle 
Officer, ſhould ordinarly be intruſted, with = her 
ſuchan intereſt and priviledge, in the Look- I pe; 
ing out, Nomination and EleQtion, and im B of! 
the Maintenance or Living of the Miniſters  rer 
of the Goſpel. | 

V.. But to cut of all farther debate, we ut- mi 
terly diſclaime any ſuch Officer in the Church, hi 
asa Biſhop, ina ſenſe ſuperior to, or diſtince qu 


from an ordinary preaching Pre/6iter or th 
Elder: Theſe terms are of one and the ſelf El 
ſame fignification in the Scripture, aswill aps Vi 


pear toany,that will be at the pains to read the N 

Texts, where everthe word Biſhop is mention- 

ed. AndIknow no manor Angel, that hatb 
= power 
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power to ſeparate, what the Spirit of God in 
the Scripture has joyned, and made one and 
the ſame. And conſequently a Biſhop can have 
noſuch priviledge. Non entes nulla ſunt acci. 
dentia, nulle affettiones, nulle proprietates. 
V1. Andtho'prelacy werea Lawful Of- 
fice, as itisnot, and tho' the Prelates were 
Succeſsors tothe Apoſtles, as they molt ridi- 
culouſly pretend, (ſince as we already cleared, 
it was impoſlible the deſign of their Office , 
could admit of any Succeſſion) yer ſureIam 
in this priviledge of Patronage, they never did, 
nor doe follow the example of the Apoltles ; 
For eyen the Apoſtles themſelves, in the 
EleRion of .Matthias,to be one of their nums- 
ber, made uſe of the Concurrence of the 
People: Andin the ordination of the Paſtors 
ofthe Church , they made uſe of the concur» 
rence, both of the Presbitry and People, And 
if they joined the Presbitry and People, and ad- 
mitred them toan intereſt, in relation. to the 
higheſt acts of the Miniſterial Call, they 
queſtionleſs alſo leit them a ſhare, in 
the Looking out, Nomination, and 
EleQtion, of the ordinacy paſtors, Nam que 
Viult majus, vult etiam minus. , _ 
Nay which is more, the ordi- 9m te py hy 
nary Teachers of the Church, -4#. 14 27: 25: 
and others did concurr , inſending out of the 
L 3 very 
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* _ very Apoſtles themſelves, to ſome ſpecial 
pieces of their Miniſtry, And accordingly 
che Apoſtles, think it not below their Digni- 
ty, togivethem an account how they had be. 

haved in their Commiſſion. $0 that letthe: 
Prelates pretend Succeſſion to whom they will, I A fr 
they can never pretend to-be Succeſſors of the' thy 
Apoſtles, to whom a Sole power of Furiſdi- 
(710n and Ordination, was as much a Stranger, [. 
as toany Preſbyrerin the Church. | 
VIL But laſtly, if by Eccleſiaſtick Pa-' _ 
tronates ,' the Lawful Church Judicatories, W M' 
be meant, tho' in that caſe, both the Title of of | 
Patronage,, andtheextent of power thereby I 1Þ© 
uncerſtood , muſt be rejected; yetthereisno (© 19 
doubt, but the Judicatorics of the Church, is [ 
havea very ſpecial hand , and intereſt, inthe | 
Looking out, Nomination and Election, of rec 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and haye a power the 
Miniſterially to authorize them, for their of- be 


fice, and to ſend them forth, to Labowrin vi 
#be Lord's Vine-Zard. And by conſequence, Ns 
do allo Miziſterially inveſt them, with a al 
Right to meddle with their Maintenance. 6 
A Miniſters only Right thereto, being a Law- i 


ful call co the Office, and Faithful diſcharge of 0 
isSduty , init, as we haye formerly marked, 


SECT. 


 UMI 


nll - 2 he failings of the Church 8c. 265" 
cial? , | ” 
ply _ OR 
be. SECT. XIX 


ill, A pretence from the failings and miſtakes of 
he'll zhe Church ode aries &c. 


cr, I. 'T HE laſt pretence that I ſhall no- 
| tice, is this, that Presbirries and 
2 People are nor infallible, bur are ſubject to 
s,: Miſtake, and Erre, in the Election and Choice 
of of Paſtors, as well as the Patrons. And 
»y | therefore the Patron's Power of Election, is 
10 & no more injurious to the Church, than ſhe 
1, is to her ſelf, 
Ie I1. For anſwer to this, it may be conſide. 
of WY red, Fir/?; That the lawful and ordinary me- 
x & thod, of ElcRing the Paſtors of the Church, ' 
fo being an Ordinance and Inſtitution, -of Di- 


n vine Appointment; andthe powerof Patro- _ 

A naps, on the contrary, being nothing elſe, bur . | 

2 an uſeleſs Invention of Men, and a moſt | 
I groundlefs and unreaſonable Uſurpation upon 

b the Church, and clearly inconſiſtent with, 


f and deſtruQive of, the Inſtitutions of 7e/#s 
a Chrift; The Church and People of God, may 
vety ſafely and confidenrly, rely and de- 
pend, upon the Lord, -for his Blefling and 
Cirecti. 


direction, inthe right choice of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, when they AQ ina way. of 
his own appointment ; which they who A& if 
ſo unjuſt, and unwarrantable a4 method.as this 
of Patronage, have no ground to expect. And 
tho” the Lord, for wile and holy ends, may 
ſome times leaye his Church and Pcople, to 
thetnſe!ves, .and let them fall in errors and 
miſtakes ,- in-this as-well as in other caſes ; 
yet dury-muſt-not be - forſaken, - for fear of 
failings, inthe performance. We muſt borh 
Pray to God, foradifcovery of what. isduty, 
when it is unclear to us, and when it is dis- 
covered, we mult Pray for ſtrength and af- 
ſiſtance, to perform-it a right, and then ſer 
abour ir, in the Lord's ſtrength, with a humble 
confidence, and dependance upon him , for 
his bleſſing and direction, who bath never ſaid 
 tatheboufe of Jacob , ſeek ye my face m vain. 
..c , HI. Next, tho'as is already faid,there be no 
. inſtirution, either in Chugch or State, but what 
. by Reaſpnot the Weakneſs,and Corruption of 
Men, may beabuſed; yer this is no ſuffici- 
ent ground, for laying aſide an inſticution, 
that is either orally neceſſary, or poſittuely, 
enjoined by God. The only rule and remedie 
in this caſe, is, Tol/atur abuſus et maneat 
#/us, letthe matter be regul:te by ARing in 
it, according to the word of Gcd,, which 

| . | fully 


tas 
x ww 


fully and clearly diſcovers, what both Church< 
Judicatories and People, may, or may not da 
inthe caſe. Buton the contrary the abule and 
offenſiveneſs of unneceſſary & unwarrantable 
inſtitutions, does ſtrongly militate, againſt 
their farther uſe. If the Presbitry do ar any. _ 
time miſcarry, ina way that they are warrants |. 
ed by God to follow, we muſt pray-that Goy | 
may purge his own Houſe, | and'purifie: 
Sons of Levi: And the help and aſſiſtance 
of Superior . Church-Judicatories, muſt” be 
made uſe of. And in caſes of general and pub» 
lick defeRion, the Civil Magiſtrate may em» 
ploy his power, circa Sacre. Burt thoſe 
miſtakes, can neyer warrand us to leave the 
inſtitutions of the infinite love and wiſdom 
of God,and berake our ſelves to our own weak 
and witleſs inventions , inthe mattersof God, 
Chrilt's promi/ed preſence with his Church, 
may be a ſufficient encouragement for his 
People, rocleave and adhere to him, in wayes 
ot his own appointment: Whereas thoſe wha 
go aftray, and follow crooked Paths, ingyr» 
ing themſelves, as Officzous and Buſie Bodies, 
in the affairs of the Church, without 2Law- 
ful Call ; can expe nothing, but that God 
in hiz Juſtice, ſhouid leave them to be a Snare, 
both to themſelves and others Certainly, 
were theſe things really belicyed (as allpro- 
tcls 
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* feſsthey do) les praRtiſe would be yery 


far different, from whatitis. Burſuchisthe Com 
Atheiſm ot mans heart, that while we con Þ jr, thi 


eſs the truths of God with our Lifs, our fÞ were 
Hearts are too oft far from him. this 
+=*+I'V. I begin now to be weary, of notice-Þ} , tru 
ing ſuch trifles. And che ruth is, ic might be a- not | 

mazing, to hear men otherways rational, offer I ;f i 

fuch empty pretences, inſtead of Solid and Þ the 

Convincing reaſons, if the cauſe would ad- © Mer 

mit of any better Butir is Vitium Cauſe, | wic 

andſo we need no more admire, toſce a weak» ÞW and 
neſs inevitably cleaye to the ableſt Wits, in IU vnj; 
the defence of what is unjuſtifiable, than to W attc 
ſee the ſtrongeſt of men, ſuccumb in raiſing I are 

a weight-that js above his natural ſtrength © ic 

to undergo. The ſtrength of mens Spirits, 

as well as of their Bodies, have their limits, and 
are not infinite. And ſince I mind nothi 

farther that can be objected, bur whar wil 
yery much eaſe, may receive a full ſolution, 
from the Grounds already repreſented, I 
think it will be needleſs, to give either the 
Reader, or my ſelf; any farther trouble on 

this'Subject. 

V. 1 ſhall only add, that it is the duty of 
all God's People in this land, to wreſtle with 
God, that he may incline the hearts of all 
Ranks of Men, in their ſeyeral ſtations and 


Ccapa- 
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cry capacities, to return-to a hearty and cordial 


Compliance with, and a chearful Acquieſcence 
in the juſt and rational Determinations, that 
were once made by publick Authority, in 
this Nation, both in this, and other ſteps of 
a true Reformation. And that the Lord may 
not be provoked by a too open Contempr, 
of the Goſpel of Peace ( the Crymg Sm of 
the Nation ) and our ſinful ſlighting of his 
Mercies, to fuffer his Church, afterſo much 
wreſtling, to fink under her preſent Bondage 
and Captivity, by reafon of this, and other 
unjuſt and grievous uſurpations, into which 
after ſo many, and great Delivcrances, we 
are again, for our Sins, brought into Subje* 
ction. 


